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Legislative Session Timeline

January 12: First day of session

February 4: Policy committee cutoff
February 9: Fiscal committee cutoff
February 17: House of origin cutoff

*February 22: House and Senate released their proposed
supplemental budgets

February 25: Opposite house policy committee cutoff

March 2: Opposite house fiscal committee cutoff

March 6: Opposite house cutoff

March 12: Last day of session
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HB 2253

HB 2389

HB
2660/SB 6308

SB 6319

SB 6239

Bills No Longer Active (Dead)

DCYF licensing division

Criminal offenses under
18

Child shelter care orders

Child welfare
cases/under 4

State tort claims
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Agency request legislation making technical corrections to licensing statutes

A package of strategies to address juvenile justice reform and reducing population at JR
secure facilities. This bill included sentencing changes, sentencing alternatives for
certain youth, expanded eligibility for community placements, and other changes

Allows courts to order a parent to comply with conditions to maintain the safety of
a child under 5 when the child is released to the parent’s care after a shelter care
hearing

Creates a referral process for DCYF to refer cases to community based services.

Requires certain tort claims against the state to go through an administrative
adjudication process. It was the Legislature's first attempt to address the rising cost of
lawsuits for child sexual abuse in foster homes and juvenile detention.



https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2253&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2253&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2389&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2660&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=2660&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6308&Chamber=Senate&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6319&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6239&Year=2025&Initiative=false
https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=6239&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Child Welfare and Prevention Services Budget Proposals

Case worker
caseload ratios

Regional disability
liaison program

Intensive foster care
assessment program

D.S. settlement

King County CSEC
receiving center pilot
program

Funding is intended to achieve an average caseload ratio in FY27 of 15.1  $140 K FY26;
for Child Protective Services (CPS) and 14.2 for Family Assessment $3.2 M FY27
Response (CPS-FAR). Both proposals add 23.6 FTE staff in FY 27.

Establishes a regional disability liaison program as required by the

voluntary resolution agreement with federal agencies 51.3 M FY27

The intensive foster care assessment program (FCAP) assesses the needs
of children who have been in foster care for more than 90 days

S0

Reduced the D.S. proviso for a projected underspend in emergent

facility-based receiving care services ($2 mil); transferred funding -52.9 M FY26;
to emerging adulthood housing program (51.2 mil); and both budgets S165K FY27
provided stakeholder funding (S200K).

Funding is provided from the opioid abatement settlement account S500 K FY27
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$140 K FY26;
$2.9 M FY27

$1.3 M FY27

S400 K annually

-$2.9 M FY26;
S165K FY27

SO




Critical Incidents Response Budget Proposals

e S " [

Expands the plan of safe care program to five high-needs communities, which

provide care coordination and resource navigation to expecting mothers and 252 [ 25

Plan of safe care

program expansion newborns with prenatal exposure kY27 kY27
Parent-child . .
. Home visitation and case management model for pregnant and parenting S419 K $0

. Prog mothers with substance-use disorders FY27
expansion
Upeliiee] SESEsBmE: Funding for purchasing the tool and implementing it in two communities 2329 K SO
tool and pilot grorp 8 P 8 FY27
Family resource Referral program in five high-need communities to family resource centers

o . . . S$188 K
center referral that provide information, assess needs, make referrals, and provide direct Y27 SO
program delivery of services to families in the CW system with a child older than 3
Funds a public health nurse program in five high-needs communities that will

Public health nurse serve CW families with a child under the age of 3 where substance use is a S876 K $0*
support factor. *House provided S876K in OFM's budget to distribute directly to FY27

certain local health districts for public health nurses.
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Early Learning Bills

Abbreviated Description
Title i

Child care Allows flexibility for mixed-age groupings in centers and directs DCYF to

ESHB 2219 providers waive preservice orientation requirements for some individuals 20
Child care Establishes Washington State Child care Workforce Standards Board to

2SHB 1128 workforce develop recommendations on minimum employment standards for child care SO
standards board  workers
Permitting and Requires agencies to keep information in a statewide credential catalog to

