
2019 WA-PCJJ Legislative Community Conversations Summary 

The following information was gleaned from three Legislative Community Conversations sponsored by 

the Legislative Committee of the Washington State Partnership Council on Juvenile Justice.  The 

conversations were held in Spokane (July 11th), Yakima (September 10th), and Federal Way (October 

24th).   The Office of Juvenile Justice provided staff support of the Community Conversations and this 

document is a summary of these three conversations. Please reach out to Jenny Young with the Office of 

Juvenile Justice at jenny.young@dcyf.wa.gov if you have any questions or need further information 

including source documents such as robust notes and written suggestions. 

In addition to the information identified below, there were two suggestions that where shared in 

multiple places and multiple times in each place and which do not fit into any of the categories below: 

1. Youth and Family Voice: engage with youth and families in the data gathering, 

program/response design, implementation, and quality assurance of all the potential ideas listed 

below.  Youth and families know what they need, they know what works and what does not, 

and they are valuable partners to ensuring success. 

2. Gather Data: track everything!  Be sure to collect and evaluate impacts of programming and 

policy by race and ethnicity.  Use the data to identify what works and support smaller 

organizations in obtaining funding though they may not have the formal stamp of an EBP. Share 

the outcome data with the community and use it to continue to make improvements.  

Please note the following information regarding the grid below: 

 The X’s in the right three columns identify where the Concern, Idea, or Needs was shared 

 The * denotes a Concern, Idea, or Need that was shared by multiple individuals in one location 

 Highlighted rows identify Concerns, Ideas, or Needs that were heard in more than one location 
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Disability Experts should be included on all WISe Teams X   

Provide funding for mentors/credible messengers* X  X 

Redirect funds from the court process to community based services*  X X 

Support family engagement outside of the use of detention services  X  

Change the EBP standards in order for smaller organizations with strong 
outcomes to access funding even when they cannot increase scale or 
complete the research process to become evidence based.* 

 X X 

Increase access to resources in rural areas (i.e. community based services, 
respite beds, CRCs, etc)* 

 X X 

Support/implement programs for kids mentoring kids in schools to 
increase engagement and prevent truancy* 

  X 

Remove the barriers for community members to mentor youth in their 
communities (passing background checks, obtaining certifications or 
qualifications) 

X 
 

 X 

Focus more on resiliency and strengths based interventions for prevention 
services 

  X 

Support Adolescent Developmental Assets—focus funding on these kinds 
of programs and outcomes 

  X 

Restorative approaches and mediation are very important and an effective 
way of handling issues within families* 

  X 

Fund Community Based Organizations in each county and district   X 

Improve the Safe Place Program   X 

Establish centralized community hubs   X 
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Need more Autism type services for youth with Fetal Alcohol Syndrome 
rather than standard mental health treatment 

X   

Medical, mental health, and detox services for youth at risk to themselves 
rather than placement in detention 

X X X 

Implementation of Multi-Systemic Therapy due to strong outcomes and 
family engagement strategies* 

  X 

Implement a statewide behavioral health assessment for youth X   

Implement emergency support/crisis response services   X  

Address the issue of prior authorization for Tier 3 Drug refills: most parents 
don’t know this and they are waiting on the authorization and their child is 
without meds and subsequently there are behavior issues resulting in 
school suspensions/expulsions 

X   

 

R
es

id
en

ti
al

, H
o

u
si

n
g,

 S
h

el
te

r 
B

ed
s 

More beds needed for agencies like Crosswalk in Spokane, CRCs and Hope 
Beds, need equitable distribution/access across the state and need to 
attach case management and services to the beds* 

X X X 

Beds for C-SEC Youth are needed* X   

Family relocation services for youth returning home to the same area 
where their gang is located 

X   

Mature Minor Doctrine that allows minors to consent for housing as health 
care. 

 X  

Need more youth drop in centers and funding for those that already exist*   X 

Respite for families in crisis followed up by case management/support to 
ensure reunification and reconciliation* 

  X 

Address the challenge of housing issues for minors whose parents are not 
consenting.  Due to parental rights, it is unconstitutional to overrule them. 

 X  

Improve staffing and staff skills within organizations that have Hope Beds 
as currently they do not accept youth if they don’t have the staff or the 
skills to address the specific needs of the youth referred. 

  X 
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More support for adoptive families after the adoption is completed, they 
need help regarding the impact of trauma on their adopted children and 
on the family as a whole 

X   

Make it easier for kinship care licenses to be obtained for older youth so 
there are not as many barriers to having enough foster homes for older 
youth 

  X 

Redesign FRS to meet the current youth/family needs   X 

Expand the Mockingbird Family Model   X 
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Train judges on the impact of trauma on behavior/needs X  X 

Pass legislation requiring courts to practice Restorative Justice X   

Implement restorative justice and mediation as a response to adolescent 
behaviors. 

  X 

Make services available earlier, before truant, before involved in the 
court.* 

  X 

Remove Truancy and ARY Petitions from the juvenile court and shift the 
resources and responses to the community.* 

 X X 

Restore trust with the Juvenile Courts by starting with changing the intent 
section of 5290  

X   
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Address the impact of funding to the Courts through Becca if schools 
choose not to file truancy petitions 

X X  

Address the adversarial relationship between the courts and schools due 
to bills over the years placing them in opposition.  Juvenile Courts are 
focusing on motivational interviewing and engagement specialists and the 
schools want the court to put the hammer down. 

 X  

Dependent youth need attorneys, youth attorneys need low caseloads and 
adequate compensation 

  X 
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Train teachers in Trauma Informed Care, Motivational Interviewing, 
Cultural Competence and Principles of Recovery so the first time a child 
meets an adult with these skills isn’t within the juvenile court or juvenile 
detention 

X   

Train school administration on Title 9 & ensure compliance X   

Invest in Social Emotional Learning X   

Increase funding for support staff in schools: current funding formula is 
based on the percentage of free and reduced lunch students enrolled at 
the school 

 X  

Provide funding for schools to implement EBPs in response to Truancy 
issues: specifically the Check & Connect Program, there is currently no 
funding for schools to implement EBPs as required by statute.* 

 X  

Focus more on chronic absenteeism rather than only unexcused absences 
through truancy petition 

  X 

Create a tiered approach to Community Truancy Boards so it doesn’t feel 
so overwhelming for the schools 

  X 

Address the issue of schools choosing not to file truancy petitions because 
they feel the courts aren’t doing anything about the issue (no teeth in the 
court process due to detention no longer being an option) 

X   

Implement safety measures in schools to keep victims safe, no child should 
have to switch schools in order to stay safe 

X   

Address the staffing issues in schools as they do not currently have the 
capacity to complete the WARNS per statute and provide the funding for 
the interventions required based on the assessment (need adequate 
funding for nurses, counselors, and psychiatrists) 

 X X 

Implement a prevention model is schools for C-SEC youth X   

Address the unfunded mandate for Community Truancy Boards which 
added more duties to school staff who do not have the capacity to 
implement with fidelity or best practice models* 

  X 

Address the disparity in how kids are marked truant or given an excused 
absence 

  X 

Establish services/funding for Tier 3 students within schools*   X 

Use schools as a place for connecting families to more robust resources, 
need community liaisons to help with the connection* 

  X 

 


