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Billing requirements; 110-15-0045 Approved activities for applicants and consumers not participating in Workfirst; 110-15-
0050 Additional requirements for self-employed WCCC consumers; 110-15-0075 Determining income eligibility and
copayment amounts; 110-15-0085 Change in copayment; 110-15-0090 Minimum copayment; 110-15-0095 When WCCC
benefits start; 110-15-0109 Reapplication; 110-15-0110 Termination of and redetermining eligibility for benefits; 110-15-0125
Approved child care providers; 110-15-0190 WCCC benefit calculations; 110-15-0200 Daily child care rates-Licensed or
certified child care centers and DCYF contracted seasonal day camps; 110-15-0205 Daily child care rates-Licensed or
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110-15-3850 Payment discrepancies generally.

Hearing location(s):
Date: Time: Location: (be specific) Comment:

January 25, 2022 Telephonic Oral comments may be made by calling (360) 902-
8084 and leaving a voicemalil that includes the
comment and an email or physical mailing address
where DCYF will send its response. Comments
received through and including January 25, 2022 will
be considered.

Date of intended adoption: January 27, 2022 (Note: This is NOT the effective date)

Submit written comments to:

Name: Rules Coordinator

Address: P. O. Box 40975

Email: deyf.rulescoordinator@dcyf.wa.gov

Fax:

Other: Submit comments online at https://dcyf.wa.gov/practice/policy-laws-rules/rule-making/participate/online
By (date) January 25, 2022

Assistance for persons with disabilities:
Contact Rules Coordinator

Phone: (360) 902-7956
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Other:
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Purpose of the proposal and its anticipated effects, including any changes in existing rules: The proposed rules make
the following changes to the Working Connections and Seasonal Child Care subsidy programs:

Rates: Authorize child care payments to providers at the 85" percentile of Washington state’s market rate; establish monthly
rate authorizations and increase the non-standard hours bonus for family home child cares; increase base rates for licensed
exempt family, friend, and neighbor child care providers and increase their field trip reimbursement rates.

Eligibility and copayments: Expand eligibility for student parents by including full-time community college attendance as an
approved activity for eligibility; authorize initial 12-month eligibility periods for consumers and clarify that benefits start when
applications are complete and child care is authorized; lower the eligibility income threshold, eliminate copayments for
parents who are age 21 or younger and attend high school or are completing a high school equivalency certificate, and clarify
benefits are based on their student activity schedules; reduce copayments to align with the 2021 Fair Start Act; eliminate
requirement that consumer overpayments resulting from department administrative errors must be repaid; and, for self-
employed consumers, better clarify what is considered self-employment, related eligibility requirements, how the department
verifies and calculates self-employment income, and how total child care hours allowed will be determined.

Provider requirements: Clarify billing requirements providers must comply with to receive payment; clarify providers’ record
retention requirements; eliminate requirement that DCYF must establish provider overpayments for errors resulting from
department administrative errors; and modify time periods in which family homes must produce requested documents and
correct payments.

Reasons supporting proposal: Rules are necessary to implement Chapter 334, Laws of 2021, which authorized July 1,
2021 rate increases for the child care subsidy programs, Chapter 199, Laws of 2021 (Fair Start Act), which authorized a new
household income eligibility threshold and copayment schedule as of October 1, 2021 and enacted other measures to
expand access to child care, new guidance from the federal Office of Child Care regarding when DCYF must pay a provider’s
private child care rate that is less than the subsidy rate, and Chapter 339, Laws of 2020 that eliminated copayments for
parents who are 21 years old or younger and attend high school or are otherwise completing a high school diploma.
Additionally, the proposed rules implement ratified collective bargaining agreements between DCYF and child care providers
that establish a monthly rate for family home child cares, increased rates and field trip reimbursements for license-exempt
providers, and modified time periods for producing requested documents. DCYF believes that better clarifying self-
employment and the related eligibility requirements, income calculation, and benefit determination will promote program
integrity. Finally, as RCW 34.05.230 encourages, proposed new WAC 110-15-0036 codifies long-standing billing policies.

Statutory authority for adoption: RCW 43.216.055 and 43.216.065,

Statute being implemented: RCW 43.216.135, 43.216.136, 43.216.1368, 43.216.145,

Is rule necessary because of a:

Federal Law? O Yes No
Federal Court Decision? O Yes No
State Court Decision? O Yes No

If yes, CITATION:

Agency comments or recommendations, if any, as to statutory language, implementation, enforcement, and fiscal
matters:

Name of proponent: (person or organization) Department of Children, Youth, and Families U Private
U Public
Governmental

Name of agency personnel responsible for:

Name Office Location Phone
Drafting: Jason Ramynke (360) 688-0911
Implementation: DCYF statewide
Enforcement: DCYF statewide
Is a school district fiscal impact statement required under RCW 28A.305.1357 0 Yes No
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If yes, insert statement here:

The public may obtain a copy of the school district fiscal impact statement by contacting:

Name:

Address:

Phone:

Fax:

TTY:

Email:

Other:

Is a cost-benefit analysis required under RCW 34.05.328?
O Yes: A preliminary cost-benefit analysis may be obtained by contacting:
Name:
Address:
Phone:
Fax:
TTY:
Email:
Other:
No: Please explain: DCYF is not among the agencies listed as required to comply with RCW 34.05.328(5)(i).
Further, DCYF does not voluntarily make that section applicable to the adoption of these rules

Regulatory Fairness Act Cost Considerations for a Small Business Economic Impact Statement:

This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, may be exempt from requirements of the Regulatory Fairness Act (see
chapter 19.85 RCW). Please check the box for any applicable exemption(s):

[J This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW 19.85.061 because this rule making is being
adopted solely to conform and/or comply with federal statute or regulations. Please cite the specific federal statute or
regulation this rule is being adopted to conform or comply with, and describe the consequences to the state if the rule is not
adopted.

Citation and description:

[ This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt because the agency has completed the pilot rule process
defined by RCW 34.05.313 before filing the notice of this proposed rule.

I This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under the provisions of RCW 15.65.570(2) because it was
adopted by a referendum.

I This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW 19.85.025(3). Check all that apply:

RCW 34.05.310 (4)(b)
(Internal government operations)
O RCW 34.05.310 (4)(c)
(Incorporation by reference)
O RCW 34.05.310 (4)(d)
(Correct or clarify language)

RCW 34.05.310 (4)(e)

(Dictated by statute)

RCW 34.05.310 (4)(f)

(Set or adjust fees)

RCW 34.05.310 (4)(g)

(() Relating to agency hearings; or (ii) process
requirements for applying to an agency for a license
or permit)

[ This rule proposal, or portions of the proposal, is exempt under RCW
Explanation of exemptions, if necessary:

COMPLETE THIS SECTION ONLY IF NO EXEMPTION APPLIES
If the proposed rule is not exempt, does it impose more-than-minor costs (as defined by RCW 19.85.020(2)) on businesses?

[0 No Briefly summarize the agency’s analysis showing how costs were calculated.

[J Yes Calculations show the rule proposal likely imposes more-than-minor cost to businesses, and a small business
economic impact statement is required. Insert statement here:
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The public may obtain a copy of the small business economic impact statement or the detailed cost calculations by
contacting:

Name:
Address:
Phone:
Fax:
TTY:
Email:
Other:

Date: December 21, 2021 Signature:

Name: Brenda Villarreal o 1 I 3

Title: DCYF Rules Coordinator
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0003 Definitions. The definitions in this section
apply throughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires oth-
erwise.

"Able" means being physically and mentally capable of caring for
a child in a responsible manner.

"Administrative error" means an error made by DCYF ((exr—bBSHS))
through no fault of the consumer or provider.

"Approved activity" means an activity that a consumer is required
to participate in at application and reapplication to be eligible to
collect benefits.

"Authorization" means the transaction created by ((BSHS)) DCYF
which allows the provider to claim payment during a certification pe-
riod. The transaction may be adjusted based on the family need.

"Available" means being free to provide care when not participat-
ing in an approved activity under WAC 110-15-0040, 110-15-0045, or
110-15-0050 during the time child care is needed.

"Benefit" means a regular payment made by a government agency on
behalf of a person eligible to receive it.

"Calendar year" means those dates between and including January
1st and December 31st.

"Capacity" means the maximum number of children the licensee 1is
authorized to have in care at any given time.

"Collective bargaining agreement" or "CBA" means the most recent
agreement that has been negotiated and entered into between the exclu-
sive Dbargaining representative for all licensed and license-exempt
family child care providers as defined in chapter 41.56 RCW.

"Consumer" means the person eligible to receive:

(a) WCCC benefits as described in part II of this chapter; or

(b) SCC benefits as described in part III of this chapter.

"Copayment" means the amount of money the consumer is responsible
to pay the child care provider each month toward the cost of child
care, whether provided under a voucher or contract.

"Days" means calendar days unless otherwise specified.

"DCYF" means the department of children, youth, and families.

"DSHS" means the department of social and health services.

"Early achievers" means a program that improves the quality of
early learning programs and supports and rewards providers for their
participation.

"Electronic record" means a record generated, communicated, re-
ceived, or stored by electronic means for use in an information system
or for transmission from one information system to another.

"Electronic signature" means a signature in electronic form at-
tached to or logically associated with an electronic record including,
but not limited to, a digital signature, symbol, or process executed
by a person with the intent to sign the record.

"Eligibility" means that a consumer has met all of the require-
ments of:

(a) Part II of this chapter to receive WCCC program subsidies; or

(b) Part III of this chapter to receive SCC program subsidies.

"Eligibility period" means the months for which households are
eligible to receive WCCC or SCC program subsidies.

"Employment" or "work" means engaging in any legal, income gener-
ating activity that is taxable under the U.S. Tax Code or that would
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be taxable with or without a treaty between an Indian Nation and the
U.S. This includes unsubsidized employment, as verified by ((BSHS))
DCYF, and subsidized employment, such as:

(a) Working in a federal or state paid work study program; or

(b) VISTA volunteers, AmeriCorps, JobCorps, and Washington Serv-
ice Corps (WSC) if the income is taxed.

"Existing child care provider" means a licensed or certified pro-
vider who received a state subsidy payment between July 1, 2015, and
June 30, 201l6.

"Fraud" means an intentional deception or misrepresentation made
by a person with the knowledge that the deception could result in some
unauthorized benefits to ((himself—-or—hersedf)) themselves or another
person. See RCW 74.04.004.

"Homeless" means homeless as defined by the McKinney-Vento Home-
less Assistance Act of 1987 without a fixed, regular, and adequate
nighttime residence.

"In-home/relative provider" or "family, friends, and neighbors
(FFN) provider" means an individual who is exempt from child care 1i-
censing standards and 1is approved for working connections child care
(WCCC) payment under WAC 110-15-0125.

"In loco parentis" means the adult caring for an eligible child
in the absence of the biological, adoptive, or step-parents, and who
is not a relative, court-ordered guardian, or custodian, and is re-
sponsible for exercising day-to-day care and control of the child.

"Living in the household" means people who reside at the same
physical address.

"Lump-sum payment" means a single payment that is not anticipated
to continue.

"Newly eligible consumer" means a consumer that has at least one
full calendar month break in benefit eligibility.

