Department of Children, Youth & Families

Early Support for Infants & Toddlers

State Interagency Coordinating Council (SICC) Meeting Minutes

Wed., October 15, 2025
Time: 9 a.m.—2:16 p.m.

9-9:26 a.m. | Welcome, Roll Call & Introductions | SICC Chair Danna Summers

The first few minutes were used to let members and attendees join the meeting.

ESIT Community Collaboration Coordinator, E Renae’ Antalan, greeted members and
participants.

E Renae’ Antalan introduced herself, filling in for the SICC Chair and Vice Chair and read the
meeting’s Purpose and Group Agreements.

E Renae’ Antalan shared the Teams Navigation & Dos«nd Don’ts presentation and technical
assistance.

E Renae’ Antalan shared a meaningful Land Acknowledgment: Follow the link to search for your
location, at Native Digital Land.

% E Renae’ conducted SICC member roll call and attending members gave introductions.

- # ¥ ##

9:26 — 9:44 a.m. | Parent Institute for Engagemeént.(PIE) Program Overview & Cohort 8
Introduction | Vanessa Allen Family Engagement'Coordinator

Introducing PIE Cohort 8, the newestgroup,of family leaders from across Washington State. PIE (Parent
Institute for Engagement) is a statewide leadership program that equips families with knowledge, skills,
and confidence to engage in system-leveliwork.and advocacy within Early Support for Infants and
Toddlers (ESIT). These parents and carégivers bring rich lived experience and diverse perspectives.
They’ve navigated earlysintervention firsthand, and now they are stepping into leadership to help shape
systems, so every family feels seen, heard;and supported. In this short video, you'll hear directly from
Cohort 8 as theydintroduce themselves, share what inspired them to apply, and reflect on what they
hope to learn throughout their journey with PIE.

Watch the PIE Cohort 8 Intreductions (16:52): PIE Cohort 8 - Welcome

9:44 —9:49 a.m. | Part Three: Planning for A Bright Future in Early Support | Vickie
Ybarra, Assistant Secretary of Partnership, Prevention and Services

Vickie, Assistant Secretary shared that ESIT has filled the ESIT Senior Administrator position and will be
welcoming Tutrecia Baker on October 16. Bringing over 18 years of experience in public health and early
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learning, she was most recently a part of the leadership of the Washington Women, Infants, and
Children (WIC) Program. Tutrecia holds a master’s degree in organizational learning, innovation, and
development from Southern lllinois University, Carbondale, and a bachelor’s in communications from
the University of Memphis. She has expertise in program management, workforce development, and
quality improvement. She is passionate about equity, collaboration, and building strong, family-centered
systems that help every child thrive.

9:49 —9:57 a.m. | SICC Member Call to Action: Stephanie Hokanson, Skagit Preschool and
Resource Center (SPARC)

Stephanie Hokanson shared an impassioned call for creating an inclusive environment to serve
Washington families and the most vulnerable populations. She recognized that the SICC board currently
does not have representatives from childcare and would like to see thatgap filled. It requires providing
families with affordable assistance, reimbursement at a reasonable rate, for agencies to be able to run
and the workforce have the support needed.

Resources shared
e Student parents piece together child care and higher education

e Study reveals depth of child care crisis of affordability, access in Washington state

e (Resource) Breaking Down: The Economic Cost of Child Care Disruptions in Washington

e The National Early Intervention Longitudinal Study (NEILS) found that 42% of young children

served did not need special education by the time they.reached kindergarten as a result of early
intervention services.
e Arecent analysis of six states also found that between 760 and 3,000 children receiving early

intervention services through Part/C per state were able to discontinue special education
services at age 3, saving between $7.6 million to $68.2 million in one year.
e Making Hope A Reality: Earlydntervention for Infants and Toddlers with Disabilities

9:57 —-10:02 a.m."| SICC Member Meotion & Vote

SICC Member, Mustapha Kebbeh, moved to approve the draft October agenda and the previous draft
July 2025 meeting minutes. SICC member, Michelle LaMotte, seconded the motion. The SICC members
voted, quorum was met, and the motion was approved.

