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Early Learning Advisory Council (ELAC) 
 
Regional Coalition Updates  
Date: October 7, 2025 

 
Southeast (SELC) 
The SEELC is convening our first meeting of FY 25-26 after a three month break in meetings but 
not in work. The coalition is coming back strong with work being started on the WA STEM Early 
Care and Education Access Grant. Our region will be focusing our goals on expanding the work 
we begun with the WA STEM Catalyst grant last year. We will be convening meeting throughout 
the year to engage the community in conversations and strengthening our regional 
coordination to support ECE programs and systems. Our goal throughout the year will be to see 
to fruition our recommendations from our Regional Executive Summary. 
 
For more information, please contact: Brittany Hartikainen, brittany@bh-consulting.org   
 
Peninsula Early Learning Coalition 
The Peninsulas Early Childhood Coalition (PECC) focused on community feedback in August & 
September. PECC led an Early Childhood Development Health Systems (ECDHS) coordination 
project and promoted a series of discussions on the factors that influence our local early 
childhood system.  

In community discussions PECC aims to regularly engage all interested PECC members as well as 
new voices. Recent discussions are helping identify PECC and other local opportunities, 
priorities, and next steps for this fall and beyond. 

Recently identified PECC next steps at the intersection of health and early learning include 
further engaging with other local networks,  better understanding local parentings groups, 
keeping a pulse on funding opportunities for our early childhood health system, supporting 
local ‘culture of collaboration’ discussions, and diving deeper into the intersection of health and 
early learning with one-on-one discussions. 

For more information, please contact:  Elisia Anderson, elisiaf_fstep@olypen.com 
 
Inland Northwest Early Learning Alliance, Northeast  
Alliance members recently voted to name Bianka DeSure at Spokane Workforce Council as our 
Workforce Development Lead. We’re extremely grateful to SWC for their continued 
partnership! 

We released our Regional Early Care and Education Access Strategic Plan in January of this year. 
We’ll continue to work on the goals named in this plan, namely Coordinated Recruitment and 
Enrollment and advocacy, with funding from a Washington STEM Catalyst Grant. 
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Speak Your Truth will guide us through a strategic planning process using a structured 
framework called PESTLE (Political, Economic, Sociological, Technological, Legal, and 
Environmental). Results will be made available to the community. 

Our first Child Care Voice Panel meeting went incredibly well! Participating providers will 
receive stipends for their time, and the panel will give input on Coordinated Recruitment and 
Enrollment work, legislative priorities, and more! 

INWELA Members have been refining the draft INWELA charter, with recent focus on sections 
covering membership, inquiring members, and conflict resolution. The group continues to 
clarify processes for handling sensitive issues and promoting respectful collaboration. 

For more information, please contact:  Colleen Condon, colleen@lilaccityelc.com  
 
Investing in Children Coalition: Central  
Over the past months, the Investing in Children Coalition has continued to strengthen 
collaboration across early childhood systems, expand engagement, and uplift family and 
provider voice across Central Washington. 

Key highlights include: 

Joint Coalition + Home Visiting Meeting: In August, we held an in-person convening that 
brought together home visitors, early learning leaders, and partners to network, share updates, 
and participate in an equity-centered activity focused on actionable change in our daily work. 

Equity Action Planning: Building on past workshops, members reflected on shared equity goals 
and identified individual steps they can take within their roles to advance those goals. A 
worksheet was distributed to support continued commitment and follow-up. 

Regional Coordination & Policy Efforts: The Coalition supported the development and 
submission of the ECE Access Proposal, focused on improving family navigation and 
coordination among early childhood and health systems. 

DOH Grant Collaboration: We launched a new grant initiative in partnership with the 
Washington State Department of Health, focusing on improving prenatal-to-three outcomes 
through collaboration with FQHCs, home visiting programs, and care navigators. 

As always, we’re incredibly grateful for the dedication, creativity, and care each member brings 
to this work. 