"Night shift" means employment for a minimum of six hours between
the hours of 8 p.m. and 8 a.m.

"Nonschool age child" means a child who is six years of age or
younger and is not enrolled in public or private school.

"Overpayment" means a payment or benefits received by a provider
or consumer that exceeds the amount the provider or consumer is ap-
proved for or eligible to receive.

"Parental control" means a child is 1living with a biological or
adoptive parent, stepparent, legal guardian verifiable by a legal or
court document, adult sibling or step-sibling, nephew or niece, aunt,
great-aunt, uncle, great-uncle, grandparent or great-grandparent, or
an approved in loco parentis custodian responsible for exercising day-
to-day care and control of the child.

"Preschool age child" means a child age ((£kirty)) 30 months
through six years of age who is not attending kindergarten or elemen-
tary school.

"Private school" means a private school approved by the state un-
der chapter 28A.195 RCW.

"Program violation" means a failure to adhere to program require-
ments, which results in an overpayment.

"Sanction" means deterrent action imposed by the department to
address a program violation finding.

"SCC" means the seasonal child care program, which is a child
care subsidy program described in part III of this chapter that as-
sists eligible families who are seasonally employed in agriculturally
related work outside of the consumer's home to pay for licensed or
certified child care.

[ 2 ] OTS-3144.13



"School age child" means a child who is between five years of age
through ((twedtwve)) 12 years of age and who is attending public or pri-
vate school or 1s receiving home-based instruction wunder chapter
28A.200 RCW.

"Seasonally available agricultural related work" means work that
is directly related to the cultivation, production, harvesting, or
processing of fruit trees or crops.

"Second tier eligibility" means an increased income limit for el-
igible families who reapply before the end of their current eligibili-
ty period.

"Self-employment" means engaging in ((amy)) a legal, income-gen-
erating activity earned directly from an individual's trade or busi-
ness that is taxable under the U.S. Tax Code or that would be taxable

rprises—) )

"Sign" means placing a name or legal mark on a document by physi-
cally writing or using an electronic signature.

"State median income (SMI)" means an annual income figure repre-
senting the point at which there are as many families earning more
than that amount as there are earning less than that amount. The Cen-
sus Bureau publishes median family income figures for each state each
year, depending on family size.

"TANF" means temporary assistance for needy families, a cash as-
sistance program administered by DSHS.

"Technical assistance" means a strategy that is focused on the
resolution of a specific concern or need. This may be in writing or by
phone call.

"To the extent of available funds" means one or more of the fol-
lowing:

(a) Limited or closed enrollment;

(b) Subject to a priority list for new enrollees pursuant to ap-
plicable state and federal law and as described in WAC 110-15-2210; or

(c) Subject to a waiting list.

"Unintentional”" means not done willfully or on purpose.

"Waiting list" means a list of applicants or reapplicants eligi-
ble to receive subsidy benefits when funding becomes available.

"WCCC" means the working connections child care program, a child
care subsidy program described in part II of this chapter that assists
eligible families to pay for child care.

4
=

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0005 Eligibility. (1) Consumers. At application and
reapplication, to be eligible for WCCC, ((¥ke)) consumers must:

(a) Have parental control of one or more eligible children;

(b) Live in the state of Washington;

(c) Participate in an approved activity or meet the eligibility
special circumstances requirements under WAC 110-15-0020, 110-15-0023,
or 110-15-0024;
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Heor—detdars—per—WAC—1106—35-00622)) 60 percent of the SMI at initial
application or at or below 65 percent of the SMI at reapplication;

(e) Not have assets that exceed $1,000,000; and

((#e¥)) (f) Have an agreed payment arrangement with any provider
to whom any outstanding WCCC copayment is owed.

(2) Parents currently attending high school or who are age 21 or
vounger and completing a high school equivalency certificate are eli-
gible for WCCC if their income does not exceed 85 percent of the SMI
at the time of application.

(3) Children. To be eligible for WCCC, ((a—ehidd)) children must:

(a) Belong to one of the following groups as defined in WAC
388-424-0001:

(1) A U.S. citizen;

(11i) A U.S. national;

(iii) A qualified alien; or

(iv) A nonqualified alien who meets the Washington state residen-
cy requirements as listed in WAC 388-468-0005.

(b) Legally reside in Washington state, which will be determined
by applying the criteria of WAC 388-424-0001 or 388-468-0005; and

(c) Be less than ((hixrteern)) 13 years of age on the first day of
eligibility; or

(d) Be less than ((adneteen)) 19 years of age, and:

(i) Have a verified special need, according to WAC 110-15-0020;

or
(ii) Be under court supervision.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-15-0025 Consumers' rights. When ((a—ecensumer—appties))
consumers apply for or receive((s)) WCCC Dbenefits, ( (Ehe—eonsumer

kas)) they have the right to:

(1) Be free from discrimination in accordance with all applicable
federal and state nondiscrimination laws, regulations, and policies;

(2) Have WCCC eligibility determined within ((hfrty)) 30 days
from the application date per WAC ((FHB6—296—-066585)) 110-15-0095;

(3) Be informed, in writing, of ((Ehe—eensumer's)) their legal
rights and responsibilities related to WCCC benefits;

(4) Receive a written notice at 1least ((fer)) 10 days before
((PSHS)) DCYF makes changes to lower or stop benefits except as stated
in WAC ((F6—290—-6+35)) 110-15-0115;

(5) Ask for an administrative hearing under WAC 110-15-0280 if
( (Ehe—consumerdeoes—mot—agree)) they disagree with ((BSHS)) DCYF about
a decision ((perWAC3176-200-06280));

(6) Ask a supervisor or administrator to review a decision or ac-
tion affecting ((the—ecoensumer's)) their benefits without affecting

((£ke)) their right to an administrative hearing;
(7) Have an interpreter or translator service provided by
((BSHS)) DCYF within a reasonable amount of time and at no cost to

( (#he—econsumer)) them;
(8) Choose a provider as long as the provider meets the require-
ments in WAC ( (FH6—2860—63425)) 110-15-0125;
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(9) Ask the fraud early detection (FRED) investigator from the
DSHS office of fraud and accountability (OFA) to come back at another

time. ((A)) Consumers ((egees)) do not have to let an investigator into
( (Ehe—econsumer's)) Ltheir homes. ((Fhis)) These requests will not af-
fect ((the—ecensumer's)) their eligibility for benefits. ((FH—%the))
Consumers' ((xefuses)) refusal to ((eeoperate—t))provide ((€he)) in-

formation ( (reguested)r—with+the dnvestigater—3i¥)) to an OFA investi-
gators request could affect ((the—eensumer's)) their eligibility for

benefits;

(10) Access ((to—th constmerts—ehitd)) their children at all
times while the ((ehitd—3s)) children are in child care;

(11) Terminate child care without cause and without notice to
((£he)) providers. Notice must be given to ((BSHS)) DCYF within five
days of termination;

(12) Not be charged by the consumer's licensed, certified, or 1li-
cense-exempt provider, or be made to pay for the difference between
the provider's private rate and the state maximum rate, when the pro-
vider's private rate for child care is higher than the maximum state
rate;

(13) Not be charged by ((the—eonsumer's)) their licensed or cer-
tified providers, or otherwise be made to pay for:

(a) The difference between ((the—provider's)) providers' regis-
tration fees and the state's maximum registration fee, when the ((pre—
wider's)) providers' registration fees ((4+s)) are higher;

(b) Any day when ((he—ceonsumer's—ehitd—3s)) their children are
absent;

(c) Vacation days when ((¥khe)) their providers' choose((s)) to
close;

(d) A higher amount than the state allows for field trips. If the
consumers request((s)), and ((¥ke)) providers ((hRas)) have a written
policy in place, ((¥khe)) consumers may voluntarily pay the difference

between the amount that the state allows and the actual cost of the
field trip ((eest));

(e) A preschool tuition fee in addition to regular child care
services; or

(f) Child care services after the final day of care, when ((£he))
their providers stop((s)) caring for ((Ehe—eonsumer's)) their chil-
dren.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0031 Notification of changes. (1) Consumers applying
for or receiving WCCC benefits must:

(a) Notify ((PSHS)) DCYF within five days of:

(1) Starting care with a provider; or

(ii) Any change in providers, including changes in providers' 1lo-
cations.

(b) Notify ((BPSHS+)) DCYF within ((¥enw)) 10 days((+)) of:

(1) Changes of the address or telephone number of the consumer's
in-home/relative provider;

(ii) Changes of the consumer's home address or telephone number;

(iii) Changes that increase the number of hours of authorized
care; or
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iv) When the consumer's countable income increases and exceeds
ty—five)) 85 percent of ((state—median—income;—or
A h A "o v

(c) The effective date of the change is:

(1) The date of the change when the consumer reports timely and
provides required verification within the requested time frame;

(ii) The date the change is reported when the consumer does not
report timely and provides required verification within the requested
time frame; or

(11ii) The date the verification 1s received when it is not re-
turned within the requested time frame.

(d) When required changes are timely reported, an overpayment
will not be established.

(e) When required changes are not timely reported, an overpayment
may be established as provided in WAC 110-15-0271.

(2) When a consumer reports a change that will decrease their co-
payment, the date of change for the copayment is described in WAC
110-15-0085.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-12-058, filed 5/31/19, effective
7/1/19)

WAC 110-15-0034 Providers' responsibilities. Child care provid-
ers who accept child care subsidies must do the following:

(1) Licensed or certified child care providers who accept child
care subsidies must comply with all child care licensing or certifica-
tion requirements contained in this chapter, chapter 43.216 RCW and
chapters 110-06, 110-300, ((++6—366A—3+3+60—306H68B)) 110-300D, 110-300E,
and ((336-3685)) 110-301 WAC.

(2) In-home/relative child care providers must comply with the
requirements contained in this chapter, chapter 43.216 RCW, and chap-
ters 110-06 and 110-16 WAC.

(3) In-home/relative child care providers must not submit an in-
voice for more than six children for the same hours of care.

(4) All child care providers must use DCYF's electronic attend-
ance recordkeeping system or a DCYF-approved electronic attendance re-
cordkeeping system as required by WAC 110-15-0126. Providers must lim-
it attendance system access to authorized individuals and for author-
ized purposes, and maintain physical and environmental security con-
trols.

(a) Providers using DCYF's electronic recordkeeping system must
submit monthly attendance records prior to claiming payment. Providers
using a DCYF-approved electronic recordkeeping system must finalize
attendance records prior to claiming payment.

(b) Providers must not edit attendance records after making a
claim for payment.

(5) All child care providers must complete and maintain accurate
daily attendance records. If requested by DCYF or ((BPSHS)) the state
auditor, the provider must provide to the requesting agency the fol-
lowing records:

(a) Attendance records must be provided to DCYF ((exr—bBSHS)) with-
in ((ewenty—eight)) 45 calendar days of the date of a written request
from either department; and
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(b) Attendance records must be provided to the state auditor's
office within 30 calendar days from the date of a written request.

(6) Pursuant to WAC 110-15-0268, the attendance records delivered
to DCYF ((exr—BSHS)) may be used to determine whether a provider over-
payment has been made and may result in the establishment of an over-
payment and in an immediate suspension of the provider's subsidy pay-
ment.