2SSB 5968 & publish decision timelines and provide licensing fee refunds when timelines SO

licensin
& are exceeded
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SO

S50 K
FY27

SO



https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=2219&Year=2025&Initiative=false
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1128&Year=2025
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5968&Year=2025

Early Learning ECEAP and WCCC Bills

Abbreviated Descriotion
Title P
PreK promise Establishes the PreK Promise Account to be used for the
ESB 5872 account Early Childhood Education and Assistance Program (ECEAP) s S
Exempts school-day ECEAP and Head Start programs
EHB 2317 Farly I.earnlng Iocatgd in public school buildings or on cgmmunlt}/ or _ $0 $0
—  licensing technical college campuses from DCYF child care licensing
requirements
Requires DCYF’s biennial Market Rate Survey report to
ESSB 5500 Child care rate include both a current cost of quality child care study and $15 K $0

model the cost of quality child care study as defined by the early
educator design team
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http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=5872&Year=2025
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2317&Year=2025
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=2317&Year=2025
https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary/?BillNumber=5500&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Proposed Working Connections Child Care Reductions

m Senate (SB 6353) House (HB 2689)

Daily
attendance
policy

Enrollment
based pay

Enhanced
regional rates

IT support

-5107.2 M FY27 to modify attendance-based provider
reimbursement

Authorizes provider reimbursement of up to 15 days
if a child attends between one to 15 days in a
calendar month, beginning October 2026 for child
care centers and July 2027 for family home providers.

-545.3 M FY27 to remove funding for DCYF to comply
with federal rules that have been rescinded to pay
child care providers prospectively and based on
enrollment

-5$15.5 M FY27 eliminated enhanced regional rates for
four WCCC regions

Not included
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-561.1 M FY27 adjusting the WCCC monthly payment policy
to align with attendance beginning October 2026 for all
centers and July 2027 for all providers

If a child has 10 or fewer absences in a month, the provider
is paid for the full month. If a child has 11 or more absences,
the provider is paid for half the month.

-545.3 M FY27 to remove funding for DCYF to comply with
federal rules that have been rescinded to pay child care
providers prospectively and based on enrollment effective
August 2026

-5$15.5 M FY27 eliminated enhanced regional rates for four
WCCC regions

$1.5M to align WCCC IT systems with the proposed changes




Early Learning Program Spending

A one-time reduction capturing underspend in 2026 to the
Home Visiting Services Account due to delays in rate increase -S2.3 M FY26 -S2.3 M FY26
implementation

Home visiting
underspend

Reduction in professional development activities, including
contracted supports and training for providers by SO -52.2 M FY27
approximately 50%

Professional
development
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Juvenile Rehabilitation Program Spending

Additional investment in the juvenile court block

grant with added reporting requirements. 20 P2 AT

Additional staffing for the Community Transition  $282 K FY26; S1.1 M FY27 to $282 K FY26; S1.1 M FY27
Services program expand to 40 individuals to expand to 48 individuals
Future operating costs of a secure facility that $0 $250 K

houses up to 30 incarcerated individuals
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Juvenile Rehabilitation Program Spending, Continued

County detention bed Increase the contracted county detention bed rate from $150 to $250 S1.6 M S1.6 M
rate per day. annually annually

L (T —— Om.e time funding for new equ.lpment and good§ and sgrwces for facility $4.MFY26;  $4 M FY26:
maintenance that are smaller in scope than capital projects but beyond

costs the scope of ordinary maintenance 151 KFY27  3151K FY27

Assumes $25 mil in the 'Four Year Outlook' to signal intent to continue $25 M in
Harbor Heights to operate the secure 48-bed living unit on the campus of the Stafford FY28 and SO
Creek Corrections Center in the 'Outlook' (FY 2028 and FY 2029) FY29

Washington State Department of

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES




Juvenile Rehabilitation Echo Glen (EGCC)

