Intent and Authority

Source of authority

Notes

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Reference website on ADA and text of current statute

Caring for Our Children , 3rd Edition (CFOC3)

Link to CFOC3 homepage

CFOC Basics

Link to a PDF created by the US Administration of Children and
Families (part of the US department of health and human
services) CFOC Basics Health and Safety Foundations for Early
Care and Education

CFOC3 National Health and Safety Performance Standards

Link to CFOC3 PDF

Chapter 42.52 RCW (Ethics in Public Service)

Full text of chapter

Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014

Full text of bill

Early Start Act (chapter 7, Laws of 2015)

Click on "Session Law" underneath "Available Documents" to
be directed to the text of the Early Start Act

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA)

Reference website on IDEA and text of current statute

RCW 43.215.250 (License Required)

Full text of section

Washington Law Against Discrimination (WLAD)

Chapter 49.60 RCW full text of chapter

Child Outcomes

Source of authority

Notes

Caring for Our Children, 3rd Edition (CFOC3)

Link to CFOC3 homepage

CFOC Basics

Link to a PDF created by the US Administration of Children and
Families (part of the US department of health and human
services) CFOC Basics Health and Safety Foundations for Early
Care and Education

CFOC3 National Health and Safety Performance Standards

Link to CFOC3 PDF

Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014

Full text of bill

Early Start Act (chapter 7, Laws of 2015)

Click on "Session Law" underneath "Available Documents" to
be directed to the text of the Early Start Act

https://thrivewa.org/standards/

2016 report: Cultural humility and racial equity-Thrive Report

Washington Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills

(WaKIDS)

Link to OSPI WaKIDS resource

Washington State Early Learning and Development

Guidelines Birth through 3rd Grade (2012)

Link to OSPI resource webpage and PDF of guidelines

Family Engagement and Partnerships

Source of authority

Notes

Caring for Our Children , 3rd Edition (CFOC3)

Link to CFOC3 homepage

CFOC Basics

Link to a PDF created by the US Administration of Children and
Families (part of the US department of health and human
services) CFOC Basics Health and Safety Foundations for Early
Care and Education

CFOC3 National Health and Safety Performance Standards

Link to CFOC3 PDF

Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014

Full text of bill

Early Start Act (chapter 7, Laws of 2015)

Click on "Session Law" underneath "Available Documents" to
be directed to the text of the Early Start Act

https://thrivewa.org/standards/

2016 report: Cultural humility and racial equity-Thrive Report

Washington Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills

(WaKIDS)

Link to OSPI WaKIDS resource

Washington State Early Learning and Development

Guidelines Birth through 3rd Grade (2012)

Link to OSPI resource webpage and PDF of guidelines

Professional Developmen

t, Training and Requirements

Source of authority

Notes

Caring for Our Children, 3rd Edition (CFOC3)

Link to CFOC3 homepage

Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014

Full text of bill



https://www.ada.gov/2010_regs.htm
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/WebFiles/CFOC3_updated_final.pdf
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/WebFiles/CFOC3_updated_final.pdf
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=42.52&full=true
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/s1086/text
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1491&Year=2015
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/statuteregulations/
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.215.250
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=49.60&full=true
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/WebFiles/CFOC3_updated_final.pdf
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/WebFiles/CFOC3_updated_final.pdf
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/s1086/text
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1491&Year=2015
https://thrivewa.org/standards/
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/
http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/guidelines.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/guidelines.aspx
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/WebFiles/CFOC3_updated_final.pdf
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/WebFiles/CFOC3_updated_final.pdf
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/s1086/text
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1491&Year=2015
https://thrivewa.org/standards/
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/
http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/guidelines.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/guidelines.aspx
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/s1086/text

Early Start Act (chapter 7, Laws of 2015)

Click on "Session Law" underneath "Available Documents" to
be directed to the text of the Early Start Act

https://thrivewa.org/standards/

2016 report: Cultural humility and racial equity-Thrive Report

National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine

(NASEM) report, Transforming the Workforce for Children

Birth Through Age 8

The National Acadamies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine resource webpage, summary of report, and links to
full text of report

Environment

Source of authority

Notes

Academy of Breastfeeding Medicine (ABM)

Link to ABM's clinical protocols. Clinical protocol #8: Human
Milk Storage Information for Home Use for Full-Term Infants
(2010) can be accessed from this webpage

American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)

Link to agency homepage

AAP Introduction of Solid Foods and Allergic Reactions

(2009)

Link to AAP article concerning introducing solid food

American Dental Association

Link is to the agency homepage, but there are articles address
baby bottle tooth decay and health dental habits for children

American Heart Association

Link to agency homepage

American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM)

Link is to ASTM homepage

ASTM F1292-17

Link to F1292-17 Standard Specification for Impact Attenuation
of Surfacing Materials Within the Use Zone of Playground
Equipment (ASTM requires purchase)

ASTM F2223-10

Link to F2223-10 Standard Guide for ASTM Standards on
Playground Surfacing (ASTM requires purchase)

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)

Reference website on ADA and text of current statute

Building Code (WA)

Link to chapter 19.27 RCW State Building Code

Caring for Our Children, 3rd Edition (CFOC3)

Link to CFOC3 homepage

CFOC Basics

Link to a PDF created by the US Administration of Children and
Families (part of the US department of health and human
services) CFOC Basics Health and Safety Foundations for Early
Care and Education

CFOC3 National Health and Safety Performance Standards

Link to CFOC3 PDF

Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Link to agency homepage

Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP) guidelines

Link to USDA's CACFP homepage

Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014

Full text of bill

Consumer Product Safety Commission(CPSC) guidelines

Link to agency homepage

DEL creation and authorization by state legislature

Link to RCW 43.214.020 Department created--Primary duties

Department of Agriculture (US)

Link is to the agency homepage, but there are articles
addressing how to reduce the impact of lead exposure in
nutrition programs, and guidelines for school gardens

Department of Health (WA)

Link is to the agency homepage, but there are articles that
address soil contamination including arsenic, CCA, lead and
more.