((#6¥)) (7)) All child care providers must maintain and provide
receipts for billed field trip/quality enhancement fees as follows. If
requested by DCYF ((exr—bBSHS)), the provider must provide the following
receipts for billed field trip/quality enhancement fees:

(a) Receipts from the previous ((fwetve)) 12 months must be
available immediately for review upon request by DCYF;

(b) Receipts from one to five years old must be provided within

( (Ewerty—eight)) 28 days of the date of a written request from either
department.
((~)) (8) All child care providers must:

(a) Retain all records required by this chapter for a minimum of
five vears;

(b) Provide to the department records from the previous 12 months
immediately upon the department's written request; and

(c) Provide to the department any records between 12 months and
five vears old within two weeks of the department's written request.

(9) All child care providers must collect copayments directly
from the consumer or the consumer's third-party payor, and report to
DCYF if the consumer has not paid a copayment to the provider within
the previous ((sixty)) 60 days.

((#8¥)) (10) All child care providers must follow the billing
procedures required by DCYF.

((#%¥)) (11) Child care providers who accept child care subsidies
must not:

(a) Claim a payment 1in any month a child has not attended at
least one day within the authorization period in that month; however,
in the event a ((tem—day)) 10-day notice terminating a provider's au-
thorization extends into the following month, the provider may claim a

payment for any remaining days of the ((fer)) 10 calendar day notice
in that following month; or
(b) Claim an invoice for payment later than ((six)) three months

after the month of service, or the date of the invoice, whichever is
later ( (+—e=*
' )) .

((3+60))) (12) Licensed and certified providers must not charge
consumers for:

(a) Registration fees in excess of what is paid by subsidy pro-
gram rules;

(b) Days for which the child is scheduled and authorized for care
but absent;

(c) Handling fees to process consumer copayments, child care
services payments, or paperwork;

(d) Fees for materials, supplies, or equipment required to meet
licensing rules and regulations; or

(e) Child care or fees related to subsidy billing invoices that
are in dispute between the provider and the state.

((++r)) (13) Providers who care for children in states bordering
Washington state must verify they are in compliance with their state's
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licensing regulations and notify DCYF within ((few)) 10 days of any
suspension, revocation, or changes to their license.

NEW SECTION

WAC 110-15-0036 Billing requirements. (1) Licensed providers
may claim child care subsidy or fee payments as described in this sub-
section.

(a) Authorized units of care.

(1) A half-day unit of care is equal to less than five hours of
care per day that is authorized and provided by a child care center.

(ii) A full-day unit of care is between five and 10 hours of care
per day that is authorized and provided by a child care center.

(iii) A monthly unit of care authorized and provided by a family
home child care.

(b) For children who need overtime care for more than 10 hours of
care per day, DCYF will pay for any additional care at the maximum
state child care subsidy rate, up to 16 hours if:

(1) The child was in care during any day covered by the child
care authorization; or

(i1) The child was scheduled for at least one day of overtime
care; and

(iii) The center has a written policy to charge private paying
families a higher rate to care for children more than 10 hours in a
day.

(c) Providers may claim absent days for the 10-day period after
DCYF notifies them of unplanned terminations of eligibility regardless
of attendance if the child was authorized and scheduled for care and
attended at least one day within the authorization period in the month
the absence occurs.

(d) DCYF will pay for the following holidays, if claimed on the
actual holiday or within the calendar year the holiday occurs:

(1) New Year's Day, January 1;

ii) Martin Luther King Jr. Day, third Monday in January;

iii) Presidents Day, third Monday in February;

iv) Memorial Day, last Monday in May;

v) Juneteenth, June 19;

vi) Independence Day, July 4;

vii) Labor Day, first Monday in September;

viii) Veterans Day, November 11;

ix) Thanksgiving Thursday, the fourth Thursday in November;

x) Native American Heritage Day, the fourth Friday in November;
and

(xi) Christmas Day, December 25.

(e) Providers may claim payments for a maximum of five professio-
nal training days each year.

(f) Pursuant to WAC 110-15-0247 and subject to available funding,
DCYF will pay up to $30.00 per child for a field trip or quality en-
hancement fee. In addition to the requirements described in WAC
110-15-0247, to be eligible to receive the field trip or quality en-
hancement fees, providers must maintain a written policy that allows
the provider to charge private-paying families the fees described in
this subsection.
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(g) Providers may claim payment for a maximum $50 registration
fee per year as described in WAC 110-15-0245. In addition to the re-
quirements described in WAC 110-15-0245, to be eligible to receive the
registration fee, providers must maintain a written policy that allows
them to charge private-paying families the fee described in this sub-
section.

(h) Providers may claim payment for a special needs rate that is
paid in addition to the state child care daily rate and is invoiced
for the number of hours of care scheduled.

(2) Providers may not claim subsidy payments for days the provid-
er 1s closed for reasons unrelated to professional training days or
holidays as described in this section.

(3) Providers may charge families who receive subsidy payments
for services not covered under the WCCC program. Providers are author-
ized to charge families for services not covered under the WCCC pro-
gram only they maintain written policies that allow them to charge
private-paying families for the same services. Services covered under
this subsection include the following:

(a) Additional child care for personal reasons, such as personal
appointments not covered under the authorization.

(b) Optional programs not covered by the field trip or quality
enhancement fee.

(c) A field trip or quality enhancement that exceeds the $30 max-
imum reimbursed by child care subsidy programs.

(d) Optional meal programs offered to families who do not provide
lunch for their child.

(e) Transportation to and from school or activities.

(f) Late pick-up of the child after operating hours.

(g) Late fee for child care copayment.

(h) Nonsufficient funds (NSF) fees charged by the bank when bank
funds are not available.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-09-030, filed 4/12/21, effective
5/13/21)

WAC 110-15-0045 Approved activities for applicants and consumers
not participating in WorkFirst. (1) Applicants and consumers not par-
ticipating in WorkFirst activities may be eligible for WCCC benefits
for the following approved activities:

(a) Employment;
(b) Self-employment; ((e®))
(c) Supplemental nutrition assistance program employment and

training (SNAP E&T); or
(d) The following education programs:
(1) High school or ((a—gereratl—eduecatiornat—development—{(GED)—pro—

g¥ram)) working towards a high school equivalency certificate for con-
sumers under ( (Ewenkty—two)) 22 years of age;

(11) Part-time enrollment in a vocational education, adult basic
education (ABE), high school equivalency certificate for consumers 22
years of age and older, or English as a second language (ESIL) program
((Ehat—+s)) combined with an average of ((&wermty)) 20 or more employ-
ment hours per week or ((sixteern)) 16 more work-study hours per week;
or
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rg—a—ecottege—or—veoeatiorat—sehoot)) For full-time students of a
community, technical, or tribal college, enrollment in:

(A) A vocational education program that leads to a degree or cer-
tificate in a specific occupation;

(B) An associate degree program; or

(C) A registered apprenticeship program.

(iv) "Full-time student" for the purpose of this subsection means
a consumer attends a community, technical, or tribal college and meets

its definition of full-time student ( (+—anrd—good—standing"—means—the

((#e)) (e) Applicants and consumers who meet the requirements of
(c) of this subsection are eligible to receive subsidy payment for up
to ((fer)) 10 hours per week of study time for approved classes.

(2) Applicants and consumers who are eligible for WCCC benefits

under the terms of this section are eligible to receive subsidy pay-
ment for:

(a) Transportation time between the child care location and the
consumer's place of employment or approved activity( (=
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( ) p to eight hours of sleep time

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0050 Additional requirements for self-employed WCCC
consumers. Eligible self-employed WCCC consumers may be eligible,
pursuant to WAC 110-15-0190, for up to 16 hours per day of child care
for approved self-employment, education, training, and travel hours.

(1) ( (Self-employment—generally-)) To be considered self-em-

ployed, ((&)) WCCC consumers must:

(a) Earn income directly from the ((eemsumer's)) consumers' own
trades or businesses, and not from wages paid by ((ar)) employers;

(b) Be responsible to pay the ((eensumer's)) consumers' own self-

employment Social Security, applicable state business and occupation
taxes, and federal withholding taxes; and
(c) ( (Heve—a—work—sehedule;——aectivities—er —services—+that—are—rneot

rolledirn—arn—emptoy mptoyer—retationship:
+e)) Participate directly in the production of goods or delivery
f services that generate the ((eemsumer's)) consumers' incomes.

o (2) ((Home—-based business-)) Income received from corporations:

i
I C

P
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(a) Consumers who only receive income from their ownership or
part ownership in a corporation are not considered self-employed. DCYF
counts income or payment received from their corporation as unearned
income.

(b) DCYF authorizes child care hours based on wages or self-em-
ployment income reported on tax documents.

(3) Authorized child care ( (mst—rnot—oeceur—in—the home—of acon
sumer—who—operates—a)) for children of consumers operating home-based
( (buastress)) businesses must not occur in the consumers' homes.

Srirg—FANE—FfF—=) ) (4) Consum-
ers ((reeeiwves)) receiving TANF ((amed—3s)) who are also self-em-
ployed ( (—he—oer—she)) may be eligible for WCCC benefits ((as—deter—

mined—Py—+the—Ffollowing)) if:

((I')\ e~l £ mi ] sz oo o e o ran
=7 [ o s Mooy —COotrsamtCTT s

'_J

(a) ((Fre—econsumer—must)) They have ((arm)) approved self-employ-
ment plans in the ((eemsumer's)) consumers' individual responsibility

plans as outlined in chapter 388-310 WAC;
(b) The number of activity hours of ((Wee€)) child care benefits

((=&)) consumers receive((s)) for self-employment is equal to the num-
ber of hours in the ((eemsumer's)) consumers' approved plans; and

(c) Income from self-employment while the ((eensumer—is)) consum-—
ers are receiving TANF is determined by WAC 388-450-0085.

((#4r)) (5) Self-employed consumers not receiving TANF. ((H—
sumers—self-employment;—the—~cornsumer may Ppe—etigible—Ffor WCEC—ben
fits—Forup—teosixteenhovrs—Fnatwenty—Ffour—hour perieds))

(a) ((&)) Consumers who ((gdees)) do not receive TANF cash assis-
tance and request((s)) WCCC benefits for self-employment must provide

the—most—eurrent—reporting—vear for an—established—Pbusiness~s)) State-—

ments of the days, hours, and locations of the consumers' work activi-

ty:

(1i) For new businesses that are not required to report taxable
income, the projected profit and loss statements or statements of an-
ticipated income after expenses;

(1ii) For established businesses, state or federal self-employ-
ment tax returns or state tax transcripts and forms, including all
schedules, for the most current reporting vear; and

(iv) Projected profit and loss statements with supporting verifi-
cations if self-employment income is expected to be lower than recor-
ded on provided federal or state tax documents.

(b) Consumers with new businesses that do not have federal or
state tax documents may be required to provide verification of Wash-
ington state tribal, county, or city business or occupation licenses.

