STATE INTERAGENCY
COORDINATING COUNCIL

APRIL 17, 2024

What | Wish Our Early Supports Team
Had Known About How 'Early’ AAC Can
Help Families Thrive

CASSIA GRIFFIN BENNETT 2024




What is AAC?

AAC stands for augmentative and alternative
communication. It refers to tools and
strategies that can enhance
speech or provide a completely
different means of communication.
AAC can be aided (i.e., using a
tool) or unaided (i.e., no tool
needed), such as sign
language or gestures. The
truth is we all use some
AAC. We text, type, write and use
gestures. Additional tools, such
as communication devices, books
or apps, can provide a means of
communication for individuals who
are unable to speak or for whom
speech is not always their primary mode.

@the.aac.coach
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CASS GRIFFIN BENNETT
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Two is not too early to start
TO0

Two is a great age to start

e Brain development in early childhood

e Less communication trauma

e Developmentally-appropriate topics are easiest for adults to learn
modeling on too!
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NWACS CAREGIVER MEETUP

Zoom Mecling

Parents/guardians of AAC users who
are gestalt language processors
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Sunday, March 3, 2024

1ST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH




NWACS Community,

* Aemoncative Education &
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Communication
Society

An AAC-related virtual “book club” type meeting.
Anyone interested in deepening their knowledge of AAC is welcome to attend!
Discussion will be on self-selected materials from the NWACS Website.

Monday, March 18th, 2024
6pm Pacific / 9pm Eastern
Zoom Meeting

3RD MONDAY OF THE MONTH
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NWACS AAC LEARNING NETWORK
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with Marci Revelli

Thursday, February 22, 2024 at 7pm Pacific
(Zoom meeting)

3RD THURSDAY OF THE MONTH
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Family AAC
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What | Wish Our Early Intervention Team
Had Known About How 'Early’ AAC Can
Help Families Thrive
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Thank You
Myv Asks

Tell your families and teams about NWACS!
Would you like me to present to your teams or families? How can I help?
Consider how SICC may help increase access more broadly.

Contact

Email: cassia.griffin@gmail.com
FB: "Cass Griffin Bennett" in Mukilteo (send message for context)

Questions & Discussion

e Presenting two sessions at the IECC Conference Monday, May 6
e May 18 Snohomish County FICC Toddler AAC program (flyer, next)




FAMILY AND INTERAGENCY COORDINATING COUNCIL (FAMILY ICC)

SUPPORTING YOUR CHILD'S

CONVIUNICATION WVITH AAG

Join us to learn and ask questions about Augmentative and
Alternative Communication

CASS GRIFFIN BENNETT WILL SPEAK ON HER AND HER FAMILY'S EXPERIENCE WITH AAC, DISCUSS
THE BENEFITS, AND PROVIDE AAC RESOURCES AND STRATEGIES FOR FAMILIES TO TRY AT HOME!
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Saturday: May 18th, 2024 Cass Griffin Bennett

9889, Is a parent of multiple autistic kids, including a 4-
'“:OOAM - 'l:ooPM year old who started robust high-tech AAC at age
2. she is passionate about empowering parents
around AAC and educating providers and

educators about the benefits of starting AAC early.
Cass also serves on the board of the Northwest

] REGISTER FOR Augmentative Communication Society (NWACS).
ZOOM LINK

NWACS info and resources:

NWACS Info for Parents

For Snohomish County families participating in this event,
we are offering gift certificates to Sensory Tool House.

This event is coordinated by the Snohomish County

Family and Interagency Coordinating Council