DOH chapter 246-272A WAC

Link to chapter regarding on-site sewage systems

DOH chapter 246-273 WAC

Link to chapter regarding on-site sewage system additives

Early Start Act (chapter 7, Laws of 2015)

Click on "Session Law" underneath "Available Documents" to
be directed to the text of the Early Start Act

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) (US)

Link to agency homepage

EPA Green Cleaning Toolkit for Early Care and Education

Link to EPA page with tipsheets on green cleaning for early
care and education

https://thrivewa.org/standards/

2016 report: Cultural humility and racial equity-Thrive Report

Food and Beverage Workers’ Manual, May 2013 (DOH 332-
036) (WA)

Link is to agency webpage where the manual can be
downloaded in several languages



http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1491&Year=2015
https://thrivewa.org/standards/
http://nationalacademies.org/hmd/reports/2015/birth-to-eight.aspx
http://nationalacademies.org/hmd/reports/2015/birth-to-eight.aspx
http://nationalacademies.org/hmd/reports/2015/birth-to-eight.aspx
http://www.bfmed.org/Resources/Protocols.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/Pages/Default.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/pages/Introduction-of-Solid-Foods-and-Allergic-Reactions.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/pages/Introduction-of-Solid-Foods-and-Allergic-Reactions.aspx
https://www.aap.org/en-us/about-the-aap/aap-press-room/pages/Introduction-of-Solid-Foods-and-Allergic-Reactions.aspx
http://www.ada.org/en
http://www.heart.org/HEARTORG/
https://www.astm.org/
https://www.astm.org/Standards/F1292.htm
https://www.astm.org/DATABASE.CART/HISTORICAL/F2223-10.htm
https://www.ada.gov/2010_regs.htm
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=19.27&full=true
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/WebFiles/CFOC3_updated_final.pdf
http://cfoc.nrckids.org/WebFiles/CFOC3_updated_final.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/
https://www.fns.usda.gov/cacfp/child-and-adult-care-food-program
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/113/s1086/text
https://www.cpsc.gov/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.215&full=true#43.215.020�
https://www.usda.gov/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-272A&full=true
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-273&full=true
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary?BillNumber=1491&Year=2015
https://www.epa.gov/
https://www.epa.gov/childcare/green-cleaning-sanitizing-and-disinfecting-toolkit-early-care-and-education
https://www.epa.gov/childcare/green-cleaning-sanitizing-and-disinfecting-toolkit-early-care-and-education
https://thrivewa.org/standards/
http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/Food/FoodWorkerandIndustry/FoodWorkerManual
http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/Food/FoodWorkerandIndustry/FoodWorkerManual

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) (US)

Link to agency homepage

Governor Inslee's lead directive May 2, 2016 (16-06)

Link will download full text of directive in PDF

La Leche League International (LLLI)

Link to LLI's guidelines for storing pumped milk

Nationl Weather Service (US)

Link to agency homepage

Retail Food Code (WA)

Link to chapter 246-215 WAC Food Service

Washington State Early Learning and Development

Guidelines Birth through 3rd Grade (2012)

Link to OSPI resource webpage and PDF of guidelines

Uniform Plumbing Code (WA)

Link to chapter 51-56 WAC State Building Code Adoption and
Amendment of the 2015 Uniform Plumbing Code

Program Administration and Oversight

Source of authority

Notes



https://www.fda.gov/
http://www.governor.wa.gov/sites/default/files/directive/dir_16-06.pdf
http://www.llli.org/faq/milkstorage.html
http://www.weather.gov/
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=246-215
http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/guidelines.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/EarlyLearning/guidelines.aspx
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=51-56

Information about septic systems:

1. Septic systems are designed for the number of bedrooms in a home, with 2 people per bedroom,
and the of absorption of the soil. The minimum a system is designed for is 3 bedrooms. with a
design of 120 gallon/bdrm for the first 3 and 250 for each additional bedroom.

Size: WAC 246-272-0232

Location: WAC 246-272A-0210

Soil: WAC 246-272A-0220

Permitting: WAC 246-272A-0200

Design requirements (operating capacity, soil type, etc.): WAC 246-272A-0230

2. The Health Dept. can put a cap on the number of people using that system. If the cap is
exceeded, there can be system failure.
Owner Requirements: WAC 246-272A-0270
Enforcement: WAC 246-272A-0430

3. There can't be any type of anchored structure or anything that can sink into the drainfield. The
drainfield needs air to function, so there can't be any additional things that will take that air
away, such as additional soil, groundcover, etc. Gardens cannot be sited in the drainfield
area. However, if the space is just grass, children can play on it ie: run around etc.

Permit: WAC 246-272A-0200
Location: WAC 246-272A-0201



http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0232
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0210
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0220
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0200
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0230
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0270
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0430
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0200
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-001

From: Bunkelman. Judy (DEL)

To: Anderson, Lori (DEL)

Cc: Groff, Debbie (DEL); Hansen, Travis (DEL); Lewis, Yvonne (DEL); Brogan. Lecion (DEL); Martinez, Brenda (DEL);
Ereimuth, Eva (DEL); Mendez, Jessica (DEL); Christensen, Karen (DEL); Latimer, Candace (DEL)

Subject: FW: assistance please

Date: Wednesday, July 26, 2017 10:39:50 AM

And some additional information on septic systems that might be helpful

From: Micha Horn [mailto:mhorn@snohd.org]

Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2017 9:55 AM

To: Bunkelman, Judy (DEL) <Judy.Bunkelman@del.wa.gov>
Subject: RE: assistance please

Hi Judy,

I’'m happy to help. Septic systems are designed by Licensed Septic System designers who are licensed
by the Washington State Department of Licensing. The system is designed to accommodate a
particular amount and type/strength of wastewater based on the size and/or purpose of the
building and the type of soil on the property. A residential property is generally designed based on
an assumption of two persons per bedroom (so a septic system for a 3-bedroom home would be
designed to handle the wastewater for 6 people living in the home full time). For a child care center,
the system would be designed based on the proposed occupancy (staff and children) of the facility.