(6) Determining approved activity hours for new businesses.
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(a) DCYF considers "new businesses" to be businesses that have
not had a required federal tax filing.
(b) At application and reapplication, DCYF determines the number

of ((wWeee)) activity hours ((a—self—-employed)) consumers ((+s)) are
eligible to receive ((during—thefirst—six—~ceonseceutivemonths—ofa new
business—is)) based on schedules the ((ecensumer's—report—of—how many
hogrs—are—need d, gp—to—sixteen—hours—per—day)) consumers provide.

(A)) (c) Consumers ((+s)) may be eligible to receive these
( (sEarting)) new-business WCCC benefits only once during ((he—eonsum—
er'ls)) consumers' lifetimes.

( (1)) (7) Determining approved activity hours for existing
businesses.

(a) DCYF considers "existing businesses" to be businesses that
have been established long enough to file a guarterly state tax return
or annual federal tax return, whichever occurs first.

(b) At application and reapplication, ((BSHS)) DCYF determines
the number of ((eare)) activity hours ((ke)) consumers ((+s)) are el-

igible to receive ((after—reeeiving WCCC——self-employment——startineg—

business—benefits—asproviged—an—{(br—of—thissubseection)) by:
(1) Dividing ((£he—ecensumer's)) consumers' net monthly self-em-

ployment incomes ( (—after—allowable—expenses—or—thestandard—oene—hun

dred—detdar—dedgetiony)) by the federal or state minimum wage, which-
ever is lower, to determine the average monthly hours ((ef—eare—receded
by—the—econsumer)) approved for self-employment activity; and

(ii) Adding ((he—eensumer's)) any additional approved employ-
ment, education, training, or travel hours to the total approved self-
employment activity hours.

eﬁpeﬁses—éfem—%he—eeﬁSHmefLs)) calculatlon

(a) For existing businesses, DCYF:
(1) Counts the net income reported on the federal tax return; or
(1ii) Uses the state tax return and may:
(A) Subtract the documented business expenses from the reported
gross income; or

(B) Subtracts a $100 deduction per month from consumers' gross
monthly self-employment income.

(b) For existing businesses that have income reductions not re-

flected on their provided federal or state tax filings, DCYF subtracts
the documented business expenses from the reported gross income on the
projected profit and loss statements to estimate the monthly income
after expenses.
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(c) For new businesses, DCYF uses the consumers' projected hours
dedicated to their self-employment activity multiplied by federal min-
imum wage or projected profit and loss statements to estimate their
monthly incomes.

(d) DCYF may ask for additional information to verify income or
expenses.

(9) Both parents or guardians in two-parent or gquardian families
must separately meet the eligibility requirements for child care.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 21-01-180, filed 12/21/20, effective
1/21/21)

WAC 110-15-0075 Determining income eligibility and copayment
amounts. (1) DCYF takes the following steps to determine ((a—eensum—
e¥r's)) consumers' eligibility and copayments, ((whethe¥)) when care is
provided under a WCCC voucher or contract:

(a) Determine ((the—eensumer's)) their family size ((4wrder)) as
described in WAC 110-15-0015((¥+)),; and

(b) Determine ((¥he—eonsumer's)) their countable income ( (f+an—
dgde¥r)) as described in WAC 110-15-0065( (%)) .

(2) DCYF calculates ((the—eensumer's)) consumers' copayments as
follows:

H-A-CONSUMER'S FHEN-THE- CONSUMER'S
(« INCOMELS: COPAYMENTIS:
() Atorbelow-82% of the $15
by Abeve-82% of the FPG-up-to $65
137.3% of the FPG:
erAbove 137 5%of the FPG Fhe-delarameunt-equal-to
through200%of the EPG- subtracting 137-5% of the EPG
from countable income;
Kinhying by 5654 i
5 i )
Then the household's
If the household's income maximum monthly
is: copayment is:
At or below twenty Waived

percent of the SMI

Above twenty percent and | $65
at or below thirty-six
percent of the SMI

Above thirty-six percent $90
and at or below fifty
percent of the SMI

Above fifty percent and at | $115
or below sixty percent of
the SMI

At reapplication, above $215
sixty percent and at or
below sixty-five percent of
the SMI

DCYF does not prorate ((£he)) copayments when ((&)) consumers

3)
((ases)) use care for only part of a month.
4) (Fre—FPG

L

z

1
T

Tt
T H
D' H
T 4

Tt
O~

T T
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FPG6+)) For parents age 21 vyvears or vounger who attend high school or
are working towards completing a high school eguivalency certificate,
copayments are not required.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0085 Change in copayment. (1) ((A—eonsumer'ls)) Con-
sumers' copayments may change when:
(a) ((Fhe—eonsumer's)) Their monthly income decreases;

(b) ((Fhe—econsumer's)) Their family size increases and causes the
copayment to decrease;
(c) ((BSHS)) DCYF makes an error in ( (he—eoenstmer's)) their co-

payment computation;

(d) ((Fhe—eensumer)) They did not report all income, activity and
household information at the time of application, reapplication, or
when reporting a change in circumstances;

(e) ((FThe—eonsumer—3s)) They are no longer eligible for the mini-
mum copayment ( (grderWAC—110—315-6056));

(f) DCYF ((exr—bBSHS)) makes a system-level change in benefits due
to a change in law or program funding; or

(g) ((Fhe—econsumer—is)) They are approved for a new eligibility
period.

(2) Copayment changes are effective on the first day of the month
after a change is reported and required verification is timely re-
ceived.

(3) Copayment changes are effective on the first day of the month
following the month the verification is received when the required
verification is not timely received.

(4) A consumer's copayment will not be increased during a current
eligibility period.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0095 When WCCC benefits start. (1) WCCC benefits for
((em)) eligible consumers begin when the following conditions are met:
(a) ((Fhe—econsumer—has)) They have completed the required WCCC

application and verification process within ((€kirty)) 30 days of the
date ((BPSHS)) DCYF received ((the—eeonsumer's)) their application for
WCCC benefits; and

(b) ((Fre—econsumer—is—working—orpartieipatinginan opproved—ae—

£ivity-)) For newly eligible consumers, when their children are au-
thorized to receive child care with eligible providers.

(2) ((FH—=)) Initial authorization eligibility periods are for 12
months.

(3) Consumers who fail((s)) to complete the initial application
within ((hirty)) 30 days from the application date ( (+—the—censumesr))
must restart the application process.
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( (3 —TFhe—consumer'ls)) (4) Newly eligible consumers who do not
begin child care during their 12-month authorization periods must re-
start the application process.

(5) Consumers' application dates ((is—whichever—eof—+thefollowing
+5)) are the earlier of:

(a) The date ((the—ecoensumer's)) their application is entered into
((BSHS's)) DCYF's automated system; or

(b) The date ((the—eceonsumer's)) their application is date stamped
as received.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0109 Reapplication. (1) ((Fo—reguest)) For WCCC ben-
efits to be continued ((orirmterrupted—beyond—the——econsumerls—eurrent))
without interruption into the new eligibility period, ((¥ke)) consum-
ers must reapply for WCCC benefits ((with—PBSHS)) on or before the end
date of ((€¥ke)) their current eligibility period.

(2) Determination of ((the—eenmsumer's)) consumers' eligibility to
receive uninterrupted WCCC benefits beyond ((the—eonsumer's)) their
current eligibility period will be made pursuant to the eligibility
rules contained in this chapter.

(3) ((A)) Consumers who ((reappties)) reapply on or before the
end date of ((¥ke)) their current WCCC eligibility period may receive
continued uninterrupted Dbenefits through second tier eligibility if
( (Ehe—econsumer's—househodlds'—has)) their household's countable monthly
income is greater than ( (Ewe—hundred—perecent—butJtess—than—twohundred

e ced 1 et :

)) 60 percent

but less than or equal to 65 percent of the SMI.
((#=r)) If ((¥khe)) their household's total countable monthly in-

come 1is ((eggar—te—eo¥)) greater than ((Ewe—hundred—Etwenty —pereent
FPG)) 65 percent of the SMI, the reapplication will be denied.

(F+b+—¥he—eepaymeﬁ%—éef—a—6eeeﬁé—%&ef—e&&g&b&e—e@&s&mef—wi%%—%e

(4) ((EH—=)) For consumers who submit((s)) a reapplication after
the last day of the current eligibility period and meet((s)) all WCCC
eligibility requirements, ((the—econsumer's)) benefits will begin:

(a) On the date ((the—econsumer's)) their reapplication is entered
into ((PSHS's)) DCYF's automated system or the date ((the—ecensumer's))
their reapplication 1is date-stamped as received by ((BSHS)) DCYF,
whichever date is earlier;

(b) When ((Ehe—eensumer—3s)) they are working or participating in
an approved activity; and

(c) ((Fhe—econsumer's—ehitd—+s)) Their children are receiving care
from an approved provider.

(5) Newly eligible households must begin care within 12 months of
the eligibility determination date. Households that do not begin care
within 12 months must reapply in order to gqualify for WCCC benefits.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0110 Termination of and redetermining eligibility for
benefits. (1) ((A—ecomsumer's)) Consumers' eligibility for WCCC bene-
fits is terminated if ((the—eonsumer)) they fail((s)) to:

(a) Comply with the requirements of WAC 110-15-0030;

(b) Complete the WorkFirst orientation process when approved for
TANEF'; or

(c) Cooperate with the child care subsidy audit process and in-
vestigations involving the DSHS office of fraud and accountability
(OFA) .

(2) ((A—ecensumer's)) Consumers' eligibility for WCCC benefits is
terminated if ( (he—econsumers

“ar—Has)) they have or anticipate((s)) sustained countable income
at or above ((eighty—fiwe)) 85 percent of the ((state—median—Fncome
=) ) SMI ( (35—

- —Has—reseouvrees—thatexceed——onre—mittion—dottars) ) .

(3) ((&A)) Consumers whose eligibility for WCCC benefits has been
terminated may be eligible to receive WCCC benefits again, beginning
on the date ((¥he—eensumer)) Lhey:

(a) Meet((s)) all WCCC eligibility requirements;

(b) ((cempties)) Comply with the copayment requirements contained
in WAC 110-15-0030; and
(c) Cooperate((s)) with the child care subsidy audit process and

the DSHS office of fraud and accountability (OFA).

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-01-111, filed 12/18/18, effective
1/18/19)

WAC 110-15-0125 Approved child care providers. (1) In-home/
relative providers. To be approved to receive benefits under the WCCC
program, ((ar)) in-home/relative providers must comply with the appli-

cable requirements contained in this chapter, chapter 43.216 RCW, and
chapters 110-06 and 110-16 WAC.

(2) Licensed providers.

(a) To be approved to receive payment under the WCCC program,
((=)) licensed providers must comply with the requirements of this
chapter, chapter 43.216 RCW, and chapters 110-06, 110-300, ((H6—360A+
31 6-360R+—ana—336—2365)) 110-300E, and 110-301 WAC.

(b) ((A)) Providers who care((s)) for ((a=—ehitd)) children who
((&s—=)) are Washington residents in ((&)) states that border((s))
Washington must:

(1) Be licensed to provide care in the bordering state;

(ii) Comply with the bordering state's licensing and background
check regulations as required under 45 C.F.R. 98.42 and 45 C.F.R.
98.43;

(A) DCYF must be able to verify that the licensing state's back-
ground check requirements are comparable to Washington state; or

(B) Receive the background check results, including child abuse
and neglect histories, for all individuals who have, or may have, un-
supervised access to children in care.
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(iii) Comply with the electronic attendance requirements con-
tained in WAC 110-15-0126.
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where—the—ehitd—residess)) Providers in states that border Washington
who care for children who are Washington residents will be paid WCCC
subsidy rates listed in WAC 110-15-0200 or 110-15-0205 for the DCYF
regions in which the children reside.

