
Child Placement Following Parent/Guardian 
Detainment by Federal Immigration Enforcement
Each situation is unique and may follow a different path dependent on the specific circumstance.

Visit our website at:  
www.dcyf.wa.gov/FamilySeparationRapidResponseTeam

This information is not a substitute for legal advice.

LCYC Immigrant Safety Plan 
https://lcycwa.org/resources/
immigration

START 
Parent/

Guardian is 
Detained

Has the parent/guardian 
completed an Immigrant 

Safety Plan and/or 
indicated who the child 
should be placed with in 
case of parent/guardian 

detainment?

YES

School/Child Care 
Provider has a copy 

of the plan.

Child is sent to the 
parent-appointed 

caregiver.

NO
Is the child with the  

parent/guardian at the 
time of detainment?

YES The Federal Immigration Officer will verbally 
ask the parent/guardian who to give the child to.

Are there signs of potential child abuse, neglect, 
or imminent risk for serious harm to the child?

NO

NO

Child is placed in the care of an unofficial guardian.

This type of informal placement can result in potential challenges 
for the child, such as interruptions to schooling, difficulties receiving 

medical care, and delays to reuniting with family members.

YES

Federal Immigration 
Enforcement or local law 

enforcement will call 
DCYF Child Protective 

Services (CPS).

DCYF Intake 
determines if the situation 

needs a social welfare 
response.

Are there signs of child abuse, 
neglect, or imminent risk for 

serious harm to the child?

NO

Child remains with current 
parent-appointed caregiver.

YES
Child is brought into protective custody for 72 hours.

DCYF works to locate another family member or  
suitable family friend to care for the child.

Can DCYF locate another family 
member or suitable family 
friend to care for the child?

YES

Child is placed with the family 
member or family friend until it 
is safe to return the child to the 

parent-appointed caregiver.

NO

Child is placed with a foster 
parent or group home until a suitable 
family member or family friend can be 

located to care for the child.
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