The local health departments are not responsible for designing septic systems. They will review a
plan submitted by a licensed designer and approve it, and then will conduct an inspection to assure
that the installation matches the design. The job of determining the number of people a septic
system can handle is the responsibility of a septic system designer. They can review the design of
the system, age of the system, current condition of the drainfield, and proposal for the child care,
and from that may be able to determine a specific number of additional occupants that the system
could handle. In some cases, the system may need to be expanded to accommodate a child care.
The designer would then submit a proposal to the local health department for approval before any
changes are made to the system.

It is acceptable for children to play on a standard drainfield that is in good condition. If a septic
system inspection shows no concerns with the drainfield, children running and playing over the top
would be okay. Children shouldn’t be allowed to play/jump on the septic tank risers or inspection
ports. The soil above the drainfield should not be disturbed so sandboxes, play structures,
landscaping cloth, etc should not be installed.

Items 4 and 5 of the proposed WAC 170-300-0250 may need additional clarification. See comments
in red below.

170-300-0250

Private septic systems.

(1) If an early learning program is served by a private septic system, the septic
system must be designed, constructed, and maintained in accordance with
state and local health jurisdiction requirements. For purposes of this section, a


mailto:/O=WA.GOV/OU=SHAREDX/CN=ADC RECIPIENTS/CN=DEL - DEPARTMENT OF EARLY LEARNING/CN=DEL/CN=STAFF/CN=USERS/CN=ESA/CN=JUDY.BUNKELMAN
mailto:lori.anderson@del.wa.gov
mailto:Debbie.Groff@del.wa.gov
mailto:Travis.Hansen@del.wa.gov
mailto:Yvonne.Lewis@del.wa.gov
mailto:lecion.brogan@del.wa.gov
mailto:Brenda.Martinez@del.wa.gov
mailto:Eva.Freimuth@del.wa.gov
mailto:jessica.mendez@del.wa.gov
mailto:karen.christensen@del.wa.gov
mailto:Kandi.Latimer@del.wa.gov

septic system is a “private septic system” if the septic system is not connected
to a public sewer system maintained by a government agency. A “private
septic system” includes, but is not limited to, the septic system’s drain field
and tanks. weight #6

(2) A private septic system must be:

(a) Inspected by a septic system inspector certified by the local health
jurisdiction; and

(b) Pumped at least once every three years or more often as required by the
state or a local health jurisdiction. weight #5

(3) The most recent private septic system pumping and inspection records must
be kept on the premises and made available to the department upon request.
Weight #4

(4) An early learning program must have inspection documentation from the
state, local health jurisdiction, or a private company. This documentation must
state that the private septic system and drain field can accommodate the
number of occupants, including children and adults, currently using or planned
to use the private septic system. weight #5

Inspection documentation would refer to pumper and operation/maintenance reports on the
functioning of a current system, not the design of the system. These inspection reports are what
are required in item (3) above. The early learning program must have documentation from a
designer or professional engineer licensed by the Washington State Department of Licensing that
states that the septic system and drainfield can accommodate the number of occupants, including
children and adults, currently using or planned to use the private septic system.

(5) If an early learning provider does not have the documentation described in
subsection (4) of this section, the provider must obtain from the state, local
health jurisdiction, or a department approved private company such
documentation within three months of the date this section becomes effective.
Weight #4

The majority of family home child cares operating in homes served by on-site septic systems will
not have this documentation. Unless the septic system for the home was initially designed to
operate a child care, the state or local health jurisdiction will not have this documentation. Instead
of saying “department approved private company” (which implies that DEL will provide a list of
designers) it may be better to state that “If an early learning provider does not have the
documentation...the provider must obtain from a state-licensed on-site designer such
documentation within XX months...” Because this is potentially a lot of work for the licensed
designers and an additional cost for child care providers, a longer time frame to achieve
compliance may be necessary.

(6) Playgrounds (playground structures?) must not:

(a) Interfere with access to or the operation of a private septic system,
including a private septic system’s drain field and tanks; and

(b) Be located or placed on the private septic system’s drain field or tanks.
Weight #6

(7) An early learning provider must provide notice to the department and local
health jurisdiction if there is a problem, concern, or malfunction with a private
septic system. Weight #6

(8) If a private septic system malfunctions or a problem arises that interferes
with the proper operation of the system, the state, local health jurisdiction, or



department may require an early learning program to close until the system is
repaired and operates according to the manufacturer’s standards. weight #6

Hope that helps. Please let me know if you have any additional questions.
--- Micha Horn

Michaela Horn | Environmental Health Specialist | Child Care Health Outreach Program
3020 Rucker Avenue, Ste 208 | Everett, WA 98201 | 425.339.8712 | mhorn@snohd.or
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Public Health: Always working for a safer & healthier Snohomish County

NOTICE: All emails and attachments sent to and from the Snohomish Health District are
public records and may be subject to disclosure pursuant to the Public Records Act
(RCW 42.56).

From: Bunkelman, Judy (DEL) [mailto:Judy.Bunkelman@del.wa.gov]
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2017 10:23 AM

To: Micha Horn
Subject: assistance please

Good Morning Micha,

| was given your name by Adrienne Dorf as a person who may be able to assist me. The Department
of Early Learning is currently negotiating the new aligned WAC rules for child care facilities. In the
course of our negotiation, some questions have come up that perhaps you can give some guidance
on. Adrienne thought you may be able to provide some quick response.

1. When a septic system is designed and installed, how is the occupant load determined?

2. For the purpose of child care, does local health have the responsibility or ability to
determine how many people can be in the home regularly based upon the size of the septic
system?

3. Can children play on the drainfield — we know there can be no structures but if it is covered
with grass, can they run and play on it?

Thank you for considering my request for information. We don’t need anything too complicated, we
just need to understand in general if the proposed rules will conform to health rules.