(d)  ((&)) Licensed providers in ((=)) states that Dborder((s))
Washington that receives WCCC subsidy payment to care for ((a—ehiid))
children who ((+s—=)) are Washington residents ((4+s)) are not required

or eligible to participate in the early achievers program or to re-
ceive quality improvement awards, tiered reimbursements, or other
awards and incentives associated with the early achievers program.

(3) Certified providers. To be approved to receive payment under

the WCCC program, ((a)) certified providers must comply with the cer-
tification requirements contained in this chapter, chapter 43.216 RCW,
and chapters 110-06, 110-300, ( (HB—3686A—FH16—-306R+—and—3306—-3065))

110-300E, and 110-301 WAC. Certified providers include:

(a) Tribal child care facilities that meet the requirements of
tribal law;

(b) Child care facilities on a military installation;

(c) Child care facilities operated on public school property by a
school district; ((and))

(d) Seasonal day camps that contract with DCYF to provide subsi-
dized child care; and

(e) Outdoor nature-based programs.

(4) Early achievers program requirements for licensed and certi-
fied child care providers that receive their first WCCC payment on or
after July 1, 2016:

(a) ((&A)) Licensed or certified child care providers that first
receive ((s—=&)) WCCC subsidy payments on or after July 1, 2016, for
providing nonschool age child care must complete the following activi-
ties to be eligible to receive additional WCCC payments:

(i) Enroll in the early achievers program within ((¥kiety)) 30
days of receiving the first WCCC subsidy payment. ((&)) Licensed or
certified provider that fail((s)) to meet this requirement will lose
DCYF approval to receive WCCC subsidy payments for providing nonschool
age child care;

(ii) Complete level 2 activities in the early achievers program
within ((&wedse)) 12 months of enrollment. ((A)) Licensed or certified
providers that fail((s)) to meet this requirement will lose DCYF ap-
proval to receive DCYF subsidy payments for providing nonschool age
child care;

(iii) Rate at a level 3 or higher in the early achievers program
within ((£hirty)) 30 months of enrollment. ((A)) Licensed or certified
providers that fail((s)) to meet this requirement within ((rfety)) 30
months of enrollment in the early achievers program((+)) must complete
remedial activities with DCYF and rate at a level 3 or higher within
six months of beginning remedial activities. ((&)) Licensed or certi-
fied providers that fail((s)) to rate at a level 3 or higher within
six months of beginning remedial activities will lose DCYF approval to
receive WCCC subsidy payments for providing nonschool age child care;
and
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(iv) Renew their facility rating every three years and maintain a
rating level 3 or higher. If ((&)) licensed or certified providers
fail((s)) to renew their facility ratings or maintain a rating level 3
or higher, the licensed or certified providers will lose DCYF approval
to receive WCCC subsidy payments for providing nonschool age child
care.

(b) Licensed and certified providers must comply with the provi-
sions for participation as outlined in the early achievers operating
guidelines. Failure to comply with these guidelines may result in a
licensed or certified provider's loss of DCYF approval to receive WCCC
subsidy payments for providing nonschool age child care.

(5) Early achievers program requirements for licensed and certi-
fied child care providers that received a WCCC payment on or between
July 1, 2015, and June 30, 2016:

(a) ((A)) Licensed or certified child care providers that re-
ceived ((&)) WCCC subsidy payments on or between July 1, 2015, and
June 30, 2016, for providing nonschool age child care, must complete
the following activities to be eligible to receive additional WCCC
subsidy payments:

(i) Enroll in the early achievers program by August 1, 2016.
((A)) Licensed or certified providers that fail((s)) to meet this re-
quirement will lose DCYF approval to receive WCCC subsidy payments for
providing nonschool age child care;

(ii) Complete level 2 activities in the early achievers program
by August 1, 2017. ((&)) Providers who failed to meet this requirement
will lose DCYF approval to receive WCCC subsidy payments for nonschool
age child care; and

(iii) Rate at a level 3 or higher in the early achievers program
by December 31, 2019. ((A)) Licensed or certified providers that
fail((s)) to meet this requirement by December 31, 2019, must complete
remedial activities with DCYF and rate at a level 3 or higher by June
30, 2020. ((A)) Licensed or certified providers that fail((s)) to re-
ceive a rating by December 31, 2019, or fails to rate at a level 3 or
higher by June 30, 2020, after completing remedial activities will
lose DCYF approval to receive WCCC subsidy payments for providing non-
school age child care.

(b) Licensed and certified providers must renew their facility
rating every three years and maintain a rating level 3 or higher. If
((=)) licensed or certified providers fail((s)) to renew their facili-
ty rating or maintain a rating level 3 or higher, licensed or certi-
fied providers will lose DCYF approval to receive WCCC subsidy pay-
ments for providing nonschool age child care.

(6) If ((&)) licensed or certified child care providers receiving
WCCC subsidy payment for providing nonschool age has successfully com-
pleted all level 2 activities and is waiting to be rated, ((Ehe—3+i—
ecensed—er—ecertified—provider)) they may continue to receive WCCC sub-
sidy payments pending the successful completion of the level 3 rating
activity.

(7) DCYF-contracted seasonal day camps have a contract with
((PEE)) DCYF to provide subsidized child care.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 20-08-077, filed 3/26/20, effective
4/26/20)

WAC 110-15-0190 WCCC benefit calculations. (1) DCYF determines
the amount of care ((&)) consumers may receive ((is—determined—Pby
be¥F)) at application or reapplication. Once the care is authorized,
the amount will not be reduced during the eligibility period unless:

(a) ((FRe)) Consumers request ((s—the)) reductions;

(b) The care 1is for ((&)) school-aged ((ehitd—as—deseribed—in
stbsectieon—{3r—eof this seetions—o+*)) children;

(c) The authorization was for additional care needed for 1less
than the entire length of the authorization period;

(d) The care was authorized by child protective services (CPS) or
child welfare services (CWS) and is part of children's case plans un-
der WAC 110-15-4510; or

(e) Incorrect information was given at application or reapplica-
tion.

(2) For parents age 21 vyears or younger who are attending high
school or working towards completing a high school equivalency certif-
icate, DCYF will authorize care based only on their student activity
schedules.

(3) To determine the amount of weekly hours of care needed, DCYF
reviews the child care scheduled with providers, and:

(a) ((Fhre—eonmsumer's)) Consumers' participation in approved ac-
tivities and the number of hours ((the—ehitd)) their children at-
tend((s)) school, including home school, which will reduce the amount
of care needed((=)); or

(b) ((Fr—a—two—parent—heusehotd;)) The days and times that ap-

proved activities overlap in a two parent or guardian household, and

only authorize care during those overlapping times. ((Fhe)) Consumers
((+s)) are eligible for full-time care 1if overlapping care totals
( (epe—hundred—+ern)) 110 hours in one month.

(c) ( (PEF—witt—neot—consider —+the—sehedute—of—a)) Parents or
guardians in ((&)) two parent or guardian households who ((+s)) are
not able to care for ( (R ehitd) ) their children under WAC

110-15-0020 are considered by DCYF to be unavailable for care, regard-
less of their schedules.
(3) Licensed or certified center child care is authorized as fol-

lows:

(a) Full-time care ((fer—a—famity—using—ticensed—providers)) 1is
authorized when ((¥ke)) consumers participate((s)) in approved activi-
ties at least ((eme—hundred—tern)) 110 hours per month ( (+

+ar) ) -

(b) Twenty-three full-day units per month will be authorized when
( (Ehe—ehitd—3s)) children are in care five or more hours per day.

((#¥)) (c) Thirty half-day units per month will be authorized
when ( (&hk ehitd—3s)) children are in care less than five hours per
day.

((#e)¥)) (d) Forty-six half-day units per month will be authorized
during the months of June, July, and August for ((&)) school-aged
((eridd)) children who ((&s)) are in care for five or more hours per
day.

(4) Licensed family home child care is authorized as the follow-
ing monthly units of care:

(a) Full-time monthly unit of care, equal to 22 full day units,
is authorized when:
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(1) WCCC or SCC consumers participate in approved activities at
least 110 hours per month or full-time care is determined to be appro-
priate and included in a CPS or CWS case plan; and

(1i) Their children have scheduled care with a single provider at
least 110 hours per month.

(b) Part-time monthly unit of care, equal to the actual anticipa-
ted full- and half-day units of care needed averaged over a 1l2-month
period, is authorized when the care scheduled with providers is 1less
than 110 hours per month.

(c) Full-time partial-day monthly unit is authorized when school-
age children attend care in a licensed family home and meets the cri-
teria in subsection (5) of this section.

(d) Part-time partial-day monthly unit is authorized when school-
age children attend care in a 1licensed family home before and after
school and do not meet the criteria for a full-time partial-day month-
ly unit.

(5) Additional monthly units of care may be authorized when:

(a) Consumers request an authorization for additional care;

(b) The need for care is verified;

(c) The care is needed to supplement an existing monthly unit for
unexpected care needed for an approved activity limited to the time
frame needed, not to exceed three months;

(d) For actual anticipated overtime when the overtime is included
when determining eligibility for child care; or

(e) For sleep time.

(6) Full-time partial-day monthly wunit. A single partial-day
monthly unit ((per—menth—witlt—Pbe)) equal to 17 partial days and five
full days is authorized for ((&)) school-age ((ekitd)) children at-
tending a licensed family home child care when ((the—ehild—3Fs)) con-
sumers have at least 110 hours of approved activity per month, and
their children are:

(a) Authorized for care with only one provider; ((and))

(b) ((Btigibte—for—full—time—authorizatien;—but—3s)) Scheduled
for care of 110 hours or more in July and August;

(c) In care less than five hours on a typical school day; and

( (er—FExxpected—+to——mneed)) (d) Need care before and after school.

( (HeH—Onty—ere—monthty—unit—may—be—auvthorirzed—per—echild—per
morth+

that—exececeds—twenty—three—Ffuolldays—Ehirty hatf davys—or—one—partiat—
dav—monthly—unitpermonth~

+6))) (7)) When determining part-time care for families using 1li-
censed providers when their activity or amount of care needed is less
than 110 hours per month:

(a) A full-day unit 4is calculated for each day of care of at
least five hours;

(b) A half-day unit will be calculated for each day of care that
is less than five hours; and

(c) A partial-day unit is calculated for each day of care in a
licensed family home when:

(1) Their children are in care before and after school; and

(1i) The total care for the day is less than five hours.

