
Page 1 of 2 

RULE-MAKING ORDER 
EMERGENCY RULE ONLY 

CODE REVISER USE ONLY 

CR-103E (December 2017) 
(Implements RCW 34.05.350 

and 34.05.360) 

Agency: Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF) 

Effective date of rule: 
Emergency Rules 

☐ Immediately upon filing.

☒ Later (specify) July 27, 2025

Any other findings required by other provisions of law as precondition to adoption or effectiveness of rule? 

☐ Yes     ☒ No     If Yes, explain: 

Purpose: The Licensing Division is amending WAC 110-300-0025 Certified and exempt programs based on Substitute 
Senate Bill (SSB) 5545 that goes into effect on July 27, 2025, to modify provisions regarding family home providers overseen 
and certified by a federal military service.  

Citation of rules affected by this order: 
New:   
Repealed: 
Amended: 110-300-0025 
Suspended:   

Statutory authority for adoption: Senate Bill 5545, Chapter 43.216 RCW 

Other authority: N/A 

EMERGENCY RULE 
     Under RCW 34.05.350 the agency for good cause finds: 

☒ That immediate adoption, amendment, or repeal of a rule is necessary for the preservation of the public health,

safety, or general welfare, and that observing the time requirements of notice and opportunity to comment upon
adoption of a permanent rule would be contrary to the public interest.

☐ That state or federal law or federal rule or a federal deadline for state receipt of federal funds requires immediate

adoption of a rule.

Reasons for this finding: These rule amendments are needed to comply with SSB 5545. 

Note:   If any category is left blank, it will be calculated as zero. 
No descriptive text. 

Count by whole WAC sections only, from the WAC number through the history note. 
A section may be counted in more than one category. 

The number of sections adopted in order to comply with: 

Federal statute: New Amended Repealed 

Federal rules or standards: New Amended Repealed 

Recently enacted state statutes: New Amended 1 Repealed 
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The number of sections adopted at the request of a nongovernmental entity: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

  

The number of sections adopted on the agency’s own initiative: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

  

The number of sections adopted in order to clarify, streamline, or reform agency procedures: 

New        Amended      Repealed       

  

The number of sections adopted using: 

Negotiated rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Pilot rule making:  New      Amended      Repealed       

Other alternative rule making:  New      Amended 1 Repealed       

  

Date Adopted: July 25, 2025 

 

Name: Brenda Villarreal 
 

Title: DCYF Rules Coordinator 

Signature: 

 

 



AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-15-001, filed 7/5/18, effective 
7/5/18)

WAC 110-300-0025  Certified and exempt programs.  (1) The depart-
ment must not license a child care program that is legally exempt from 
licensing per RCW 43.216.010(2). However, if a child care program re-
quests to become certified by the department, the department shall ap-
ply all licensing rules to the otherwise exempt program. In such a 
case, the department shall apply licensing rules equally to licensed 
and certified child care programs.

(2) The department may certify an otherwise exempt child care 
program for subsidy payment without further inspection if the program 
is:

(a) Licensed by an Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized 
community of Indians, including an Alaska native village as defined in 
43 U.S.C. Sec. 1602(c), recognized as eligible for services by the 
United States Secretary of the Interior;

(b) Certified by the federal Department of Defense; or
(c) Approved by the office of superintendent of public instruc-

tion (OSPI).
(3) A child care program exempt from licensing pursuant to RCW 

43.216.010(2) must use the department's form to submit their exempt 
status.

(4) A child care program requesting certification must be located 
on the premises over which the tribe, federal Department of Defense, 
or OSPI has jurisdiction.

(5) Family home child care providers located in the surrounding 
metropolitan area of a federal military reservation may request cer-
tification or certification for payment only from the department if 
they are certified by a federal military service, as outlined in RCW 
43.216.010.

(6) A child care program regulated by a tribe, the federal De-
partment of Defense, or OSPI may request certification:

(a) For subsidy payment only; or
(b) As meeting foundational quality standards of this chapter.
(((6))) (7) The department must not certify a department employee 

or a member of their household when the employee is involved directly, 
or in an administrative or supervisory capacity, in the:

(a) Certification process;
(b) Placement of a child in a certified program; or
(c) Authorization of payment for the child in care.
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