Judy Bunkelman
Licensing Monitor & Risk Management Coodinator
Department of Early Learning

3352 Ave


mailto:asuarez@snohd.org
http://www.snohd.org/
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Yakima, WA 98902

Judy.bunkelman@del.wa.gov
(509) 423-9152

www.del.wa.gov

Kids' Potential, Our Purpose
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Information about septic systems:

1. Septic systems are designed for the number of bedrooms in a home, with 2 people per bedroom,
and the of absorption of the soil. The minimum a system is designed for is 3 bedrooms. with a
design of 120 gallon/bdrm for the first 3 and 250 for each additional bedroom.

Size: WAC 246-272-0232

Location: WAC 246-272A-0210

Soil: WAC 246-272A-0220

Permitting: WAC 246-272A-0200

Design requirements (operating capacity, soil type, etc.): WAC 246-272A-0230

2. The Health Dept. can put a cap on the number of people using that system. If the cap is
exceeded, there can be system failure.
Owner Requirements: WAC 246-272A-0270
Enforcement: WAC 246-272A-0430

3. There can't be any type of anchored structure or anything that can sink into the drainfield. The
drainfield needs air to function, so there can't be any additional things that will take that air
away, such as additional soil, groundcover, etc. Gardens cannot be sited in the drainfield
area. However, if the space is just grass, children can play on it ie: run around etc.

Permit: WAC 246-272A-0200
Location: WAC 246-272A-0201



http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0232
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0210
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0220
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0200
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0230
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0270
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0430
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-0200
http://app.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=246-272A-001

Septic System PugetStJundtg

General Questions

How long do septic systems last?

Septic systems are designed to provide long-term, effective treatment of household
waste when operated and maintained properly. However, most systems that fail pre-
maturely are due to improper maintenance. Less serious problems are usually with
plumbing (such as pipe blockages from tree roots growing into the pipe). Sometimes,
the septic tank, although durable, can deteriorate or have other structural problems.
The most serious problems are the result of a clogged drainfield. Unfortunately, this is
the most expensive to repair. Once the absorption field is clogged, it must be re-
placed and can cost thousands of dollars.

What is the replacement or reserve area?

This is an area that may be used for replacing or expanding the drainfield. It must
meet the same criteria, such as acceptable soils, setbacks, etc., as a regular drain-
field and should be protected in the same way.

How do | locate my septic system? How can | learn more about my property’s septic
system?
Obtain a copy of your property’s septic system record drawing (usually referred to
as an “as-built”), a diagram showing where your system components are located.
You can obtain your property’s as-built from your local health department or health
district—-some allow you to search for your as-built online.

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/in-your-local-area/local-resources/
How do | know my septic system is in good working order?

A septic system evaluation can be performed by a septic system professional. Some
health departments and districts can perform this service, usually for a fee. Contact
your local health department or district for more information.

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/in-your-local-area/local-resources/

What happens when a septic system fails? How can I tell?

Usually when a septic system fails, the drainfield is not functioning properly. When a
septic tank overflows, the effluent can pass to the drainfield, clogging up the pipes.
This causes sinks and toilets to back up in the house. Other signs include: slow
draining toilets and drains, an odor of sewage, wet area on or near the drainfield, or
contaminated well water.

How can | prevent a septic failure?

Maintenance, maintenance, maintenance! If your system has been properly
designed, sited, and installed, the rest is up to you. Inspect your system annually and
pump as needed (usually every 3-5 years), avoid excess water use, and watch what
you put down the drain and flush down the toilet. For additional information, visit the
“System Maintenance” page.

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/septic/system-maintenance.php
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Can my septic system contaminate my well and nearby streams and water bodies?

Yes, particularly if the effluent is not adequately treated, as in a failing system.
Untreated effluent is a health hazard and can cause many human diseases. Once
this untreated effluent enters the groundwater, you and your neighbor’s wells can be
contaminated. Also, if this sewage reaches nearby streams or water bodies, shellfish
beds and recreational swimming areas may also be jeopardized.

Is there financial help available for failing systems or repairs?

Some health departments and districts in the Puget Sound region have low-interest
loan and grant programs to help residents who live in shellfish protection areas or
need financial assistance to maintain existing systems and repair failing septics.
Visit the “In Your Local Area” page to access your local health department or district
Web site for more information.

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/in-your-local-area/local-resources

Why is water conservation important?

Septic tanks are mainly settling chambers. They allow time for solids and scum to
separate out from wastewater, so clear liquid can safely go to the drainfield. Over
time, the scum and sludge layers get thicker, leaving less space and time for the
waste-water to settle before passing to the drainfield.

There are limits to the amount of water septic systems can treat. For every gallon
entering the tank, one gallon is pushed out. In some instances, too much water may
back up into your house or overload the drainfield and surface in the yard. Large
volumes of water in short periods of time may also not allow solids enough time to
settle, and may be carried out to the drainfield, ultimately clogging the pipes.

I’'ve heard | shouldn’t use a garbage disposal. Why is that?

Garbage disposals have a dramatic impact on how often you'll need to pump your
septic tank. Food particles usually are not digested by the bacteria and accumulate
as scum. If a large amount of water enters the tank, it can then push the food par-
ticles into the drainfield, causing clogging. If you must use a garbage disposal, your
tank will need to be pumped more frequently.

Should | be careful of what | pour down the drain?

Yes, many materials that are poured down the drain do not decompose and remain in
the tank. In addition to minimal use of a garbage disposal (see question above), don’t
pour grease, fats, and oils down the drain or place coffee grounds and egg shells in
the disposal or down the drain. Keep chemicals out of your system. See the “System
Maintenance” page.

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/septic/system-maintenance.php

What shouldn’t | flush down the toilet?

Flush only human waste and toilet paper down the toilet—avoid flushing dental floss,
cat litter (including “flushable” varieties), hair, Kleenex, cigarette butts, cotton swabs,
feminine hygiene products, condoms, paper towels, static cling sheets, diapers, and
disposable wipes. These items could clog your septic system components and cause
a failure.

