
 
 
 

STATE OF WASHINGTON 
DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN, YOUTH, AND FAMILIES 

1500 Jefferson Street, SE ● P.O. Box 40975 ● Olympia WA 98504-0975 
 

December 1, 2025 
 
TO:  Interested Persons 
 
FROM:  Todd Wollen, SSI Unit Administrator 
 
SUBJECT: CONCISE EXPLANATORY STATEMENT (RCW 34.05.325) 

 
For rules proposed under notice filed as WSR #25-20-092 on September 30, 2025:  
 
New:  
110-50-1170 Legal basis for managing and using unearned income and resources for foster children and 
youth. 
110-50-1180 Purpose. 
110-50-1190 Definitions. 
 
Amended:  
110-50-1200 Department’s requirements for managing and using unearned income and resources for eligible 
children and youth in foster care. 
110-50-1210 Veteran’s benefits for eligible children and youth in foster care. 
110-50-1220 Department’s state supplementary (SSP) program. 
110-50-1230 Eligibility requirements to receive SSP. 
110-50-1240 Eligibility determination and payment. 
110-50-1250 Notification of eligibility. 
110-50-1260 Applying for the SSP program when not eligible. 
110-50-1270 Appeal rights 

 
REASON FOR ADOPTION:  
 
The Financial and Business Services Division (FBSD) is revising the child welfare state supplementary 
program payment WACs in Chapter 110-50 WAC and other related rules. The WAC revisions are being 
made to meet Engrossed Senate Bill (ESB) 5167 which requires the department to adopt rules notifying 
caregivers and legal parties to dependency proceedings when they apply for social security and other public 
benefits on behalf of the child or youth.  
 
The WACs have been retitled, reorganized, and redundancy removed to provide additional clarity on each 
of the program requirements. 
 

SUBSTANTIVE CHANGES MADE SINCE THE RULE WAS PROPOSED:   None. 
 
 

SUMMARY OF COMMENTS RECEIVED THE DEPARTMENT CONSIDERED ALL THE 
COMMENTS. THE ACTIONS TAKEN IN 

RESPONSE TO THE COMMENTS, OR THE 
REASONS NO ACTIONS WERE TAKEN, 

FOLLOW. 

 



Concise Explanatory Statement – WSR 25-20-092 
December 1, 2025 
 
Seven commenters raised concerns regarding the 
inclusion of the State Supplemental Program (SSP) 
as part of the proposed rules. Commenters stated 
that SSP is intended to supplement a person’s SSI 
payments not supplant or replace their benefits and 
included concerns about the SSP payment amount 
is $40/month being an arbitrary and insufficient 
amount if the intention is to use this program to 
allow children receiving SSI to receive a portion of 
their benefits.  
 
These same seven commenters also asked why 
the eligibility for SSP is limited to children receiving 
out-of-home Behavioral Rehabilitative Services as 
they believe this limits and restricts youth from 
accessing the program.  

No action taken. The department declines as these 
comments are out of scope of this rule making. 
ESB 5167 did not have any impact on the SSP. 
 

Seven commenters raised concerns that the ESSB 
5167 Sec. 237 (14) specifies that department rules 
include establishment of procedures for children 
and caregivers to request and for the department to 
approve the disbursement of social security and 
other public benefits to meet the personal unmet 
needs of a child when the department is the 
representative payee for such benefits. They 
believe the proposed rules do not meet this 
requirement.  
 

No action taken. The department declines. ESB 
5167 required the department to establish 
procedures. The department’s legal office 
determined that procedures were not required to be 
in rule. Procedures are internal to the department. 
When these rules take effect, the department will 
release information on their website explaining how 
the department will apply for Social Security and 
other public benefits on the behalf of foster children 
and youth and utilize the benefits if the public 
benefit program determines the department to be 
their payee. The public document will also guide 
caregivers, children, and youth on accessing 
benefit funds to meet the children’s or youth’s 
unmet personal needs. 
 
   

Two commenters requested that the department 
start the rulemaking process over. 
 

No action taken. The department declines as they 
completed the required rule making process and 
complied with the requirements in ESB 5167. 
These rules are required to take effect January 1, 
2026. 

 
 
cc:  DCYF Rules Coordinator 
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