S S =

One-time funding for temporary security staffing costs through June

Echo Glen security 2026 while the new security fence is completed

S4 M FY26 S4 M FY26

S185 K FY26; S185K FY26;
S1.8 M FY27 S1.1 MFY27
for 16 staff for 10 staff

Funding is provided for Juvenile Rehabilitation Officers at EGCC

Echo Glen staffing effective May 2026
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Juvenile Rehabilitation Green Hill School (GHS)

e S R [

One-time funding to contract for security services at GHS

.3 MFY2 2.3 MFY2
through February 2026 523 6 523 6

GHS security vendor

$226 K FY26;
S1.2 M

FY27 for 10
staff

$226 K FY26;
S1.7 M FY27
for 14.5 staff

Additional JR officers at GHS to enhance staffing on graveyard

GHS stafflng shift, effective May 2026
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Juvenile Rehabilitation Program Reduction

Funding for a nurse and physician to provide medications for opioid use disorder (MOUD)

counseling, case management, direct MOUD delivery, and education to youth with an opioid  -$326 K FY27 SO
use disorder is eliminated

. ) -S2.1 M FY26; - -$2.1 M FY26; -
Mandatory caseload reduction due to forecasted funding model. $4.2 M FY27 $4.2 M FY27
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Juvenile Rehabilitation Capital Investment

Continued investment in JR additional capacity through increase in funding for design work for $g $2.5M
a medium-security facility that serves 50 or fewer young people that would open by 2029.

Green Hill School HVAC upgrades SO S5.8M
Green Hill School sleeping rooms doors/locks S1.8M S1.8M
Echo Glen Secure facility improvements S1.7M S1.7M
Minor works projects $3.1M S490K
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Program Support Bills

Prohibits DCYF from using the benefits, payments, funds,
or accrual a youth in Extended Foster Care (EFC) receives

DCYF/Financial to reimburse the costs of their care; directs DCYF to assist
258 5911 stability youth in EFC to apply for benefits; authorizes DCYF to set HELE S R =
up Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) accounts for
eligible youth
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https://app.leg.wa.gov/BillSummary/?BillNumber=5911&Year=2025&Initiative=false

Program Support

Funding is provided for ongoing compliance with QEW testimony
requirements related to an increased number of cases requiring
Qualified expert witness protections under federal and state Indian Child Welfare Acts S1.1 M FY26; S1.1 M FY26;
(QEW) (ICWA and WICWA). ICWA and WICWA require that a QEW be $1.3 M FY27 $1.4 M FY27
available to testify in custody determinations to provide a culturally
relevant perspective during proceedings
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Administrative Reductions

Both House and Senate budget proposals include administrative reductions to all state agencies. The scale
of reduction differs between proposals.

It is likely an administrative reduction will be in the final budget proposal.

These reductions are being carefully considered to reduce impacts to staffing.

Funding is adjusted to reflect savings to administrative costs by 1.5 percent

(Senate).

Administrative reduction Fi523 M Fi92;l M
Funding is adjusted to reflect savings to administrative costs by 3 percent
(House).
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Other Agency Budget Items of Interest

$16.3 M for early learning facilities development for minor
renovation grants

Early learning facilities

(Commerce) Capital funding reappropriated

-536.6 M in funding to support
7,266 eligible children in the
Transition to Kindergarten
program in the 2025-26

Transition to kindergarten (OSPI) school year, and to support
enrollment levels consistent
with Substitute Senate Bill
6260 in the 2026—27 school
year.

-517.6 M in funding to implement ESB 5769, support the 7,266
eligible children in school year 2025-26, and 5,450 eligible
children in school year 2026-27.

Schools may use local funds to serve additional students beyond
those state-funded slots, and OSPI must work with DCYF to
prioritize funded enrollment toward areas with extreme child
care shortages, while ensuring existing priority programs are
funded first.
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Thank youl!

Contact:
Breann Boggs, Breann.Boggs@dcyf.wa.gov
Julie Watts, Julie. Watts@dcyf.wa.qgov
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