Will additives help my system?

No. Adding a stimulator or an enhancer to a septic tank to help it function or “to
restore bacterial balance” is not necessary. The naturally occurring bacteria needed
for the septic system to work are already present in human feces. According to the
U.S. Department of Health, none of these products eliminate the need for routine
maintenance and pumping.
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Drainfield questions

What can | plant over my drainfield and septic system?

Grass is the ideal cover for drainfields. Grasses can be ornamental, mowed in a
traditional lawn, or in an unmowed meadow. Or, you can try groundcovers and ferns
(for specific plants, see the “Drainfield Landscaping” page). For plantings over septic
tanks, keep in mind, if you don’t have risers installed, you will need to dig up the
ground to access the tanks for inspection and pumping—generally every 3 to 5 years.

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/septic/drainfield-landscaping.php

How close can trees and shrubs be to the drainfield?

Trees and shrubs generally have extensive root systems that seek out and grow into
wet areas, such as drainfields. As a result, trees and large shrubs should be kept at
least 30 feet away from your drainfield, and may require greater setbacks depending
on the root structure and soil type. If you wish to plant trees near a drainfield, consult
an expert who can determine types of plants and distances, based on your property’s
soil type.

Can | plant a vegetable garden over my drainfield?

No. Growing vegetables over a drainfield is not recommended. Vegetables need
watering, and excess water in the soil reduces its ability to treat wastewater. The
deep roots of some vegetables may damage drainfield pipes. Bed preparation,
such as rototilling or deep digging, can also damage pipes. Plus, there is the risk
of contaminating food crops with sewage.

What about landscape plastic or fabric under mulch, can that be placed over the
drainfield?

No. Plastic reduces the necessary air exchange in the drainfield soil. Even mulch or
bark over the drainfield is not recommended, because it reduces air exchange and
retains water.

Can | build a carport or camper pad over the drainfield? How about a tennis court
or hot tub?

No, for two reasons. First, you should avoid driving over the drainfield— the pressure
of vehicles and heavy equipment compact the soil and can damage pipes. Second,
impermeable materials such as concrete and asphalt reduce evaporation and the
supply of oxygen to the soil. Oxygen is critical to the proper breakdown of sewage by
soil microorganisms.

How about putting my carport over the replacement area?

No. The designated drainfield replacement area (reserve area) should be left un-
developed and protected from compaction in case you must repair or replace your
drainfield in the future.

Can cattle graze over the drainfield? How about just one horse?

Livestock should be kept off of drainfields. In the winter, livestock trample and muddy
the soil; in the summer they compact it. Again, this is not good for the soil’s ability to
exchange oxygen. So, sorry, even one horse is not recommended.

Rainwater is directed onto my drainfield, is this a problem?

Yes. Downspouts and stormwater from surfaces such as driveways and patios should
be diverted off the septic tank and drainfield. A small trench uphill from a drainfield
can help direct water away.



How close to the drainfield can | install a sprinkler system?

Water lines should be at least 10 feet from all components of the septic system.
Be sure all sprinkler lines are fitted with approved backflow prevention devices.

...and can | put a retaining wall and drains back there?

If planning to put drains (interceptor, French, curtain) or retaining walls within 30 feet
of ANY PART of the septic system, check with your local health department or district.
Never cut through drainfields for drains, walls, or irrigation lines. French drains are
notorious for carrying pollution from septic systems into water bodies or streets.

Inspection and pumping questions

I've been in my house for 18 years and never pumped my septic tank. Why should | be
concerned?
Over time sludge and scum build up in the septic tank and unless it is removed it will
flow into the drainfield, clogging the soil pipes. Once a drainfield is clogged, it must
be replaced, which is an expensive repair, costing anywhere from $2,000 to $10,000
or more. It is also possible that you could have a leak in the tank.
In either case, you risk contaminating ground and surface water resources, which
could affect you or your neighbor’s wells or nearby streams and other water bodies.
And finally, you may eventually have a plumbing backup in your home.

Can you tell if the tank needs pumping without digging it up?

Unless you have risers installed, you will need to dig up the ground above the septic
tank to inspect it. Risers give easy access to the septic system without disturbing the
soil above the tank. By keeping maintenance records, you can have it pumped on a
routine schedule, based on the previous years’ rate of solids accumulation.

Who do I call to inspect and/or pump my septic system?

Contact your local health department or health district for a list of certified pumpers
in your area—most have lists on their Web sites.

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/in-your-local-area/local-resources/

Can | inspect the tank myself?

Yes, you can inspect your septic tank using the “stick test.” You can find an online
tutorial video produced by Island County Health Department at the “Inspection,
Pumping and Repair” section of the Web site.

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/septic/inspection-pumping-and-repair.php

How often should I have the tank pumped?

How often you need to pump depends on the size of the tank, the number of people
in the household, and the amount and type of solids. A septic tank should be in-
spected annually to check for needed repairs and pumped as needed, usually every
3 to 5 years. Some alternative systems that are more complex may need pumping
more frequently. If you are unsure if your tank needs pumping, have it inspected and
get a recommendation for how many years you can go between pumping. Write this
schedule down on a maintenance chart or where

you keep your maintenance records and stick to it!

How much will it cost to have it pumped?

Pumping can cost from $250 and up. We recommend contacting at least three
pumpers and asking them a series of questions before choosing the best pumper
for your needs. Visit the “Hire a Certified Professional” page to find a list of helpful
questions to ask.

http://www.pugetsoundstartshere.org/septic/hire-a-certified-professional.php
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From: Marie keller

To: Rules (DEL’
Subject: DOH information for NRM environments
Date: Friday, July 28, 2017 8:06:57 PM

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tracy Middleton <tracystikes@hotmail.com>
Date: July 28, 2017 at 5:58:27 PM PDT

To: "hmariekeller@yahoo.com™ <hmariekeller@yahoo.com>
Subject: Fw: Question/Comment from the public

<!--[if mso 9]--> <!--[endif]--> Here is the response for the Washington state department of health.
Tracy

From: Eliasson, John (DOH) <John.Eliasson@DOH.WA.GOV>
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2017 10:24:55 AM

To: tracystikes@hotmail.com

Subject: RE: Question/Comment from the public

Good morning Tracy,
Your question about septic system safety was forwarded to me to respond.