(8) Full-time care for ((ae—famity)) families using in-home/rela-
tive providers (({+famity—Friends—andneighbers)y)) 1is authorized when
((£he)) consumers participate((s)) 1in approved activities at least
( (epe—hundred—ter)) 110 hours per month:
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(a) Two hundred thirty hours of care ((widtdt—be)) are authorized

when ((fhe—ehild—3s)) their children are in care five or more hours
per day;

(b) One hundred fifteen hours of care ((wid+tbe)) 1is authorized
when ((fhe—ehitd—3s)) their children are in care less than five hours
per day;

(c) One hundred fifteen hours of care ((wid+tbe)) 1is authorized
during the school year for ((&)) school-aged ((ehiktd)) children who
((+s8)) are in care less than five hours per day and ((Ehe—provider
witd—Pbe)) their providers are authorized for contingency hours each
month, up to a maximum of ( (twe—hunmdred—thirty)) 230 hours;

(d) Two hundred thirty hours of care ((widdt—be)) 1is authorized
during the school year for ((&)) school-aged ((ehitd)) children who
((+s)) are in care five or more hours in a day; and

(e) Supervisor approval is required for hours of care that exceed

( (Ewo—hundred—thirty)) 230 hours per month.
((HF)) (9) Care cannot exceed ((sixteer)) 16 hours per day, per

(=) 7\ £.-17 1 AN na+ 2 11 2N PR~ ~NPENE S =N B =NEPN NP SN N £ oo 1 o+
T T rrorr- ooy grnrrcwrrr ot aochnOorTrZ2COTTOoTr—Caoti—Cay O CaortT cCIraa T
Sz o £ 47 heotiyra e
2T oLV 'O oy
o ] co +h o 447 bheotiro . o Al
o TCoSo Cciialt L v oo oy [Crsaws
() AN SN = | 1 g s 11 I2N ENEEE i ~NE O -~ I =N NP SN Y £ oo fFor =
7 Iy ot Oy oitrc wrrtr OoC oot rzCO o Caotit—COay ©OT—Ca=T T OoOT
anh il = a IS a + = +hha vty ol £ A7
[CA 2 S CA b m & ¥ A\ cClrrrCcy ot Oadys

o S| n Sz A
ged—ehitd—reot—+to—exececed :
+9)) (10) When determining part-time care for ((a—famity)) fami-
lies using in-home/relative providers:

(a) Under the provisions of subsection (2) of this section, DCYF
((wiEtE)) authorizes the number of hours of care needed per month when
the activity is less than ((eme—hurdred—tern)) 110 hours per month; and

(b) The total number of authorized hours and contingency hours
claimed cannot exceed ( (tweo—hundred—thirty)) 230 hours per month.

((#3By)) (11) DCYF determines the allocation of hours or units
for families with multiple providers based upon the information re-
ceived from the parents or guardians.

((++r)) (12) DCYF may authorize more than the state rate and up
to the provider's private pay rate if:

(a) The parent or guardian is a WorkFirst participant; and

(b) Appropriate child care, at the state rate, is not available

within a reasonable distance from the approved activity site. "Appro-
priate" means licensed or certified child care under WAC 110-15-0125,
or an approved in-home/relative provider under WAC 110-16-0010. "Rea-

sonable distance" is determined by comparing distances other local
families must travel to access appropriate child care.

((3+2r)) (13) Other fees DCYF may authorize to a provider are:

(a) Registration fees;

(b) Field trip fees;
(c) Nonstandard hours bonus;
(d) Overtime care to ((&)) licensed providers when care is expec-
ted to exceed ((fer)) 10 hours in a day when consumers are eligible
and authorized; and

(e) Special needs rates for a child.
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AMENDATORY SECTION effective

8/22/20)

(Amending WSR 20-15-161, filed 7/22/20,

WAC 110-15-0200 Daily child care rates—Licensed or certified

child care centers and DCYF contracted seasonal day camps. (1) Base
rate. ((P&E¥F—poys—the tesserof +the following)) Effective July 1,
2021, the child care subsidy rates paid to ((&)) licensed or certified
child care centers or DCYF contracted seasonal day camps are:
( (ar—Theproviderlsprivate pay ratefor thatechilds—or
or—Themescimum—ehild——eare—subsidy daily—rate—for +that—ehild—as
l1iat+read 2+~ +1 fFalloatgr e~y + 11 Eo o N I T Taa 1<z 1 202N ))
[ S D ey oL J S CTT J_\J_L_L\JVV_LJ.J.v CTO T I [ S IV U\A_L_Y J_, A\ A\
Preschool
(30 mos. - 6 yrs not School-age
Infants Toddlers attending kindergarten (5 - 12 yrs attending
(One month - 11 mos.) (12 - 29 mos.) or school) kindergarten or school)
Region 1 Full-Day  (($3627)) $41.40  (($34:32)) $37.50  (($3+:64)) $34.20 (($30-00)) $33.75
Half-Day  (($48-44)) $20.70  (($1716)) $18.75  (($45:82)) $17.10 (($45-00)) $16.88
Spokane County ~ Full-Day  (($49:45)) $59.09  (($42:32)) $47.73  (($38:32)) $44.95 (($27-91)) $34.99
Half-Day  (($2473)) $29.55  (($2+16))$23.87  (($19-16)) $22.48 (($13-95)) $17.50
Region 2 Full-Day  (($44-14)) $48.00  (($34:32)) $36.59  (($32-82)) $36.50 (($23-86)) $27.36
Half-Day  (($22:67)) $24.00 (($1736)) $18.30  (($+6:44)) $18.25 (($H-93)) $13.68
Region 3 Full-Day  (($66-86)) $76.36  (($55-41)) $68.41 (($48-59)) $57.66 (($34-77)) $43.64
Half-Day  (($33-43)) $38.18  (($27-76)) $34.21 (($24-30)) $28.83 (($17-39)) $21.82
Region 4 Full-Day  (($84:32))$95.73  (($69-09)) $79.55 (($63-73)) $71.82 (($39:23)) $45.00
Half-Day  (($42-46)) $47.87  (($34:55))$39.78  (($3+:86)) $35.91 (($19-61)) $22.50
Region 5 Full-Day  (($56:55)) $62.55  (($46:77)) $54.14  (($4+:94)) $48.08 (($28-18)) $35.00
Half-Day  (($2827))$31.28  (($23:39)) $27.07  (($260:95)) $24.04 (($14-09)) $17.50
Region 6 Full-Day  (($50:36)) $57.00  (($44:59)) $51.00  (($46-18)) $47.00 (($29-41)) $35.91
Half-Day  (($25-18)) $28.50  (($22:30)) $25.50  (($26-09)) $23.50 (($14-70)) $17.96
((+=))) (a) Centers in Clark County are paid Region 3 rates.

( (51))

(b) Centers in Benton,

Walla wWalla,

and Whitman counties

are paid Region 6 rates.

(2) WAC 110-300-0005 and 110-300-0356 allow providers to care for
children from birth up to and including the end of their eligibility
period after their ((£hirteenth)) 13th birthday.

(3) ((Fhe)) Providers must obtain ((a&)) child-specific and time-
limited exceptions from DCYF to provide care for ((a—ekhiltd)) children
outside the age listed on the center's license.

(4) If ((&)) providers ((+s)) are granted an exception to care
for a child who is ((¥khixrteen)) 13 vyears old or older at application
or reapplication:

(a) The payment rate is the same as subsection (1) of this sec-
tion, and the five through ((twelwve)) 12 year age range column is used
for comparison; and
(b) The ((ehidd)) children must meet the special needs require-
((as)) described in WAC 110-15-0220.

ment

AMENDATORY SECTION effective

8/22/20)

(Amending WSR 20-15-161, filed 7/22/20,

WAC 110-15-0205
family home child care providers. (1)

Daily child care rates—Licensed or certified
( (Base—rate—DCcYFE

naszo + 1
Py o CIT
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T3 o

DCYF authorizes care as monthly

- —Fhe—mascimtm) )

units as described in WAC 110-15-0190,

Monthly unit.

the calculation of which is

based on the full-day,

partial-day,

and half-day rates in subsection

(2)

of this section.

(2)

Effective July 1,

2021,

DCYF calculates licensed or certified

family home providers'

monthly units based on the following child care

subsidy ((g&aidy)) rates ((fer—that—-ehitdastisted—in following
+ab+ ffeetiveJuty—+—2620) ) :
Preschool School-age
Enhanced (30 mos. - 6 yrsnot (5 - 12 yrs attending
Infants Toddlers Toddlers attending kindergarten  kindergarten or
(Birth - 11 mos.) (12 - 17 mos.) (18 - 29 mos.) or school) school)
Region 1 Full-Day  (($34:32)) $40.00 (($3432)) $40.00 (($29-41)) $35.00 (($29-44)) $32.00 (($27-45)) $30.00
Half-Day  (($1716)) $20.00 (($+716)) $20.00 (($34-70)) $17.50 (($44:79)) $16.00 (($1373)) $15.00
Partial-Day $30.00 $30.00 $26.25 $24.00 $22.50
Spokane Full-Day  (($39:23)) $42.00 (($39:23)) $42.00 (($32:36)) $40.00 (($3+18)) $37.00 (($29:41)) $36.00
County Half-Day  (($39:61)) $21.00 (($19-61)) $21.00 (($36-18)) $20.00 (($3559)) $18.50 (($+479)) $18.00
Partial-Day $31.50 $31.50 $30.00 $27.75 $27.00
Region 2 Full-Day  (($38:23)) $45.00 (($38:23)) $45.00 (($34-32)) $37.50 (($3686)) $35.00 (($29-41)) $32.00
Half-Day  (($19-H)) $22.50 (($39-H)) $22.50 (($+7+16)) $18.75 (($14543)) $17.50 (($+4:70)) $16.00
Partial-Day $33.75 $33.75 $28.13 $26.25 $24.00
Region 3 Full-Day  (($49-60)) $55.00 (($49:00)) $55.00 (($44-14)) $48.86  (($3927)) $48.00 (($34:32)) $40.00
Half-Day  (($24-59)) $27.50 (($24-50)) $27.50 (($22:67)) $24.43  (($19-64)) $24.00 (($1716)) $20.00
Partial-Day $41.25 $41.25 $36.65 $36.00 $30.00
Region 4 Full-Day  (($5882)) $68.18 (($58-82)) $68.18 (($5568)) $63.64  (($49-60)) $59.09 (($3432)) $40.00
Half-Day  (($2941)) $34.09 (($2941)) $34.09 (($2784)) $31.82  (($24-50)) $29.55 (($1716)) $20.00
Partial-Day $51.14 $51.14 $47.73 $44.32 $30.00
Region 5 Full-Day  (($44-14)) $48.86 (($44-14)) $48.86 (($39:23)) $42.00 (($3432)) $39.09 (($3136)) $35.71
Half-Day  (($22-67)) $24.43 (($22:67)) $24.43 (($19-61)) $21.00 (($++16)) $19.55 (($15-68)) $17.86
Partial-Day $36.65 $36.65 $31.50 $29.32 $26.78
Region 6 Full-Day  (($3786)) $45.00 (($37-86)) $45.00 (($3432)) $43.18  (($34+36)) $38.00 (($28:95)) $32.50
Half-Day  (($18-93)) $22.50 (($+8:93)) $22.50 (($—l—7—1-6)) $21 59 (($+5:68)) $19.00 (($1+448)) $16.25
Partial-Day $33.75 $33.75 $32.39 $28.50 $24.38
( (2—FEffeetive—duty—3+7—2645+)) (3) The monthly unit for family
home providers in all regions and for all ages will ((xreeeise))

clude a partial-day rate that is
full-day rate when:

(a) ( (= famity

ices for
session.