10:02 —10:12 a.m. | Transition Break

10:12 —10:25 a.m.| King County ESIT| Ashley Ewings, ESIT Community Engagement Lead

Ashley Ewings serves as a Community Engagement Lead with King County's Early Support for Infants and
Toddlers (ESIT) program, including supporting Deaf/Hard of Hearing providers. Ashley Ewings shared a
presentation overview, highlighting ESIT’s County Lead Agency work, their provider network, how many
the county serves, how King County is centering excellence in Black/African America children and
families, the “SMARTIE” (Strategic, Measurable, Ambitious, Realistic, Time-bound, Inclusive, Equitable)
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goals and the multi-step process to meet those goals.

For more information about Centering Black Excellence in King County Early Supports, please email
Ashley Ewings.

Resource shared:
News Release: DCYF Celebrates Parent Recognition Month and Recognizes Unsung Heroes in
Washington State

10:25 — 10:49 a.m. | SICC Sub-Committees Hot Topic, Motion Approvals Follow-ups,
Work Group Status & Announcements

Brayde Willson, SICC Member and Pierce County Human Services Representative, followed up with the
council on the motion passed in the April 2025 SICC meeting to form'a contingency planning workgroup.
With the current shifts and uncertainty in the federal and state landscape, theworkgroup would focus
on how to create more stability and safety for our system within the bounds of the council’s role. With
the possibility of Part C being compromised, there needs to be cohesion over the council’s priorities for
planning. The council gathered suggestions and discussed who to.take the lead, to form and support this
workgroup, and the next steps, with the support of (and supporting) ESIT’s new Senior Administrator,
Tutrecia Baker. SICC Vice-Chair, Julie German-Murrey, suggested members collaborate and write a
“blurb” detailing the intent and goals of this workgroup.

10:49 — 10:55 a.m. | SICC membenSheryl Frybérg, Tribal Nations Representative |
Indigenous Peoples Day: We Are Still Here

Sheryl Fryberg shared a message from the'Washington State Tribal Nations and the Office of Native
Education Washington, highlighting the importance of centering Tribal Nations voices, history and
sovereignty. Every child.in'Washington.deserves to know the true history of the Native Peoples of this
land. If we can help.children early.in life, we can help positively change lives.

10:56 a.m.—11'04.a.m. | Early Learning Coordination Plan (ELCP) Then & Now |
E Renae” Antalan, ELEP CoredNetwork Member & Community Collaboration Coordinator

E Renae’ Antalan shared personal background and an emotional story, as she represents as a
grandparent, a parent of someone who has been incarcerated, and as a parent and caregiver, stepping
up to raise special needs grandchildren. E Renae’ highlighted the vital importance of early learning
support in their journey together. The personal, direct connection empowers and fuels E Renae’s
passionate work in early support and early learning.

Video Break | 11:04 —11:19 a.m.

Around 40 leaders in Washington State’s early learning field gathered at Cedarbrook Lodge on October 3
to 4, 2023, to formally launch the network around Washington’s statewide Early Learning Coordination
Plan (ELCP). Over the course of the two-day convening, conversations focused on exploring the

Original Date: October 15, 2025 | Updated: November 12, 2025
Early Support for Infants & Toddlers (ESIT), Partnership, Prevention & Services Division,
Approved for distribution by DCYF ESIT State Leadership Team
3


mailto:aewings@kingcounty.gov
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/2bdc9ec
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/WADEL/bulletins/2bdc9ec

network’s potential, cultivating connection and trust, understanding the ecosystem, and creating
opportunities for participants to take action using a network approach to collaboration. Positive energy
and momentum carried through the two days, with many participants describing the conversations and
connections as healing and transformative: (Video) ELCP Kick-Off Convening (Oct. 2023)

11:19-11:28 a.m. Early Learning Coordination Plan (ELCP) Then & Now Continued |

E Renae’ Antalan, ELCP Core Network Member & Community Collaboration Coordinator
E Renae’ shared an overview from attending the ELCP convening. Leadership, loyalty, community,
compassion.

The ELCP is a comprehensive, outcome-driven plan designed to guide our early learning system towards
the goals that matter most to our children, families, and the professionals'who support them.