It is safe for children to play on the grassy area where a septic tank and drainfield is located as long are the

system is properly designed, installed, and maintained. Information on caring for your system is available on

our website at
http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/WastewaterManagement/SepticSystem/CaringforYourSystem
If your system was permitted by your local health jurisdiction, they should have the design and installation

records as well as possible system inspection records. If you don’t have copies of these records, | encourage
you to contact their office to obtain them.

If you have any other questions or need additional information about septic systems, please feel free to
contact me. Thank you.

Best regards,

John M. Eliasson

Department of Health

Division of Environmental Health

Office of Environmental Health and Safety

Wastewater Management Section

PO Box 47824

Olympia, WA 98504-7824

Phone: 360/236-3041 Fax: 360/236-2257

E-mail: john.eliasson@doh.wa.gov

Public Health - Always Working for a Safer and Healthier Washington

From: Question From the Public [mailto:doh.webmaster@doh.wa.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, July 19, 2017 5:22 PM

To: DOH Information <DOH.Information@DOH.WA.GOV>


mailto:hmariekeller@yahoo.com
mailto:Rules@del.wa.gov
mailto:tracystikes@hotmail.com
mailto:hmariekeller@yahoo.com
mailto:hmariekeller@yahoo.com
mailto:John.Eliasson@DOH.WA.GOV
mailto:tracystikes@hotmail.com
http://www.doh.wa.gov/CommunityandEnvironment/WastewaterManagement/SepticSystem/CaringforYourSystem
mailto:john.eliasson@doh.wa.gov
mailto:doh.webmaster@doh.wa.gov
mailto:DOH.Information@DOH.WA.GOV

Subject: Question/Comment from the public

The following question from the public was submitted:

1. Please select one:
Other

2. Please enter your comments or questions in the space provided below:

For rural area homes, is it safe for children to play on the grassy area located directly above an in
ground septic tank or drain field as long as there is not visible hazards present?

3. If you are sending feedback on one of our Web pages, please paste the URL here:

(no answer)

4. Would you like a response?
Tell us how to get in touch with you.
Name:
Tracy Dawson
E-Mail:
r ik hotmail.com
Telephone:
3602498058


mailto:tracystikes@hotmail.com

From: Marie keller

To: Rules (DEL)

Subject: Septic drain field info for NRM

Date: Friday, July 28, 2017 8:08:31 PM

Attachments: Stanaland Pump Report Master.LAPTOP-2911C730.doc

ATT00003.htm
Tracy Dawson.pdf
ATT00004.htm

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: Tracy Middleton <tracystikes@hotmail.com>

Date: July 28, 2017 at 5:56:24 PM PDT

To: "hmariekeller@yahoo.com” <hmariekeller@yahoo.com>
Subject: Fw: Report and Invoice

Marie,

These are the different inspections that could be done by the septic system
company that we use, while others can do something along these lines as well,
but thisisan overview. Oneisacopy of my previous receipt that shows the
ingpection that we're done during a normal septic pumping and the others showed
additional inspections that are available.

Tracy

From: Office <office@stanglandseptic.com>
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2017 9:36:13 AM
To: tracystikes@hotmail.com

Subject: Report and Invoice
Tracy,

Thank you for your call. | have attached a copy of the report form that we do for
anyone that needs an actual report rather than just a receipt. If the state says that
they would want the report rather than just the invoice the price would be $160 for
the inspection, $80 for the report and then any dig fees for tanks that are not
exposed. The report would come with the filled out and signed form, a copy of the as
built if the county has one on file, pictures and the invoice.

If they are good with just the invoice, then all of our invoices would be like your last
one that is also attached. The cost would be $160 for the inspection and any dig fees

for tanks that are not exposed.

Please note though, | don’t know how other pumpers do their receipts or reports


mailto:hmariekeller@yahoo.com
mailto:Rules@del.wa.gov
mailto:tracystikes@hotmail.com
mailto:hmariekeller@yahoo.com
mailto:hmariekeller@yahoo.com
mailto:office@stanglandseptic.com
mailto:tracystikes@hotmail.com

Stangland’s Septic Service


Stangland Const. Inc.


5510 Olympic Highway


Aberdeen, WA  98520


Phone (360) 533-2292


Fax (360) 532-1561


Pump Report


Date: 7-26-17    County: Grays Harbor     


Property Owner: Trevor Wheeler     Pump site address: 25 Clemons Road, Montesano WA  98563

Physical Characteristics of Tank


Tank Size in Gallons: 1000  


Tank Construction: 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Manufactured

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Homemade   


Tank Material:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Concrete
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Plastic
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Metal



        
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Wood
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:      

Number of Compartments:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Double        FORMCHECKBOX 
 Single


Condition of Septic Tank

Effluent Level Before Pumping:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 High
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Normal
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Low


Was primary septic tank pumped and inspected?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Condition of inlet baffle:        

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Good
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Needs Repair







 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plastic
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Concrete
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:  

Condition of outlet baffle:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Good
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Needs Repair







 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plastic
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Concrete
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other:  

Condition of Center baffle:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Good      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
Needs Repair



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plastic    
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Concrete     FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Other:  

Effluent Filter:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cleaned
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No effluent filter


System has a Pump Chamber Tank:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Pump chamber tank Pumped:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not Necessary at this time.


