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Members of the House of Representatives have been back home in their local districts for over a
week and will return to session when the Congress reconvenes the first week in September. The
Senate stayed in Washington DC longer than the House, passing some appropriation bills for FFY
2026 and working on approval of Presidential nominees. The Senate adjourned for their August
recess this past weekend, after working without success to reach a bipartisan agreement related to
funding and approval of more administrative nominees.

FFY 2026 Appropriations Process Right before recess, the Senate Appropriations Committee
completed the markup of several FFY 2026 funding bills including the one that funds health and
human services, education, and labor programs. The bill, passed by a bipartisan vote of 26-3, provides
$197 billion for programs October 1, 2025, through September 30, 2026.

The bill provides $79.0 billion in discretionary funding for the Department of Education. The bill also
provides $15.22 billion, an increase of $50 million over fiscal year 2025, for all three IDEA Special
Education State formula grant programs and retains each as a separate program. Each of the
programs under Part D are also maintained as separate programs. The bill maintains IDEA programs
with the Department of Education.

The Report accompanying the bill specifically mentions the Office of Special Education Programs
(OSEP), stating “The Committee notes the important role that the Office of Special Education
Programs [OSEP] plays in ensuring States’ compliance with IDEA and requests an update in the
fiscal year 2027 congressional justification on OSEP’s IDEA monitoring and technical assistance
support efforts maintained by funding provided in this act.”

According to the summary of the bill released by the Committee, the bill includes a new
requirement that the Department of Education maintain the staff necessary to ensure it carries out
its statutory responsibilities, including carrying out programs and activities funded in this bill in a
timely manner. The bill also includes a requirement that the Department of Education make
formula grants available to states and districts on time.

The bill maintains current funding of $793 million for the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) and
also requires the Department to support staffing levels necessary for IES and the National Center for
Education Statistics to fulfill their statutory responsibilities.
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The bill maintains SAMHSA as its own, independent agency to ensure substance use and mental

health remain a priority at HHS. It maintains funding at $43.12 million for FFY 2026 for the

Administration for Community Living as its own agency within HHS to help support seniors and

Americans with disabilities. Additionally, the bill includes $18.8 million for FFY 2026.
for the Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI) program.

Funding for specific programs important to young children and their families are provided below:

Program Final FFY President’s FFY 2026 Senate

2025 Request Commiittee

Funding Recommendation
IDEA Part B State Grant $14.21 billion $14.9 billion $14.26 billion
IDEA Part B Preschool 619 $420 million -0- $420 million
IDEA Part C $540 million $540 million $540.00 million
IDEA Part D — State $38.6 million -0- $38.63 million
Personnel Development
IDEA Part D - Technical $39.4 million -0- $39.35 million
Assistance and
Dissemination
IDEA Part D - Personnel $115.0 million -0- $115 million
Preparation
IDEA Part D - Parent $33.2 million -0- $33.15 million
Information Centers
IDEA Part D - Educational $31.4 million -0- $31.43 million
Technology, Media, and
Materials
Research in Special $64.2 million No amount requested; | $64.26 million
Educations consolidation

recommended

Preschool Development $315 million -0- $315 million
Grants
Maternal and Child Health $603.6 million | $767 million $799.7 million
Block Grant
Early Hearing Detection and | $18.8 million -O- $18.8 million
Intervention
Child Care and $8.75 billion $8.75 billion $8.83 billion
Development Block Grant
Head Start $12.30 billion $12.27 billion $12.36 Billion
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Program Final FFY President’s FFY 2026 Senate
2025 Request Commiittee
Funding Recommendation
University Centers for $43.1 million -0- $43.12 million
Excellence in Developmental
Disabilities
LEND Program $37.22 million | $36 million $38.25 million

There are a number of steps left to complete the FFY 2026 process. The House budget is scheduled
to be marked up in September. Final agreement must be reached on all program funding levels by
the full House and Senate before the bill goes to the President for signature.

FFY 2026 begins October 1, 2025. It is expected that a Continuing Resolution (CR) will be needed to
extend government funding until agreement can be reached on funding levels for all federal
programs. Reaching an agreement on a CR will be a major priority after the August recess to avoid a
government shut down.

New Reconciliation Summary Released KFF has released a summary with timelines provided for
the implementation of the provisions of the reconciliation bill. KFF's new summary and

implementation timeline provide a way to track each of the law’s health provisions as these are

implemented.

ED Releases State Education Funds After significant pushback from some Senators, the
Department of Education has released delayed education funds to states. These Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) funds had been delayed since July 1, 2025. These include Title |-C for
migrant education ($375 million), Title II-A for professional development ($2.2 billion), Title I1I-A for
English-learner services ($890 million), Title IV-A for academic enrichment ($1.3 billion), and Title IV-B
for before- and after-school programs ($1.4 billion).
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https://connect.kff.org/e3t/Ctc/RB+113/c1ThL04/VX0q_w471ddbW6R2LPm8jz3mLW7zr5cm5zQR4rN5g75kd3lYM-W95jsWP6lZ3nJW6mfKGH84Ms_WN5N60wnnCzLxW6JNg4S57xk2tMsvnL7-7N8-W3-VT9n490qP9W5fQpC912YWh9W2WN1lN7WCly7W6NLCTc4NQ3XlVxwz8C7bPY-fW3qB_M-5JnRplW3cRTwd4xpLRpW66dnpG4mhskCW8h2w5r2N_gZWW7QbvbS6rcPc2N4m1zGx6GQ-4W2N4JPF11JjqXW4hkdQF49pS8FW9l3bnJ4BgcB8W4L2dY84RkBf6W4HtbRf6kFFvSW4XKXcY5_6d5nW3XpTsV4h5XTSW1wsH8448yhfWW6K4Xh03LR9FgW5ZHRlx1HmwWBW7TwCVZ4w5vQ3W1w-cdJ5Tg_2xW6rS82684xn4rW3-sY075rfn7ZW3N9XQF4ZKlydf4dkQX604
https://connect.kff.org/e3t/Ctc/RB+113/c1ThL04/VX0q_w471ddbW6R2LPm8jz3mLW7zr5cm5zQR4rN5g75jF3lYM-W7Y8-PT6lZ3lFW5S2wRq8lbQj5VHzcr53V1v49W30qy9715vrg8W2lKlLx8NBMn_W5tPsdS3QCypyW3PB9SP5XnQ_0W6r00t25HHZggW7Tr3PG3x4NV0N4F7MRwQbnhvW6hF8f47yzy8QW5dG3-y3KBSp_W8G--Zs22vcWJW61PWNB3VlfcqW8Zjyc-1KxJnSW1fGqPn52Bt91W345ggW7DqkgrV9tTF87DfHX0VN1zHj1fXt0yW5h0kk55T3LglW7fDqDd5-Yh6LW9lJ3Cc5VBcd2W71Mr8n6mFdTPVfsCvX1Bf9H0W9kwTGd8z3grFW9fXtgv1hTs-qW2ndJ397jllW7f87H9kq04