Built by parents, caregivers, and early care and education professionals, it aims to support families,
eliminate systemic racism, elevate early care and education professionals, and\foster healthy
development and school readiness: (Link) Washington State Early Learning Coordination Plan

11:28 —11:38 a.m. | SICC Member Spotlight: SIECVice Chair Julie German-Murrey

SICC Vice Chair Julie German-Murrey shared her background and personal history, starting her career as
a middle school administrator. Julie’s early learning journey started in 2019, as her daughter needed
ESIT services after doctors assessed her future abilities living with special needs. After a career shift
away from middle school administration, Julie decided to focus on-her daughter’s early learning journey,
accessing all the available ESIT servicesiinitheir area. With time and support, access to services changed
the trajectory of her daughter’s lifé as she thrived in her early learning environment. While navigating
services for her daughter to start preschool, she began running into service gaps for her daughter and
not finding what they needed. Julie had the idea of a program that supports kids who need full-day
services. The sudden losssof-her daughter inspired Julie to create a nonprofit center to provide funding
for full-day, full yearearly learning for kids with special needs. Therapy services are offered on site and
during the day to'support family needs. Julie applied and graduated from an early ESIT PIE cohort and
was later encouragedito apply and be on the SICC board, serving currently as SICC Vice-Chair. Every year
Julie coordinates working with Looff Carrousel to help make the experience more accessible.

e Rosalie Murrey Memorial Foundation: Qur Story

e Rosalie Murrey Memorial Foundation

e Carson's Story: 2025 Accessible, Accommodating, and Inclusive Carrousel Event

11:38 — 11:40 a.m. | Public Comment

No public comment.
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11:40 a.m.—12:10 p.m. | Lunch

12:10-12:36 p.m. | Resource Allocation Report | Kali Wraspir, ESIT Resource Allocation
Manager

Kali Wraspir, ESIT Resource Allocation Manager, shared the Washington State ESIT IDEA Part C Fiscal
Review to show ESIT’s current fiscal profile. Detailing: the expectation to provide financial assistance;
federal fiscal responsibilities; required assurances; Maintenance of effort — prohibition against
supplanting (no co-mingling State and Part C finds!); Part C Washington Statewide System, including
provider agencies, Tribal Nations and statewide training contracts; Part C State Lead Agency Funds; ESIT
Allocated Funds SFY2026 and various fiscal responsibilities:

For more information about the SICC Fiscal Resource Allocations presentation, please email Kali Wraspir.

12:36—1:36 p.m. | Agency & Committee Updates

SICC State Agency Representatives shared agency informationdpdates:

e Department of Social & Health Services
o Nichole Jensen, Dept. of Social and Health Services/HCLA: The Developmental
Disabilities Administration (DDA) has been rebranded to Developmental Disabilities
Community Services (DDCS) as.of May 1, 2025, no change in services and exploring how
to make direct services more efficient.
e Department of Services for the Blind
o Sara Logston, Depart. Of Services for .the Blind: Dept. of Services for the Blind
e Department of Health
o Amanda Simon,Dept. of Health: WIC benefits available and sending out updates due to
the impact of the current'government shutdown.
e Health Care Authority
o ShellearQuillen, Health Care Authority: legislative updates
State Lead Agency (DCYF)
o Tammy McCauley, ESIT State Lead Agency Rep: ESIT SLA Report
e Military
o Dr. Michelle Clark; Military Rep: Military was able to get paid base pay but unsure how
bonuses'and additional pay are affected during the government shutdown, which
impacts Military families that rely on the additional income. There could be additional
levels of uncertain that affect families and dependents.
e Washington Head Start
o Holly Eberhart, Puget Sound Educational Service District: first meeting as new
representative, no current updates.

Next, SICC Sub-Committee Chairs/Vice Chairs share highlights from written Quarterly Sub-Committee
Reports and move motions, if applicable.
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e Public Policy Committee
o Brayde Willson, Chair: Watching executive orders, services and programs, impact during
shutdown, state budget forecast bleak. Committee members had an open discussion
about reflecting the needs of the communities they serve and how to support families
and workers with the trauma and helplessness that can come with ongoing issues.
e Finance Committee
o Michelle LaMotte, Chair: Looking for practical financial solutions. For example, is there
a possibility for employee assistance plans? Funds could help to meet the needs of
many different agencies, help retain workers and avoid burning out.
¢ Joint Public Policy & Finance Committee
e Personnel & Training Committee Chair
o Julie German-Murrey, Chair: Personnel & Training Report
e Service Delivery Committee
o Mustapha Kebbeh, Chair: Service Delivery Report