Pump Working:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No


Pump chamber tank found in good physical condition?  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Drain Field Conditions: FORMCHECKBOX 
 Drainfield appears to be working properly at time of pumping

               FORMCHECKBOX 
 Backflow into tank  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Evidence of seepage into yard

 
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Repair Notes or Explanations:                     

Pumper’s Signature:  _________________________________Date:  7-27-17

*** Septic system is not guaranteed beyond date of inspection.  No claim is made by this company, either   


   expressed or implied, concerning success or failure of the septic system.  This report does not meet the Pacific County  O&M requirements. ***









5510 Olympic Highway STAN G LAN D Phone: 360-533-2292
Aberdeen WA 98520 S E PTI C S E RVI C E Fax: 360-532-1561

e e B A
BILL TO: %hf}“ INVOICE
Tracy Dawson INVOICE #: 83055
920 Holm Avenue
Montesano WA 98563 DATE: 6/4/2015
Date Quantity Description Amount
6/4/2015 1,000 Pumped 1000 gallon single compartment 305.00

septic tank with good plastic tee
inlet/outlet. Drainfield appears to be
working properly at time of pumping.

We accept Check, Cash, Visa,
Mastercard, Discover & American

Express.
LOCATION ADDRESS: Subtotal $305.00
920 Holm Avenue
Montesano, WA 98563 Sales Tax (8.5%) $25.93
Payments/Credits -$330.93
Balance Due $0.00
County / Tax Code Grays Harbor - 1400 TERMS: Due on recelpt

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

Please visit our website at: www.stanglandseptic.com















except for Pacific Sewage that is a sister company of ours.

If you have any questions, please feel free to call our office.

Carolyn Evans

Office Manager
Stangland Septic Service
Phone: 360-533-2292



Stangland’s Septic Service
Stangland Const. Inc.
5510 Olympic Highway
Aberdeen, WA 98520
Phone (360) 533-2292
Fax (360) 532-1561

Pump Report

Date: 7-26-17 County: Grays Harbor
Property Owner: Trevor Wheeler  Pump site address: 25 Clemons Road, Montesano WA 98563

Physical Characteristics of Tank
Tank Size in Gallons: 1000

Tank Construction:  [X] Manufactured [ JHomemade
Tank Material: X]Concrete [ ]Plastic [ ] Metal

[ ] Wood [ ]other:
Number of Compartments: X Double [ ] Single

Condition of Septic Tank
Effluent Level Before Pumping: [ ] High X Normal [ JLow

Was primary septic tank pumped and inspected?  [X] Yes [ ]No
Condition of inlet baffle: X Good [ ] Needs Repair

[ ]Plastic  [X] Concrete [ ] Other:
Condition of outlet baffle: X] Good [ ] Needs Repair

[ ]Plastic  [X] Concrete [ ] Other:
Condition of Center baffle: X] Good [ INeeds Repair

[ ]Plastic  [X] Concrete [ ] N/A

[ ]other:
Effluent Filter: [ ]Cleaned [X]No effluent filter
System has a Pump Chamber Tank: [ ] Yes X No
Pump chamber tank Pumped: [ ]Yes [ ] Not Necessary at this time.
Pump Working: [ ]Yes [ INo
Pump chamber tank found in good physical condition? [ ]Yes [ ]No

Drain Field Conditions:[X] Drainfield appears to be working properly at time of pumping
[] Backflow into tank [ ] Evidence of seepage into yard
[ ] Other

Repair Notes or Explanations:

Pumper’s Signature: Date: 7-27-17

*** Septic system is not guaranteed beyond date of inspection. No claim is made by this company, either
expressed or implied, concerning success or failure of the septic system. This report does not meet the Pacific

County O&M requirements. ***




5510 Olympic Highway STAN G LAN D Phone: 360-533-2292
Aberdeen WA 98520 S E PTI C S E RVI C E Fax: 360-532-1561

e e B A
BILL TO: %hf}“ INVOICE
Tracy Dawson INVOICE #: 83055
920 Holm Avenue
Montesano WA 98563 DATE: 6/4/2015
Date Quantity Description Amount
6/4/2015 1,000 Pumped 1000 gallon single compartment 305.00

septic tank with good plastic tee
inlet/outlet. Drainfield appears to be
working properly at time of pumping.

We accept Check, Cash, Visa,
Mastercard, Discover & American

Express.
LOCATION ADDRESS: Subtotal $305.00
920 Holm Avenue
Montesano, WA 98563 Sales Tax (8.5%) $25.93
Payments/Credits -$330.93
Balance Due $0.00
County / Tax Code Grays Harbor - 1400 TERMS: Due on recelpt

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!

Please visit our website at: www.stanglandseptic.com
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Small Business Proposed WAC 170-300-0235
Economic Impact Statement | A rule concerning safe water
sources

Date: February 1, 2017

1. Describe the proposed rule, including:
e  a brief history of the issue
e an explanation of why the proposed rule is needed
e a brief description of the probable compliance requirements and the kinds of professional services
that a small business is likely to need in order to comply with the proposed rule

Lead and copper pose serious health risks, particularly to young children. According to the EPA, lead
can affect almost every organ and system in the human body and “children six years old and younger
are most susceptible to the effects of lead.” Lead and copper enter drinking water mainly through
plumbing materials, and exposure may cause health problems that range from stomach complications
to brain damage. Lead affects the central and peripheral nervous systems, cardiovascular system,
kidney, blood, gastrointestinal system, immune system, and reproductive system. Even low levels of
lead can result in behavior and learning problems, lower IQ, hyperactivity, slowed growth, hearing
problems, and anemia.

In response to Governor Inslee’s directive 16-06, the Department of Health issued recommendations
for the Department of Early Learning and other agencies that are intended to reduce exposure to lead
and other environmental hazards where children live, learn, and play. While the governor’s directive
requires testing in buildings built before 1978, the Departments of Early Learning and Health have
determined that water quality testing for lead and copper in all licensed buildings is needed to achieve
health and safety goals and protect young children who are the most vulnerable demographic. The
proposed rule was developed using science-based, cost-effective recommendations for reducing lead
consumption in young children.

