Adoption Support and Combined In-Home Services

Families that adopt children through the Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF)
can access DCYF contracted Combined In-Home Services (CIHS). The process by which adoptive
families access CIHS is different from other child welfare involved families.

Adopted children and youth are no longer under the legal care and authority of Washington
state but continue to receive Adoption Support benefits as specified in the Adoption Support
Agreement. Adoption Support Program Consultants (ASPC) manage the Adoption Support
Agreements but don’t provide the level of case management support that Social Service
Specialists provide.

The process for adoptive families to access CIHS is as follows:

1. The ASPC will provide the adoptive family with DCYF Form 10-586,
(https://intranet.dcyf.wa.gov/forms?field form number value=10-586&title=) general
information about the CIHS and contact information for DCYF contracted service providers in
their region.

2. The family will directly call providers they are interested in accessing services from and
discuss their request with the provider.

3. If there is availability and the provider and family are mutually agreeable to the service, the
family will complete DCYF Form 10-586 and return to the ASPC.

4. The ASPC will create and approve the service referral and provide the approved service
referral to the contracted provider and family.

5. Once the approved service referral is received, the provider can schedule to begin the
service.

What Adoption Support is not able to do:
e Participate in meetings/service planning activities
e (Case management-type activities

e Discuss the family and child/youth’s needs with the provider

FPS Service Extension Requests

For Adoption Support families, FPS is generally considered a placement prevention referral. Per
the contract, FPS services can be provided up to 90 days beyond the initial in-person meeting. If
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a provider believes an extension beyond 90 days is necessary to prevent placement disruption,
the following must occur:

e Provider completes the Transitional Plan Meeting Form (DCYF 15-315) and submits the
request to the ASPC (Please note that the ASPC will not participate in the Transition
Plan Meeting)

e The Adoption Support Program Manager will review and either approve or deny the
request based on the criteria

e The completed DCYF 15-315 will be returned to the provider and ASPC

If approved, FPS can continue for another 90 days, up to 180 days total beyond the initial in-
person meeting.

Concrete Goods

To access concrete good funds, the provider will email the ASPC requesting use of these funds
including the amount and what it will be used for. The ASPC verifies that the request directly
supports the youth and their needs while following the Concrete Goods Guide
(https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pdf/ConcreteGoodsGuide.pdf), and emails the
provider with approval or additional questions to make a determination. The provider will
submit the approval along with the bill to the Adoption Support billing email, to get reimbursed.

Billing
CIHS bills for Adoption Support families go to a specific inbox to be processed for payment.
Service Referrals for Adoption Support families will indicate “Post-adoption.”

While Adoption Support Consultants do not need to directly receive reports or treatment plans,
submitted bills must include reports or treatment plans associated with the bill being
submitted, per the contract.

Please submit Adoption Support CIHS bills to ASProfessionalsvcs@dcyf.wa.gov

Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths — Family (CANS-F)
The CANS-F tool still must be completed and submitted with the billing.
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What is the Adoption Support Program?

Adoption Support is a program meant to help eligible children once their adoption is finalized.
Nearly all children and youth adopted out of DCYF are eligible. The benefits that a family may
receive through the Adoption Support Agreement are:

e Title XIX Medicaid Insurance

e Preauthorized Counseling Financial Support

e Nonrecurring cost reimbursement

e Monthly Cash Payment

To learn more about the Adoption Support Program:

e Register for a virtual monthly information session
(https://dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/CWP 0090.pdf)

e Visit the Adoption Support website (https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/services/adoption-
support-program)

e Review the following publications:

o Adoption Support Flyer
(https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/sites/default/files/pubs/CWP _0111.pdf)

o Post Adoption Question and Answer Booklet
(https://www.dcyf.wa.gov/publications-library?combine 1=22-
1211&combine=&field program topic value=All&field languages available val
ue=All)

® Sign up for the Adoption Support Quarterly Newsletter
(https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/subscriber/new?topic id=WADEL 52

National Adoption Competency Mental Health Training Initiative (NTI):

This is a web-based training designed to build capacity of child welfare and mental health
professionals in all states, tribes and territories to effectively support children, youth and their
foster, adoptive & guardianship families. This is free for anyone to access through the Center
for Adoption Support and Education (C.A.S.E.) website.

There are three versions of the training depending on your role, which can all be accessed at
https://adoptionsupport.org/case-training-institute/nti/access/access-for-individuals/

1. Child Welfare Professionals

2. Child Welfare Supervisors
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a. Information on the CWP & Supervisor version of the training: NTI Child Welfare
Training Resources (https://adoptionsupport.org/case-training-institute/nti/nti-
child-welfare-resources/)

b. CEU’s are available: CEUs - NTI - C.A.S.E. (https://adoptionsupport.org/case-
training-institute/nti/ceus/)

3. Mental Health Professionals

a. Information on the MHP version of the training: Mental Health Training
Resources (https://adoptionsupport.org/case-training-institute/nti/nti-mental-
health-resources/)

b. CEU’s are available: CEUs - NTI - C.A.S.E. (https://adoptionsupport.org/case-
training-institute/nti/ceus/)
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