Resources shared

Society for Developmental Behavioral Pediatrics Statements for health care professionals
Statement for patients and families available in English@and Spanish

American Academy of Pediatrics Statement on White House Autism Announcement
American Psychiatric Association Statement on White House Announcement on Autism
American College of Obstetricians & Gynecologistsistatement

Autism Science Foundation Statement on White House Announcement on Autism
Autism Speaks Statement on Tylenol and leucovorin

SDBP Autism Family Handout

The People Powered Workforce Project

WA INCLUDE Collaborative faculty have réeceived.multiple requests from local clinicians and community
partners asking for vetted information about leucovorin and Tylenol and autism. Three recently
recommended sourcesiby ourneurology and developmental behavioral pediatric clinicians are:

e The Society for Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics: SDBP Statements regarding
leucovorin, Tylenol and autism - for Health Care Professionals and for Patients and Families
(English and Spanish)

e The American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP): Interim Guidance: Use of Leucovorin in Autistic
Pediatric Patients. At this time, the AAP does not recommend the routine use of leucovorin

(folinic acid) for autistic children.

e Seattle Children's Partnership Access Line (PAL): "The Approval of Leucovorin for Cerebral Folate

Deficiency with Autistic Features" by Dr. Evan Taniguchi, Oct 31, 2025 Partnership Access Line
(PAL Line) newsletter. The target audience is health care providers.

e Evan Taniguchi, MD, PAL Consultant: Leucovorin (folinic acid), a folate derivative, has recently
garnered national attention as a potential treatment for Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). In
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September 2025, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved leucovorin for treating
symptoms associated with cerebral folate deficiency (CFD), a condition sometimes associated
with ASD or ASD-like symptoms1. Notably, CFD and ASD are not synonymous and not all
individuals with ASD have CFD and vice versa and, while identification may be low, CFD is

still considered as a rare condition overall. The FDA approval of leucovorin as a treatment for
CFD with “autistic features” (with many in the public interpreting it as a proposed direct
treatment for ASD) has sparked both interest and debate among patients, families and
professionals. Read More.

1:36 —1:56 p.m. | ESIT Caseload Forecast Council Update | Paula Moore, Senior
Forecaster

The Washington State Caseload Forecast Council is responsible for forecasting the number of children
on the ESIT Caseload. Paula Moore shared a caseload breakdown of.infant.entries and exits, over 3-
month averages, and breaking out the caseload by age. The forecast includes the formula used by the
legislative and OFM fiscal staff to determine the program’s appropriation. We are seeing, in terms of
count and percentage, more infants coming into the program. Paula opened for discussion with some
general questions: Is the increase due to earlier identification screéning kids? What are people seeing in
the field? Any current trends to be aware of? Any changes post-summer? Members had the opportunity
to respond and ask more in-depth questions about the data presented.

For more information about the ESIT Caseload Forecast Council.Update, please email Paula Moore.

Resource shared
Protecting Infant Health: Closing Early Intervention Service Gaps

1:56 — 2:06 p.m. | Stretch Break

2:06 — 2:10 p.m4 ) LeadingThrough'federal & State Transitions | Tammy McCauley, ESIT
Strategic Innovations Administrator

Tammy McCauley briefly recapped administrative updates, sub-committee planning and left space for
meaningful dialogue and gave Council members the opportunity to respond.

2:10—-2:12 p.m. | Public Comments

No public comment.

2:12 - 2:16 p.m. | Evaluation & Wrap Up | SICC Chair Danna Summers

Council Members had opportunity to reflect, share their insights and input on the day. SICC Chair, Danna
Summers, shared inspiring closing remarks and ended the meeting at 2:16 p.m.
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2026 SICC Meetings

e Wed,, January 21 | Annual Performance Report | Virtual |9 a.m.—Noon

Starting Feb. 2026, the first hour (9 — 9:50 a.m.) of the SICC meeting is for SICC members only. The SICC
Meeting will be open to the public from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

e Wed,, February 18 | Legislative | Virtual | 9 a.m.- 3 p.m.

e Wed.,, April 15 | Statewide System | Virtual | 9a.m. -3 p.m.

e Wed., July 15 | Innovative Programs & Practices | Virtual | 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
e Wed., October 21 | Families | Virtual | 9 a.m. -3 p.m.
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