((£he))
A morning session begins at any time after 12:00 a.m.

ends before 12:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m.
(b)

Fome) )

ZEON

( (seventy

Providers provide((s))
a2 child during a morning session and an afternoon
and

child care serv-

An afternoon session begins at any time after

and ends before 12:00 a.m.;
The child is absent from care in order to attend school or

preschool; and
(c) ((Fke)) Family home providers ((xs)) are not entitled to pay-
ment at the full-day rate.
((IAI\ I\ a1 A o Ny oszra Ao 1o ot a1+ 1 = + 17 nar+ 1 ~1 A
\u/ Fany A\ R R e W AP &P R B t/J_UV_L\A.\_,J_ Ju ) T T I T | B wA W § iy 7 tJL/LJ_L._LL/L_L uu_y
N o oAt~ a4 n hitrmdrad £ £4 7 A~ £ + AN Tz 4+
i S &P B WL W L.,\JL.,(_A._L_LJ.J.y A i ITTOTITOO LT OO0 J__LJ_L.,_Y t/\_,J_\_/\_,J.J.L., |\ C A u(_A._L_L_Y =T
(2 I\ o e ot g~ Az montih 1z 170 0+ 211 =N ENEE P | A
\\J/ Fany o LI i Y J:/(_/LJ_L_,_I_(_/L_I_ uu_Y ll.luJ.J.L_,J.L_I__Y % B A Ry AU S S T8 (& i B By AR WA W R S e
an~h 1 ~ oy aha 1A o Sttt A Al £ laoceonrnana £ 17 I ~en ah a1 A ENE ~ A 1o
[S I B B A N (.A.y\.a N i R e B W ARE Y4 A CCTITITNS (&N [ E L WL WS i W R A W [N N @ I ) ) A S TITOTITS L\ i R e B W | N ) BN AW S ju =y
() 74~ o o~ L0774 PP S SN g PPN I I + frar Toacoa
\(_A./ J_I_L_Lv_LL/_L 1 1 L [ S U R . C LTI OO CITOTT 1T 2T C A\, [ Eaw 8 i S 1 [E S S SR S
+h £ a7 hotrra n S oz~~~ an~h Az
CIITTAIT 1 1TV O TTIOT1I S Ay (&N L.,_Yt/_L\_/(_A._L [SAYE S AW AW, u(_A._Y,
‘bor—Authorizedfor eare—with only oneproviader;—and
(~) Tsermaoacot~A~  + n A~ hef A S r o~k 1
\\_// 1T t/\_,\_/k.,\_,u \awy TTOTOE PN @ i S ) L\ PR E U S w) Sy aw s € NN Sy U wea [S 2N BN B NP N Sy

OTS-3144.13

in-
75 percent of the



2620 —June-202+
Regiond 360390 $487:24
Spekane $647-02 $522.03
Region2  $647-02 $522.03
Region3  $755.04 $609-18
Region4  $755.04 $609-18
RegionS  $689.92 $556-64
Region6  $636.90 $513-86

The—monthiy—unit—will—be proroted—Ffor partial—months—of—au

D >
ar <+
B

{
\
s o
O 1T 1725

+5))) (4) Monthly units for school age children will be adjusted
for the months of July and August based on the consumers' approved ac-
tivities and the children's schedules for care during the summer.

(5) School age children will be authorized for 22 full days in
July and August when:

(a) They are authorized for a full-time, full-time partial-day,
monthly unit; or

(b) They are authorized for a part-time, part-time partial-day,
monthly unit;

(c) Are scheduled for child care with a single provider at least
110 hours per month; and

(d) The consumer participates in an approved activity at least
110 hours per month.

(6) Monthly units will be prorated for partial months of authori-
zation.

(7) The monthly unit amount is averaged over all months of au-
thorized care. Supplemental payments will not be made for calendar
months with more than the average number of care days.

(8) Supplemental authorization for payment may be requested by
consumers for unexpected hours of care needed for allowable activities
or changes in their schedules.

(9) WAC 110-300-0005 and 110-300-0355 allow providers to care for
children from birth up to and including the end of their eligibility
period after their ((fhirteenth)) 13th birthday.

((6r—Fhe)) (10) Providers must obtain a child-specific and time-
limited exception from DCYF to provide care for ((a—ekitd)) children
outside the age listed on ((the—family—hoeme—ehitd—eare)) their 1i-
censes.

((H9—*—=)) (11) For providers ((i+s)) who are granted an excep-
tion to care for a child who is ((£hizrteer)) 13 years of age or older
at application or reapplication:

(a) The payment rate is the same as subsection (1) of this sec-
tion and the five through ((&wedwve)) 12 year age range column is used
for comparison; and

(b) The child must meet the special needs requirement as descri-
bed in WAC 110-15-0220.

((#8+)) (12) DCYF pays family home child care providers at the
licensed home rate regardless of their relation to the children (with
the exception listed in subsection ((48))) (13) of this section).

((#%)) (13) DCYF cannot pay family home child care providers to
provide care for children in their care if the provider is:

(a) The child's biological, adoptive or step-parent;

H
H
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(b) The child's ((*egeaf)) guardian or the guardian's spouse or
live-in partner; or

(c) Another adult acting in loco parentis or that adult's spouse
or live-in partner.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-12-058, filed 5/31/19, effective
7/1/19)

WAC 110-15-0240 Child care subsidy rates—In-home/relative pro-

viders. (1) Base rate. When ((&)) consumers employ((s—an)) in-home/
relative providers, DCYF pays ((Ehe—Jdesserof the following toanet5
a1 T~ /vl A+ s Nraszrt Aoy £ A1 A~ e
S_LJ\J_L i N TITOOTIT 7 L= [ A @ N W S v 4 t/J_UV_L\A. - [ S N T 11T & R

() Th Ntz A Ve g g Atz + for +ho+ AT . B

\(_A./ T t/J_UV_L\A. - =] t/J__LV(_A.L_, t/u_y [ & Ny w [ S N CITTO T I 11Ty A

(1) m masermitrm ~ha 1 A N o crilh g Az o+ £ 2 Al 1l v e £4 £4 .5

\J\J/ =TT TTITTE LTTTCTTT N i R e B W ) & R S ) UMUU_L\A_Y [ S & Ny g W A\ s [ E iy @ R S ) T J——LJ—\—J
five—eents)) $2.65 per hour per child. Beginning July 1, ((26828))
2022, the maximum child care subsidy rate is ( (Ewe—dellars—and sixty
fisre—eents)) $3.00 per hour per child.

(2) DCYF may pay above the maximum hourly rate for children who
have special needs pursuant to WAC 110-15-0235.

(3) DCYF makes the WCCC payment directly to ((a—eensumer's)) con-
sumers' eligible providers.

(4) When applicable, DCYF pays the employer's share of the fol-
lowing:

(a) Social Security and medicare taxes (FICA) up to the wage lim-
it;

(b) Federal Unemployment Taxes (FUTA); and

(c) State unemployment taxes (SUTA).

(5) ((F¥—=arn)) For in-home/relative providers who receive((s))
less than the wage base limit per family in a calendar year, DCYF re-
funds all withheld taxes to ((the—provider)) them.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-15-0247 Field trip/quality enhancement fees. (1)
((PSHS)) As funding allows, DCYF pays licensed or certified family
home child care providers and in-home/relative providers a monthly

field trip/quality enhancement fee up to ((thirty—detiars)) S$30 per
child or the ((previder'ls)) providers' actual cost for the field trip,

( (whiechever 345 Jtess—enty)) 1if the fee is required of all parents and
guardians whose children are in ((the—provider's)) their care. ((BEE

tieensed)) DCYF-licensed or certified child care centers and school-
age centers are not eligible to receive the field trip/quality en-
hancement fee.

(2) The field trip/quality enhancement fee is to cover the ((pre-—
wider'ls)) providers' actual expenses for:

(a) Admission;

(b) Enrichment programs and/or ongoing lessons;

(c) Public transportation or mileage reimbursement at the state
office of financial management rate for the use of a private wvehicle;
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(d) The cost of hiring a nonemployee to provide an activity at
the child care site in-house field trip activity; and

(e) The purchase or development of a prekindergarten curriculum.

(3) The field trip/quality enhancement fee ((shal¥)) will not
cover fees or admission costs for adults on field trips, or food pur-
chased on field trips.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-12-058, filed 5/31/19, effective
7/1/19)

WAC 110-15-0249 Nonstandard hours bonus. (1) ((A—econsumer'ls))
Consumers' providers may receive a nonstandard hours bonus (NSHB) pay-
ments per child per month for care provided if:

(a) The providers ((i+s)) are licensed or certified;

(b) ((Fhre—provider)) They provide((s)) at least ((hixrty)) 30
hours of nonstandard hours care during one month; and

(c) The total cost of the state's NSHB ((feo—the—statedees)) pay-
ments do not exceed the amount appropriated for this purpose by the
legislature for the current ((state)) fiscal year.

(2) Nonstandard hours are defined as:

(a) Before 6 a.m. or after 6 p.m.;

(b) Any hours on Saturdays and Sundays; and

(c) Any hours on legal holidays, as defined in RCW 1.16.050.

(3) NSHB amounts are:

(a) ((Sevemty—six%)) Ninety dollars ((apd—Ffifty—eents)) for family

homes; and
(b) Seventy-five dollars for centers.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-12-058, filed 5/31/19, effective
7/1/19)

WAC 110-15-0267 Payment discrepancies—Provider underpayments.
(1) Underpayments to ((&)) providers occur ((+£f)) when DCYF pays less
than the amount ((¥khe)) providers ((4+s)) are eligible to receive.

(2) Underpayment requests will only be considered by ((BSHS))
DCYF if ((£ke)) providers ((submitted—+the)) submit their original in-
voice for payment to DCYF no later than ((s#x%)) three months after the
date of service.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0268 Payment discrepancies—Provider overpayments.

(1) An overpayment occurs when ((&)) providers receive((s)) payments
that ((£s)) are more than ((¥he)) providers ((+s)) are eligible to re-
ceive. Provider overpayments ((are)) may be established when ((£hat))
providers:
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(a) Bill((s)) and receive((s)) payments for services not provi-
ded;

(b) Bill((s)) without attendance records that support the bill-
ing. Beginning July 1, 2018, attendance must be recorded using DCYF's
electronic attendance system or a DCYF-approved electronic attendance
system. Any other format for recording attendance will not be consid-
ered wvalid support for ((a&)) provider billings and may result in
((em)) overpayments;

(c) Bill((s)) and receive((s)) payments for more than ((Ehe—pre—
wider—3is)) they are eligible to bill;

(d) Routinely provide((s)) care in ((a&)) locations other than
what was approved at the time of authorization;

(e) With respect to license-exempt in-home/relative providers,
they bill((s)) the state for more than six children at one time for
the same hours of care; or

(f) With respect to licensed or certified providers, they:

(1) Bill((s)) the state for more than the number of children in
the provider's licensed capacity; or
(ii) ((¥s)) Are caring for ((a—ekhitd)) children receiving WCCC

benefits outside the ((preovider's)) providers' licensed allowable age
range without a DCYF-approved exception; or

(g) With respect to certified providers caring for children in
((&)) states bordering Washington, they:

(1) ((Fs)) Are determined to not be 1in compliance with the
state's licensing regulations; or

(ii) Fail((s)) to notify ((BSHS)) DCYF within ((¥er)) 10 days of
any suspension, revocation, or change to the provider's license.

