Critical Incidents Response
2026 DECISION PACKAGE

DCYF requests funding to address the increase in DCYF-reviewable critical incidents. Most
critical incidents happen after a case has been closed when a child is deemed safe, but there
are still risks in the home, such as substance use, domestic violence, mental health challenges,
housing instability, and parental stress. Therefore, DCYF seeks to expand community-based
prevention services in five targeted high-need areas of the state to help families get the support
they need to deal with these risks. This package will connect parents to substance use disorder
(SUD) treatment to better support safe home environments for young children, and to connect
families to services after their case is closed.

REQUEST COMPONENTS

Program Expansion

This request provides funding for program and contract expansion
Increase SUD treatment for parents

Improve parent-child attachment and infant/maternal health
Increase availability for the Parent-Child Assistance Program (PCAP)
Provide Plan of Safe Care services

Enhance referrals for community supports such as Family Resource Centers

@00

Enhance SUD training for workforce

& Modernize the Child Welfare Safety Framework

Increased Capacity

DCYF requests 1.3 FTE (ongoing) in the supplemental budget to support program and service
expansion.
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Impacts

& Tribes — DCYF will partner with a Tribe to implement the services in their community

& Community — DCYF will engage community members in identified areas to build
relationships and buy-in

& No change to current laws - there is no impact to existing statues, rules, or contracts

DCYF Strategic Priority Alignment

e Safely reduce the number of children
& youth in out-of-home care by half

Cost

2026 Supplemental - $3.478M

Contact:
DCYF Office of Public Affairs
Julie.Watts@dcyf.wa.gov
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