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Systems Analysis of Critical Elements 

Critical Element I – Data Management 
 
Does the program have a data system that is reasonably designed to timely collect and report data that 
are valid and reliable and reflect actual practice and performance? 
 

A. How does the program demonstrate capacity to collect, report, and track valid and reliable data 
in the statewide data management system in a timely manner?  

B. How does the program ensure that data collected at the local program level reflect actual 
practice and performance? 

C. Describe the program’s internal procedures/mechanisms to ensure that IDEA requirements are 
implemented in a timely manner and any identified non-compliance is corrected as soon as 
possible but no later than one year from notification. 

Critical Element II – Fiscal Accountability 
 
Does the program have procedures that are reasonably designed to ensure that funds are budgeted and 
expended in accordance with Federal and State requirements?  
 

A. How does the program ensure that funds are used to provide early support services in 
accordance with the requirements of Uniform Guidance, the IDEA Part C and the Systems of 
Payment and Fees (SOPAF) policies and procedures?     

B. Describe the program procedures for ensuring that contracts paid using IDEA Part C funds are 
properly approved, have clear deliverables, and are properly monitored. 

C. Describe the program procedures for ensuring that it maintains a physical inventory of property 
purchased with Part C funds? 
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Critical Element III – Dispute Resolution 
 
Does the program have procedures and practices that are reasonably designed to implement the 
dispute resolution requirements of IDEA Part C? 
 

A. Describe the program procedures to ensure families receive information about dispute 
resolution options as described in the Parent Rights document at the required times.  

B. Describe the program procedures to ensure procedural safeguards are shared with 
parents/guardians in their native language in a timely manner? 

C. Describe how the program ensures informal practices used to resolve family concerns do not 
interfere with the ability of the family to request mediation, file a state complaint, or request an 
administrative hearing.    

Critical Element IV – Monitoring Priority Areas 
 
Does the program have in effect policies, procedures, and practices that are reasonably designed and 
consistently implemented to increase child and family outcomes consistent with the purpose and intent 
of IDEA Part C? 

A. Equity in Access to Services 
(a) Child Find (b) Outreach to Underserved Populations (c) Racial Equity and Social Justice Initiatives (d) 
Workforce Diversity (e) Equitable Distribution of Funds (f) Availability of Training & Technical Assistance  

B. Service Delivery 
(a) Evidence-based Practices (b) Improved Child and Family Outcomes (c) Family 

Engagement 
C. Child and Family Progress 

(a) Child Outcome Summary (b) Child and Family Outcomes (c) Early Childhood Transition  

Critical Element V (A) – Individualized Family Service Plan Implementation 
 
Based on the child and family records reviewed, does the program provide enrolled children ages 0-3, 
early support services tailored to meet the individual needs of the child and preferences of the family 
consistent with WAC 110-400?   
 

A. Does the program ensure eligibility activities are sufficient in scope to develop an appropriate 
IFSP and that IFSPs and services are consistent with family preferences? 

B. Does the program ensure that children and families are receiving early support services as 
reflected in the current IFSP?  

C. Does the program ensure IFSPs include the required transition steps and supports?  
 
Critical Element V (B) - Individualized Family Service Plan Procedural: Does the program have policies 
and procedures that are consistently implemented to ensure the development and implementation of 
the IFSP?  Do IFSPs contain the required components?  

A. Are referrals, evaluations and IFSPs completed within the required timelines? 
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B. Do IFSPs indicate frequency, location, and duration of early support services and other services, 
as appropriate? 

C. Are the program’s policies and procedures being implemented consistently to ensure the 
development and implementation of the IFSP?  


	Systems Analysis of Critical Elements
	Critical Element I – Data Management
	Critical Element II – Fiscal Accountability
	Critical Element III – Dispute Resolution
	Critical Element IV – Monitoring Priority Areas
	Critical Element V (A) – Individualized Family Service Plan Implementation