(2) DCYF ((exr—PSHS)) will request documentation from ((&)) pro-
viders when preparing to establish an overpayment. ((Fkre)) Providers
must provide requested information within ( (twenrty—eight—censeceutive))
45 calendar days from the date of the written request.

(3) ((&A)) Providers ((must)) may be required to repay any pay-
ments that ((the—provider—was)) they were not eligible to receive.

(4) ((A)) Providers ((mwst)) may be required to repay ((awy))

overpayments they received, even 1if ((Ehe—everpaymenrt—is)) Lthey were
the result of a DCYF ((exr—bBSHS)) error in issuing payment ((£ke)) a

provider was not eligible to receive. B

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-08-020, filed 3/26/19, effective
4/26/19)

WAC 110-15-0271 Payment discrepancies—Consumer. (1) ((BsHS))
DCYF establishes overpayments for past or current consumers when the
consumer:

(a) Received benefits in an amount greater than the consumer was
eligible to receive;

(b) Received benefits or services based on the eligibility crite-
ria of the consumer's participation in an approved activity, but the
consumer did not participate in the activity;

(c) Failed to report information accurately under the require-
ments of this chapter, which resulted in an error in determining eli-
gibility, amount of care authorized, or copayment;
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(d) Received benefits for a child who was not eligible under WAC
110-15-0005, 110-15-0015, or 110-15-0020; or

(e) Failed to return, by the sixtieth day, the requested income
verification of new employment as provided in WAC 110-15-0012.

(2) DCYF or DSHS may request documentation from a consumer when
preparing to establish an overpayment. The consumer has ( (feurteen))
14 consecutive calendar days to provide any requested documentation.

(3) Consumers ((ﬁH%§—fep&y—aﬂy—beﬁe£f%&—p&f&—by—ESHS—%ha%—%hey

- 14t + oAty
\AU - IO T J.J.\jJ.LIJ. [ - Ay LV .

4 —A——consumer—musEt)) may be required to repay any overpay-
ments ( (5 vep—i+f—the)) Lthey received, including overpayments ((is—=&
resutt—oef—=a)) resulting from DCYF or DSHS error ( (ia—Sssuing—payment

+the—econsumer—was)) and benefits paid by DSHS or DCYF they were not el-
igible to receive.

((#5F)) (4) If a consumer is not eligible under WAC 110-15-0030
through 110-15-0032 and the provider has billed correctly, the consum-
er is responsible for the entire overpayment.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-12-058, filed 5/31/19, effective
7/1/19)

WAC 110-15-0275 Payment discrepancies—Providers. (1) This sec-
tion applies to all child care providers.

(2) Providers must submit a billing invoice for payment within
((six¢)) three months of the date child care services are provided. Any
invoice submitted more than ((six)) three months from date child care
services are provided will not be processed.

(3) For purposes of correcting payment errors based on correctly
submitted invoices under the provisions of subsection (2) of this sec-
tion, the following time limits apply:

(a) For underpayments:

(i) Two years back from the date the payment was issued if the
error was based on rates paid by age or region, except as provided in
(a) (1ii) of this subsection; or

(ii) Three years back from the date payment was issued if the er-
ror was based on any issue other than rates paid by age or region; and

(iii) Three years back from the date the payment was issued for
any underpayment identified by a federal or state audit.

(b) For overpayments:

(i) Two years back from the date payment was issued if the error
was based on rates paid by age or region, except as provided in
(b) (1ii) of this subsection; and ((BSHS—er)) DCYF must notify the pro-
vider of the overpayment by personal service or by certified mail, re-
turn receipt requested, within two years of the date the payment was
issued; or

(ii) Three years back from the date payment was issued if the er-
ror was based on any issue other than rates paid by age or region;
DSHS or DCYF must notify the provider of the overpayment by personal
service or by certified mail, return receipt requested, within three
years of the date the payment was issued; and

(iii) Three years back from the date the payment was issued for
any overpayment identified by a federal or state audit; ((BsSHS—e=x))
DCYF must notify the provider of the overpayment by personal service
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or by certified mail, return receipt requested, within three years of
the date the payment was issued.

(4) For in-home/relative and family home child care providers,
disputes regarding underpayments may be addressed through the griev-
ance process provided for in the collective bargaining agreement.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-15-2210 Eligibility. (1) If ((£ke)) applicants or reap-
plicants meet ((s)) one of the qualifiers of the priority list and oth-
erwise meet((s)) all eligibility requirements of Part II or III of

this chapter, ((the—applticant—or—reappticant)) they will not be placed

on the wait list and will be eligible to receive WCCC subsidies. The
priority list includes:

(a) Families applying for or receiving TANF;

( Families receiving TANF and working to cure a sanction;

( Foster children;

( Families that include a child with special needs;

( Families with teen parents (under age ((Ewemkty—twe)) 22) who
are not living with a parent or guardian, and who are attending a high
school full-time that has an on-site child care center;

(f) Families with a child residing with a biological parent or
guardian who have received child protective services, child welfare
services, or a family assessment response from ((BSHS)) DCYF in the
past six months and has received a referral for child care as part of
the family's case management; and

(g) Reapplicants who received subsidies within the last ((¥hir—
£y)) 30 days and:

(1) Have reapplied for subsidies; and

(ii) Have household income of ( (Eweo—hundred—pereent—Ffederal—pov—
£y—Fewvet)) 60 percent of the SMI or below.

(2) As provided in WAC ((F+6—2960-66H6%+)) 110-15-0001, WCCC is ad-
ministered to the extent of available funds. If available funds are
insufficient to allow all priority groups to not be placed on the wait
list and be eligible to receive WCCC subsidies, only the highest
ranked groups that can be served within available funds will be pri-
oritized. The priority groups are ranked in the order listed in sub-
section (1) of this section, highest to lowest.

(3) If funds are not available, ((aw)) applicants ((e¥)) and re-
applicants not belonging to a group on the priority 1list will have
their names placed on the wait 1list upon approval of eligibility.

b)
c)
d)
e)

i

((Fre)) Names will be placed on the wait list based on ((the—date—of
£he)) their application or reapplication dates and served as funds be-
come available.

(4) ((FH—%he)) For applicants ((e¥)) and reapplicants who re-
main((s)) on the wait list for ((twedtwe)) 12 months or longer, ((&))

new eligibility determinations will be required when subsidy child
care becomes available.
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AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-15-3570 Notification of changes. (1) When ((&)) consum-
ers ((appties)) apply for or receive((s)) SCC program subsidies, ( (ke
eensumer)) they must:

(a) Notify ((BPSHS)) DCYF, within five days, of any change in pro-
viders;

(b) Notify ((BSHS)) DCYF, within ((few)) 10 days, when ((the—een—

sume¥r's)) their countable income increases and the change would cause
( (Ehe—eensumer's)) their countable income to exceed ( (eighty—fize)) 85
percent state median income as provided in WAC ( (HH6—290—6665))
110-15-0005;

(c) ( (NetifvPSHS—within—tendays—when—the—<consumer's—ecountabte
resogrees—execed—onemitlion—dollars—asprovided 3 WAC 02003558

) ) Notify ((BPSHS)) DCYF, within ((¥en)) 10 days, when ((the
eensgmer's)) their home address or telephone number changes; and

((#e¥)) (d) Notify ((the—eonsumer's)) their providers((+)) within
((£er)) 10 days((+)) of when ((BPSHS)) DCYF changes ((the—censumer's))
their child care authorization.

(2) When ((&)) consumers receive((s)) SCC benefits, ((he—er——she))
they may notify ((BSHS)) DCYF when:

(a) The number of child care hours ( (Hhre——eoensumer) ) they
need( (s)) changes ((fmere—or—Jtess—hewrs)));
(b) Their household income decreases, which may lower ((£he))

their copayment;

(c) Their household size changes, such as ((amy)) 1f family mem-
bers ((mevimg)) move in or out of ((Ehe—eonsumer's)) their home, which
may lower ((£hke)) their copayment; or

(d) ((Fhe—eensumer's)) Their legal obligation to pay child sup-
port changes.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 18-14-078, filed 6/29/18, effective
7/1/18)

WAC 110-15-3640 Determining income eligibility and copayment.
(1) For the SCC program, ((BSHS)) DCYF determines ((a—ecensumer's))
consumers' family((+s)) income eligibility and copayment by:

(a) ((Fhre—eonsumer's)) Their family size as defined under WAC
((FHB—29060—-3540)) 110-15-3540;

(b) ((Fhre—eoensumer's)) Their average monthly income as calculated
under WAC ( (F6—286—3626)) 110-15-3620; and

(c) ((Fhe—econsumer's)) Their family's average monthly income as
compared to the ((federat—poverty—eguidetines—(FPG))) SMI.

(2) At application and reapplication, ((if——a—econsumer's—Ffamt
%yLs)) consumers are not eligible for the SCC program when their fami-
ly income is above the maximum ellglblllty limit as provided in WAC

((‘1'7(\ ’)Oﬂ AVATANS + 1 o £ + 13~ o +1 C‘F‘F‘ i
\VAvAvES S the—CoRSumer—S J_(_ALLLJ.J._Y S—HOtT CJ.J.&JJ.LJJ.C . TIIC PO

gram)) 110-15-0005.

(3) ((m = i i o ce eliaibil 1 1
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effective

filed 3/26/20,

WSR 20-08-077,

(Amending

AMENDATORY SECTION

4/26/20)
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effective

filed 6/29/18,

(Amending WSR 18-14-078,

AMENDATORY SECTION

7/1/18)
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(3) Consumers who reapply on or before the end date of their cur-
rent eligibility periods may receive continued, uninterrupted benefits
through second tier eligibility if their household has countable in-
come greater than 60 percent but less than or equal to 65 percent of
the SMI. TIf their countable monthly income is greater than 65 percent
of the SMI, their reapplications will be denied.

(4) If consumers submit reapplications after the last day their
current eligibility periods end and meet eligibility regquirements,
their consumer benefits will begin:

(a) On the date their reapplications are entered into DCYF's au-
tomated system or the date their reapplications are date-stamped as
received by DCYF, whichever date is earlier;

(b) When they are working or participating in approved activi-

ties; and
(c) Their children are receiving care from approved providers un-
der WAC 110-15-3750.

AMENDATORY SECTION (Amending WSR 19-12-058, filed 5/31/19, effective
7/1/19)

WAC 110-15-3850 Payment discrepancies generally. Child care
subsidy payment discrepancies are described in WAC 110-15-0266 through
110-15-0275, with the exception of underpayments requested by licensed
child care centers, which will only be considered for ((six%)) three
months after the date of services.

REPEALER

The following section of the Washington Administrative Code 1is
repealed:

WAC 110-15-0090 Minimum copayment.
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