Proposed WAC 170-300-0235 would require both center and family home child care providers to:

1. Determine the lead and copper levels of any water source used for food or infant formula
preparation or drinking water and remediate when unsafe levels are detected. Providers must
conduct an initial test within six months of the rule’s effective date and test at least once every
six years thereafter. Water testing would also be required as part of the application process
for prospective providers; and

2. Test private well water for coliform bacteria and nitrates and remediate when unsafe levels are
detected.

The proposed rule reduces the risk of children enrolled in licensed child care from being exposed to
dangerous substances by dictating steps that will protect children enrolled in the early learning
programs in the event these tests reveal unsafe levels of lead or copper at or above the standards set
by the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency or unsafe bacteria and nitrate levels.

Both of the tests required under proposed WAC 170-300-0235 must be performed by a Washington
State certified water laboratory, certified by the Washington State Department of Ecology. The lab
provides a test kit that includes sampling instructions and water bottles. Licensed providers and
license applicants draw water samples and deliver them to the lab for testing. The lab issues written
test results, which must be kept on the licensed premises.




2. Identify which businesses are required to comply with the proposed rule using the North American
Industry Classification System (NAICS) codes and what the minor-cost thresholds are.

NAICS Minor-cost Minor-cost
code (4, threshold = threshold =

50r6 NAICS business # of businesses 1% of average 0.3% of average

digit) description in WA annual payroll annual receipts
624410 | Child day care services 2228* $1,548 937.9591562

*Based on data from the 2012 U.S. Census. As of December 2016, 3,604 family homes and 1,578 centers were
licensed in Washington State, for a total of 5,182 child care providers.

3. Analyze the probable cost of compliance. Identify the probable costs to comply with the proposed rule,
including: cost of equipment, supplies, labor, professional services and increased administrative costs. Based
on input, describe how compliance with the rule may cause lost sales or revenue.

Water testing costs vary across Washington State. Nine labs were contacted around the state to
determine a range of $25 to $112 with an average cost of $47 to test for lead and copper. Testing
private well water for bacteria ranged from $45 to $71, with an average cost of $56.

Testing is not expected to exceed the minor cost threshold for any provider. For the majority of
licensed center and family home providers, the only ongoing costs would be those associated with
buying kits to test faucents and private wells, where applicable, between one and six years. The
majority of family homes will be testing one faucet for lead and copper. The 600 largest centers in the
state will bear an average cost of $188 to test an assumed two faucets and two drinking fountains.
This cost does not take into account follow-up testing to identify potential “false-positive” readings.

Remediation costs are indeterminate should any test reveal unsafe levels of levels of lead or copper in
drinking water or bacteria or nitrates in drinking water. Remediation costs may include repairing
plumbing systems or private wells, or providing bottled or packaged water to meet the safety needs for
preparing food or infant formula, drinking, and cooking. These would be one-time or short-term costs.
Remediation is not a new requirement — current rules require centers and family home child care
providers to maintain safe water sources.

4. Explain how you determined the rule may impose more-than-minor costs on businesses in the
industry.

The testing requirement does not impose more-than-minor costs on businesses in the industry. This
statement is supplied since any remediation costs would likely exceed the minor threshold. However,
as explained above, those costs are variable and indeterminate. Furthermore, current rules require
remediation of unsafe water sources, so this should not be considered a new cost.

5. Determine whether the proposed rule may impose a disproportionate impact on small businesses
compared to the 10 percent of businesses that are the largest businesses required to comply with the
proposed rule.

Use one or more of the following as a basis for comparing costs:

e Cost per employee
e  Cost per hour of labor
e Cost per $100 of sales

The proposed rule impacts only small businesses, however the new costs imposed do not exceed the
minor cost threshold.




6. If the proposed rule is likely to impose a disproportionate impact on small businesses, identify the
steps taken to reduce the costs of the rule on small businesses. Include consideration of each of the
following cost mitigation strategies:

(a) Reducing, modifying, or eliminating substantive regulatory requirements

(b) Simplifying, reducing, or eliminating recordkeeping and reporting requirements

(c) Reducing the frequency of inspections

(d) Delaying compliance timetables

(e) Reducing or modifying fine schedules for noncompliance

(f) Any other mitigation techniques suggested by small businesses or their advocates
If the costs cannot be reduced, provide a clear explanation of why.

The proposed lead and copper test complies with current EPA testing standards to determine whether
any faucet supplying water has an unsafe concentration of lead or copper, or whether a private well
has unsafe levels of bacteria or nitrates. The Department of Early Learning believes imposing this
minor cost is necessary to ensure the safety of children who participate in the programs DEL regulates.
The one-time and short-term costs identified above necessary to remediate any unsafe water source to
reduce the risk of children’s exposure to harmful toxins could not be mitigated.

7. Describe how small businesses were involved in the development of the proposed rule.

A working draft of the rule was distributed to licensees on January 12, 2017 with a solicitation for
comment. Since January 10, the working draft has also been available on the Department of Early
Learning’s website with an opportunity to comment. Thirteen comments were received and revisions
were made based on those comments. Family home licensees are represented by the Service
Employees International Union (SEIU), Local 925. DEL has a statutory obligation to negotiate
proposed rules that impact family home licensees with SEIU and other affected parties. The SEIU has
the additional option to bargain on behalf of its members any rule impacts.

8. Identify the estimated number of jobs that will be created or lost as the result of compliance with the
proposed rule.

The requirement of testing faucents and, where applicable, private wells would most likely not impact a
licensee’s hiring decision. The need to repair or replace plumbing may impact a licensee’s decision to
employ paid staff, or the number of hours that the licensee uses paid staff in a given year. As
explained above, remediation is required by current rules.

9. Summarize the results of the analysis, including the determination if costs are disproportionate.

Proposed WAC 170-300-0235 requires center and family home child care providers to regularly test
faucets for unsafe levels of lead and copper and test private well water for unsafe levels of bacteria and
nitrates. The cost of testing is not expected to exceed the minor cost threshold. Repairs are required
or an alternative source of water must be provided when the tests reveal that the water is unsafe for
children. Current rules require remediation of unsafe water sources, so the cost to repair water
systems should not be considered a new cost imposed by the proposed rule.
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