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Early Learning Advisory Council (ELAC)

State Agency & Partner Updates
Date: October 7, 2025

Updates from DCYF’s Early Learning Division

Trauma-Informed Care (TIC) Financial Award Update

DCYF offers TIC Financial Awards for approved training and education to eligible participants, as funding
is available. The TIC Financial Award application for training will reopen in MERIT in November 2025.

The eligibility for TIC Financial Awards has been recently updated and are now available only to:
e Licensed Family Home (LFH) owners serving children and families accessing state subsidy, and
e License-exempt family, friend, and neighbor (FFN) providers

If you have questions about the TIC Financial Award, please visit the Trauma-Informed Care webpage or
contact the DCYF MERIT navigators at dcyf.merit@dcyf.wa.gov.

Complex Needs Trainings from UW Haring Center

DCYF is continuing to offer training for child care workers who care for children with complex needs.
Facilitated by the University of Washington (UW) Haring Center, the focus is on deepening the provider's
knowledge in several areas related to individualizing instruction and supporting social-emotional
learning. All trainings are virtual and free to providers. They are offered in English, Spanish, and Somali.
STARS credit will be offered for all trainings. Please see the webpage for topics and dates in October,
November, and December. For questions, please email Phoebe Yeung at pcyeung@uw.edu.

Dual Language and Tribal Language Revitalization Designation Update

The Early Achievers Dual Language Designation recognizes programs that support multilingual children
and families in dual language learning environments, to meet their specific strengths and needs. DCYF is
currently reviewing the structure of this program and developing next steps. Programs offering
instruction in more than one language may need to submit evidence demonstrating that their program
aligns with the Dual Language Learning Standards and Best Practices. More information will be posted
on our website as it becomes available. For questions, please contact QRIS@dcyf.wa.gov.

Communications Distributed
- Early Care and Education Newsletter — September 2025 (9/11/25)
- Cost of Quality Child Care and Market Rate Study (9/29/25)
- Important Update to Your Early Achievers Timeline (9/18/25)
- Child Care Subsidy Rate Reminder (9/5/25)
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https://dcyf.wa.gov/services/earlylearning-profdev/workforce-preparation/trauma-informed-care
mailto:dcyf.merit@dcyf.wa.gov
https://haringcenter.org/professional-development/learning-hub/
mailto:pcyeung@uw.edu
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dcyf.wa.gov%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fpubs%2FEL_0065.pdf&data=05%7C02%7Cjill.strom%40dcyf.wa.gov%7C953d1784d2f94e8d5ba008ddfbaa7791%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638943431765954843%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5Q4btqavP%2FPE9tAW5UIElk0IT1I%2BChX5EMRWXQ6s9Ec%3D&reserved=0
https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/early-learning-providers/early-achievers/dual-language-learning
mailto:QRIS@dcyf.wa.gov
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f1991d
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f47fcb
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f2644e
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/3f0dd69
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DCYF Rule Making Updates

Rules Under Development: Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP)

The Early Learning Division is revising Chapter 110-425 WAC to update eligibility, expanded enroliment,
and housekeeping changes.

More information can be found in WSR 25-17-031.

For questions about DCYF rules or to request an alternate format for this information, please contact the
DCYF Rules Coordinator at dcyf.rulescoordinator@dcyf.wa.gov.

Resources for Families Impacted by Immigration-Related Concerns

DCYF’s Family Separation Rapid Response Team has created a resource flyer that outlines a
comprehensive list of trusted resources for families at risk of separation due to immigration-related
detention or deportation.

View and download the flyer here: Resources for Families Impacted by Immigration-Related Concerns

Department of Health (DOH)

Child Care Drinking Water Lead Testing

The Department of Children, Youth, and Families requires child care and early learning programs in
Washington state to test their drinking and cooking water for lead and copper when getting licensed
and every six years after. DOH offers a free mail-in water testing program that fulfills this WAC
requirement. DOH mails all needed supplies and instructions to sites to collect their own water samples
and send them back to the lab for testing. If test results show lead levels are too high (at or above 10
parts per billion per Environmental Protection Agency guidelines), grant funding is available to
reimburse providers for the cost of replacing fixtures that tested high for lead. For more information or
to register for the free mail in water testing program, visit the webpage Lead in Child Care Drinking
Water | Washington State Department of Health. Questions? Reach out to leadfreekids@doh.wa.gov.

ECE Provider Access to the Strong Start UDS Data System

The Universal Developmental Screening (UDS) program at DOH has completed development of the
Strong Start UDS early care and education (ECE) providers user role and dashboard. We partnered with
Help Me Grow WA to have actual ECE providers test the system, and we are now implementing pilot
projects with several ECE sites across the state. Input from these initial users will inform the statewide
rollout of the ECE dashboard in early 2026. This is an exciting development, as it will enable caregivers,
healthcare providers, and ECE providers to access, enter and share information about developmental
screening and any referrals made, in a free and secure data repository. For more information, please
contact the program at strongstart@doh.wa.gov.

Perinatal Mental Health Access and Capacity Building - Funding Opportunity

DOH is offering a funding opportunity to support organizations working to improve access to perinatal
mental health services, with a focus on communities most affected by maternal mental health
conditions like depression, anxiety, post-traumatic stress disorder, or other mood disorders. Funding will
prioritize efforts in provider workforce development, Medicaid access expansion, and care coordination
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https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/rules/WSR25-17-031.pdf
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2Fwac%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D110-300-0235&data=05%7C02%7CAstrid.Newell%40doh.wa.gov%7Ce4042bc6837b4a7edc0808de010d1261%7C11d0e217264e400a8ba057dcc127d72d%7C0%7C0%7C638949352811674668%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BvfTIOyLADfz9cjj5J6u9yeoll6zB8SSWDLdHHKdO2o%3D&reserved=0
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to build sustainable, mental health support systems for all. For more information about the Request for
Applications, please visit the following webpage: Washington State Perinatal Collaborative (WSPC) |
Washington State Department of Health. Applications are due on October 24, 2025 by 11:59 p.m. PST,
to waperinatalcollaborative @doh.wa.gov.

For more information, please contact Astrid Newell and Angie Funaiole at astrid.newell@doh.wa.gov
and angie.funaiole@doh.wa.gov.

Department of Veterans Affairs (WDVA)
None currently. For more information, please contact Olivia Burley at Olivia.burley@dva.wa.gov.

Department of Social and Health Services (DSHS)
None currently.

Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI)
None currently. For questions, please contact Samantha Bowen at samantha.bowen@k12.wa.us.
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