For more information, please contact:  Lindsay Bowsell, lindsayb@yakimavalleycf.org  
 
Southwest Washington Early Learning (SWEL) 
Over the past two months, SWEL has focused on strengthening regional partnerships and 
expanding support for family child care providers. The Southwest Washington Child Care 
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Partnership (SWCCP) continues to grow, with preparations underway to expand into Cowlitz 
County through the CHOICE ACH grant.  

We’re celebrating SWCCP member Lucero Zarate Luna, owner of Tiny Angels Daycare for 
achieving Early Achievers Level 4, the only bilingual family home program in Vancouver to 
reach this milestone. SWEL and Support for Early Learning & Families (SELF) have also 
launched a social media campaign to elevate family child care and promote available openings. 

This fall, leftover Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library books are being donated to local 
preschools to support early literacy. SWEL continues to engage in regional planning efforts, 
including Longview’s Economic Development Strategy, while aligning with ESD 112, WCFC, and 
local associations to strengthen shared-services coordination. 

For more information please contact:  Debbie Ham, Debbie.ham@selfwa.org   

 
At this time, no updates have been received from the following coalitions: 
 
King County 
For more information, please contact:  Logan Endres or Tristen Hall, kcelc@childcare.org    
 
North Central 
For more information please contact:  Nancy Spurgeon, nspurgeon49@gmail.com  
 
Northwest 
For more information please contact: Breana Ramos, breana@nwelcoalition.org  
 
Pierce County Early Childhood Network 
For more information please contact: Muriel Herrera-Velasquez 
muriel@first5fundamentals.org   
 
Visions for Early Learning, West Central 
Grays Harbor 
Grays Harbor Early Learning (GHEL) coalition typically meets the 3rd Tuesday of each month 
from 1:30 – 3:00 pm. Contact Molly Leithold, ghearlylearningcoalition@gmail.com, coalition 
lead to get connected. 
Lewis 
Lewis County’s Early Learning Coalition (ELC) typically meets the 2nd Thursday of each month 
from 11:30 – 1:00 pm. Contact Juli Jager, lewiscountyelc@gmail.com, coalition lead to get 
connected.  
Mason 
The ELC of Mason County typically meets the 3rd Wednesday of each month from 8:30 – 10:00 
am. Contact April Messenger, masoncountyelc@gmail.com, coalition lead to get connected.  

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100088845476615&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZXZP1Dx4JMwZee8isQ_3uczFawaxXsUOVmiVsmh2U4RaX8YMsQcObrpRUXFLMb-rRt4sD6nXbV-_8914Wtxtu2-PZc_FIL2WKmpjft8ZRf_tOrlrubUEfwBEr4kBJfK-MOjRa3F3jfkzsgBJpU_Y35_Hy92VvaXFWGm_NYIzy3L4FxopKlm4szQ6EbZTKxAvig&__tn__=-%5dK-R
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Thurston 
The Thurston Early Childhood Coalition (TECC) typically meets the 4th Thursday of each month 
from 9:30 – 11:00 am. Contact Shawn Thurman, thurstonecc@gmail.com, coalition lead to get 
connected.  
Pacific 
Know and Grow, North Pacific County’s early learning coalition typically meets the 3rd Monday 
of each month from 2:00 – 3:30 pm. Contact Rhonda Johnson, 
knowandgrowpacificco@gmail.com, coalition lead to get connected. 
 

• For more information, please contact:  Sheila Kavanaugh, 
kav.consulting231@gmail.com  

 
Washington Communities for Children (WCFC) Updates 
Stay in Touch!  
Want to learn more about WCFC, be the first to hear updates, or get connected with your local 
early childhood coalition? Get in touch with us!  

• Website: washingtoncfc.org 
• Facebook: WashingtonCFC 
• Instagram: Washington_cfc 

For more information please contact: Rachel Hall, WCFC State Lead, 
rachelh@first5fundamentals.org 

mailto:thurstonecc@gmail.com
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